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Typhoon	fighters	scrambled	from	RAF	Lossiemouth	to	intercept
two	Russian	Tu-160	bombers	on	Syrian	bombing	mission	

Typhoons	scrambled	from	RAF	Lossiemouth	in	Scotland	last	night	after	Russian	aircraft	flew	close	to	UK	airspace
UK	jets	met	two	Russian	Tu-160s	capable	of	carrying	16	nuclear	missiles	which	took	an	unusual	route	to	Syria
The	Russians	made	an	8,000-mile	trip	past	Norway,	Britain	and	Gibraltar	as	they	headed	to	the	Mediterranean	Sea
After	launching	missiles	to	their	target	in	Idlib,	they	flew	over	the	Syrian	city	before	returning	home	their	normal	way

By	MARTIN	ROBINSON	and	ANTHONY	JOSEPH	FOR	MAILONLINE	
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Britain	was	forced	to	scramble	its	Typhoons	after	two	Russian	bombers,	on	an	unusual	route	to	Syria,	came	close	to	entering	UK	airspace.

The	jets	were	rushed	up	from	RAF	Lossiemouth	in	Scotland	to	intercept	the	Tu-160	aircraft	over	the	Atlantic	last	night.

The	Russian	aircraft	made	an	unusual	8,000-mile	trip	round	Europe	on	their	way	to	a	bombing	mission	in	Syria.

Scroll	down	for	videos	

Incident:	Britain	was	forced	to	scramble	Typhoons	after	two	Russian	bombers	came	close	to	entering	UK	airspace	last	night.	Pictured	is
a	Russian	bomber	dropping	missiles	from	the	Mediterranean	Sea

A	Russian	air	force	Tu-160	bomber,	right,	is	escorted	by	an	Su-30SM	over	the	Mediterranean	Sea,	on	a	combat	mission	against	an	ISIS
target	in	Syria

Two	Tu-160	Blackjack	bombers	departed	from	Olengorsk,	in	the	Kola	Peninsula	and	made	their	way	westbound,	coming	close	to	Norwegian	and	British
airspace,	where	they	were	met	by	the	RAF.	

Once	intercepted	by	Britain's	Typhoons,	they	made	their	way	over	the	Atlantic	Ocean	and	headed	back	east	to	Gibraltar,	before	firing	their	missiles	from
the	Mediterranean	Sea.	

After	flying	over	Syria,	they	took	the	usual	route	home,	over	Iran	and	the	Capsian	Sea,	according	to	The	Aviationist.	
The	Tu-160	-	known	as	the	'Black	Jack'	bomber	-	can	travel	at	twice	the	speed	of	sound	and	carry	16	nuclear	missiles.		

UK	Defence	secretary	Michael	Fallon	said:	'Our	highly	skilled	RAF	pilots	have	once	again	demonstrated	their	skill	and	professionalism.	This	is	another
reminder	that	24	hours	a	day,	seven	days	a	week	they	are	ready	at	a	moment's	notice	to	protect	our	skies.'			

These	Cold	War	era	planes	are	usually	escorted	to	the	Baltic	or	towards	the	Arctic,	but	on	this	occasion	they	were	taken	south	as	they	made	their	way	to
the	Mediterranean	Sea.

A	Ministry	of	Defence	spokesman	said:	'Typhoon	aircraft	went	up	from	RAF	Lossiemouth	to	intercept	two	Russian	Tu-160	aircraft	flying	in	Britain’s	area	of
interest	in	international	airspace	over	the	Atlantic	and	remained	with	them	until	they	left	the	area.	

'At	no	time	did	the	Russian	military	aircraft	cross	into	UK	sovereign	airspace'.

Powerful:	The	Tu-160	-	known	as	the	'Black	Jack'	bomber	-	can	travel	at	twice	the	speed	of	sound	and	carry	16	nuclear	missiles	and	has
been	used	to	bomb	ISIS	in	Syria

Revenge:	Video	posted	online	by	the	Russian	Defence	Ministry	also	shows	a	message	being	written	by	an	air	force	technician	saying
'For	Ours'

Solidarity:	A	Russian	ground	crew	member	writes	'For	Paris'	on	the	side	of	a	bomb	destined	for	Syria

Attack:	Russia	launched	18	missiles	from	ships	in	its	Caspian	Sea	fleet	at	seven	targets	across	Syria.	Pictured,	Russian	navy	ships
launch	cruise	missiles	at	targets	in	Syria

Russia	and	France	have	been	heavily	bombing	ISIS	targets	in	Syria	this	week	following	the	Paris	terror	attacks	and	after	Moscow	confirmed	that	a	bomb
attack	brought	down	a	Russian	passenger	jet	over	Egypt	last	month,	killing	all	224	people	on	board.

Russian	President	Vladimir	Putin	told	his	missile	cruiser	Moskva,	which	is	in	the	Mediterranean	Sea,	to	work	with	France's	military	as	'allies'.	

The	French	also	sent	its	biggest	warship,	the	Charles	de	Gaulle,	to	the	Mediterranean	Sea,	to	join	the	attacks.	

Today,	Russia	unleashed	cruise	missiles	from	warships	in	the	Caspian	Sea	in	a	separate	attack	at	targets	across	Syria.

Moscow	fired	18	missiles	from	ships	at	seven	targets	in	the	Raqa,	Idlib	and	Aleppo	provinces,	according	to	Defence	Minister	Sergei	Shoigu.	

French	President	Francois	Hollande	will	travel	to	Washington	and	Moscow	next	week	for	talks	on	joint	military	action	against	ISIS.

The	RAF	has	been	forced	to	scramble	12	times	in	2015	-	on	eight	occasions	it	involved	the	Russians	nearing	UK	airspace.

In	January,	Britain	summoned	the	Russian	ambassador	to	explain	a	similar	episode	when	Russian	bombers	flew	over	the	English	Channel,	forcing	British
authorities	to	reroute	civil	aircraft.
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alfaQ,	Toronto,	Canada,	2	days	ago

so	clearly	from	the	map	these	jets	didn't	enter	british	airspace	not	even	your	military	zone	around	the	uk.	also	it	circumnavigated	all	of	europe,	so	it	can
target	and	destroy	any	european	city	with	its	air	launch	cruise	missiles	without	getting	close	to	that	country	meaning	if	they	wanted	to	destroy	the	uk
they	could	do	it	from	off	the	coast	of	norway	well	out	of	range	from	your	typhoon	interceptors.	maybe	cameron	should	think	about	that	before	making	his
threatening	speeches	against	russia.
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Buddy,	Jessheim,	Norway,	14	hours	ago

The	strike	group	was	intercepted	when	they	passed	Norway	by	RnoAF	F-16s.	But	the	graphic	on	top	doesn't	show	that.
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AC,	London,	United	Kingdom,	2	days	ago

No	fear	of	the	RAF	flying	the	same	route	as	they	can't	afford	the	fuel.
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Paul	Lewis,	London,	United	Kingdom,	2	days	ago

This	is	just	normal	protocol.	They	brush	our	airspace	and	help	to	keep	us	on	our	toes	-	happens	about	50	times	a	year.
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AverageUKJoe,	UK,	United	Kingdom,	2	days	ago

We	don't	need	to	worry	about	the	Russians	attacking	us,	why	would	Putin	attack	a	country	where	he	is	currently	more	popular	than	their	own	Prime
Minister.	They	probably	just	did	it	because	they	know	it	will	make	the	news	and	remind	the	British	public	how	much	Russia	is	doing	to	combat	IS
compared	to	how	little	we	are	doing.
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yawhat,	London,	United	Kingdom,	2	days	ago

Are	these	your	best	guesses?	Pathetic!	Here's	my	idea;	David	said	in	Prime	Minister's	questions	the	same	day	that	British	security	wouldn't	be
dictated	to	by	a	Russian	veto	to	the	U.N.	vote	on	letting	British	Military	bomb	in	Syria.	Putin	got	pee'd	off	and	requested	two	jets	to	fly	by	U.K.	as
a	message	to	pee	off	Dave.	Obv's	the	Dm	reported	neither	the	PM's	questions	nor	the	link.	You're	as	useless	as	them!
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AverageUKJoe,	UK,	United	Kingdom,	2	days	ago

The	Russians	did	nothing	wrong,	they	violated	no	ones	airspace	and	proceeded	to	their	intended	targets	and	home	again.	Along	with	France,
Russia	and	the	US	we	have	all	lost	civillian	lives	to	these	barbarians	and	should	all	be	working	equally	together	to	eliminate	the	threat.	Anything
Cameron	says	is	just	to	further	delay	our	esculated	involvement	and	insulting	fellow	commenters	just	makes	you	look	ignorant.
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Fid	Shackleplank,	Wales,	United	Kingdom,	2	days	ago

Erm,	how	else	could	they	have	made	a	Western	approach	without	violating	airspace	or	an	initial	flight	over	Syria,	where	they'd	be	detected.	An	utter	non-
story.
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Fid	Shackleplank,	Wales,	United	Kingdom,	2	days	ago

In	fact,	this	headline	to	this	story	should	be	"Russia	respects	sovereign	airspace,	UK	sees	propaganda	opportunity"
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green	lantern48,	chester,	United	Kingdom,	2	days	ago

told	you	so	look	at	the	reds	going	up	typical
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Lameduck,	Birmingham,	United	Kingdom,	2	days	ago

'reds'?	Why,	has	Manchester	United	won	today?
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diddleysquat,	Bath,	United	Kingdom,	2	days	ago

Rubbish...!	The	Reds	are	cool...!!!
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Robo-Dad,	Mega-Village-One,	2	days	ago

The	Russians	have	sworn	their	will	be	no	hiding	place	for	ISIS,	so	perhaps	the	government	were	worried	in	case	they	had	come	to	bomb	Luton	or	Leeds.
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green	lantern48,	chester,	United	Kingdom,	2	days	ago

watch	how	many	red	arrows	I	get	to	prove	my	point
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diddleysquat,	Bath,	United	Kingdom,	2	days	ago

How...?	You	ain't	got	a	point	to	prove.
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Sceadu,	Moscow,	Russia,	2	days	ago

Protecting	isis	by	the	order	from	the	west	colony?
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green	lantern48,	chester,	United	Kingdom,	2	days	ago

I	don't	comment	much	now	on	this	daily	mail	forum	reason?	It's	been	hijacked	by	Russian	propaganda	somewhere	in	Russia	is	a	office	full	of	Russians
posting	on	here	spreading	their	propaganda
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Fid	Shackleplank,	Wales,	United	Kingdom,	2	days	ago

Clearly,	bud.	People	disagreeing	with	you	is	proof	you're	correct.	Not	at	all	a	logical	fallacy.
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