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A Processing Instruction (PI) is an SGML and XML node type, which may occur anywhere in the document, intended to carry instructions to the application.!112]

Processing instructions are exposed in the Document Object Model as Node.PROCESSING INSTRUCTION NODE, and they can be used in XPath and XQuery with the 'processing-
instruction()' command.
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Syntax

An SGML processing instruction is enclosed within <? and >.13

An XML processing instruction is enclosed within <? and ?>, and contains a target and optionally some content, which is the node value, that cannot contain the
sequence ?>.14]

The XML Declaration at the beginning of an XML document (shown below) is not a processing instruction, however its similar syntax has often resulted in it being
referred to as a processing instruction.!®]

Examples

The most common use of a processing instruction is to request the XML document be rendered using a stylesheet using the 'xml-stylesheet' target, which was
standardized in 1999.16] It can be used for both XSLT and CSS stylesheets.

The DocBook XSLT stylesheets understand a number of processing instructions to override the default behaviour.!”]

A draft specification for Robots exclusion standard rules inside XML documents uses processing instructions.8!
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http://www.w3.org/TR/xml-stylesheet/

http://docbook.sourceforge.net/release/xsl/current/doc/pi/pi-fo.html

http://www.atrus.org/writings/technical/robots pi/

ONQUTE W=

External links

m XML specification section: Processing Instructions (http://www.w3.org/TR/REC-xml/#sec-pi)
m XSLT FAQ: Processing Instructions (http://www.dpawson.co.uk/xsl/sect2/N6145.html), Dave Pawson
m xslt:processing-instruction (https://developer.mozilla.org/en/XSLT/processing-instruction), Mozilla

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Processing Instruction&oldid=709552571"

Categories: XML | Computer science stubs

m This page was last modified on 11 March 2016, at 16:17.
m Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and
Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:XML
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Computer_science_stubs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SGML
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/XML
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Processing_Instruction#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Processing_Instruction#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Document_Object_Model
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/XPath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/XQuery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Processing_Instruction#Syntax
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Processing_Instruction#Examples
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Processing_Instruction#References
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Processing_Instruction#External_links
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Processing_Instruction#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Processing_Instruction#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/XHTML#XML_declaration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Processing_Instruction#cite_note-nutshell-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extensible_Stylesheet_Language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Processing_Instruction#cite_note-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/XSLT
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cascading_Style_Sheet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DocBook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Processing_Instruction#cite_note-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robots_exclusion_standard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Processing_Instruction#cite_note-8
http://www.sagehill.net/docbookxsl/ProcessingInstructions.html
http://www.w3.org/TR/NOTE-sgml-xml-971215
http://www.is-thought.co.uk/book/sgml-8.htm#PI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-201-40394-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-471-22203-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-596-00764-5
http://www.w3.org/TR/xml-stylesheet/
http://docbook.sourceforge.net/release/xsl/current/doc/pi/pi-fo.html
http://www.atrus.org/writings/technical/robots_pi/
http://www.w3.org/TR/REC-xml/#sec-pi
http://www.dpawson.co.uk/xsl/sect2/N6145.html
https://developer.mozilla.org/en/XSLT/processing-instruction
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Processing_Instruction&oldid=709552571
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Category
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_3.0_Unported_License
https://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Terms_of_Use
https://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Privacy_policy
https://www.wikimediafoundation.org/

