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2 Why the changes to the CL format won't be as small as it has been said and the nations between 5th and

15th in the ranking will most likely be the ones to suffer because of it

submitted 7 days ago by nickless_
News have came out the last days that the champions league will probably have a slightly different format in the
2017/2018 season. The top 4 leagues will have more spots available for them: 4th placed of Spain, Germany and
England will qualify directly instead of having to go through a play-off. Italy's third placed will qualify directly instead
of having to face a play off also, plus Italy will get an extra spot for their 4th best team.

Now, that doesn't seem much considering the CL group phase has 36 teams. However, let's analyse how the spots are
divided right now between the countries. The blue bars on this graph tell you how many spots each league get this
season. For example, Turkey got 1.25 spots this year because the champion qualifies directly (1 spot) and the 2nd
placed has to go through 2 k.o. rounds to qualify for the group stage (so 25% to qualify to group stage, 1*0.25=0.25
spots). Spain has one extra spot because Sevilla won Europa League.

The orange bars, on the other hand, will be the available spots if this proposal goes through. So that's an extra 3
spots for the top 4 leagues (0.5+0.5+0.5+1.5). As far as I know, we don't know yet from where UEFA will take these
3 spots. But my guess is that the nations from 5th (Portugal) to 15th (Turkey) will lose most of those spots because
honestly, all nations starting from 16th (Austria) already barely have any spots left to begin with as you can tell by
their tiny bars.

The champion of Austria has to go through three k.o. rounds to qualify for Champions League against champions of
other countries, having therefore an amazing 1/8=0,125 spots available. The tiny nations (starting from Malta) have
even one more k.o. round to go through, so each have 0,0625 spots. I guess UEFA can get 0.5 spots by bringing the
last 8 nations with 0,125 spots to the "minnows group". So if they do that that's 2.5 spots to take from nation 5 to 15.
This are the spots these nations have:

Nation ist 2nd 3rd
Portugal 1 1 0,5
France 1 1 0,25
Russia 1 0,25 -
Ukraine 1 0,25 -
Netherlands 1 0,25 -
Belgium 1 0,25 -
Switzerland 1 0,25 -
Turkey 1 0,25 -
Greece 0,25 0,25 -

Czech Republic 0,25 0,25 -

Romania 0,25 0,25 -

From these nations, these teams qualified directly under the current format: Benfica, Sporting, PSG, Lyon, CSKA
Moscow, Dinamo Kiev, PSV Eindhoven, Brugge, Basel, Besiktas

These teams have to go through 1 play-off round: Porto

and these teams have to go through 2 play-off rounds: Monaco, Rostov, Shakhtar Donetsk, Ajax, Anderlecht, Young
Boys, Fenerbahce, Olympiakos, PAOK, Viktoria Plzen, Astra Giurgiu, Steaua Bucuresti

To make space for 2.5 spots atteastsorme-of-these-things the majority of these things will have to happen:

e 5th Nation on the ranking (Portugal this year) will either lose the 0,5 spot for 3rd (Porto) completely or it would
at least have to go through an extra play-off round. That would make 0.5 or 0.25 spots available. Or, 2nd placed
(Sporting) will have to go through play-offs.

e 6th Nation on the ranking (France this year) will lose the 3rd team completely (Monaco). Or, 2nd placed (Lyon)
will have to go through play-offs.

e 7th-11th Nation will probably lose the 0,25 spots for 2nd placed. That would mean no chance for CL instead of
the 25% right now for Rostov, Shakhtar Donetsk, Ajax, Anderlecht, Young Boys, Fenerbahce. Or, the champions
of these nations (CSKA Moscow, Dinamo Kiev, PSV, Brugge, Basel, Besiktas) will have to start to qualify through
play-offs.

e 12th-15th will almost certainly lose the 0,25 spots for 2nd placed. That would mean no chance for CL instead of
the 25% for PAOK, Steaua Bucuresti, Sparta Praha.
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[-] TanqPhil 4 points 7 days ago
It would have been much more accurate to use actual numbers instead of 50 percent at each stage. City vs. Steau is
not a 50/50 proposition, and that is true for most of the playoff round. You are overstating the effects once you reach
the 7th or 8th ranked countries, since they advance infrequently.
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My reasoning was that if 4 teams fight for 1 spot it makes sense to say they were "rewarded" with 0.25 spots for their
league campaign. But you do have a point, I shouldn't have said that that means they have 25% to qualify.

However, it's hard to tell the exact odds that, say, the 2nd placed team from Belgium has to qualify. It depends on the
other teams that qualified, luck of the draw, form and other factors... So I don't really know how I should implement
that factor. But you're right, PAOK being awarded 0,25 of a spot doesn't mean they have 25% chance to qualify.

Anyway, the biggest reason I made the post was to find where UEFA is most likely considering taking spots. Greece
losing his 2nd team will hurt them even if they qualify less than 25% of the time.
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[-] @ Alxndre_ 1 point 7 days ago

A lot of work. It will be at the expense of everybody else unfortunately.
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