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Check out the new SourceForge HTMLS5 internet speed test! No Flash necessary and runs on all devices. X

Benchmark Battle October 2016: Chrome Vs. Firefox Vs. Edge (venturebeat.com)

A Posted by BeauHD on Tuesday October 25, 2016 @06:40PM from the battle-of-the-fittest dept.

Krystalo quotes a report from VentureBeat: It's been more than a year since our last browser benchmark battle, and
the competition remains fierce. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox, and Microsoft Edge have all gained a variety of new
features and improvements over the past year. It's time to see if any of them have managed to pull ahead of the pack.
It appears that Edge has made the biggest gains since last year. That said, browser performance is improving at a
very rapid pace, and it shouldn't be your only consideration when picking your preferred app for consuming Internet
content. You can click on individual tests below to see the details:

SunSpider: Edge wins!
Octane: Edge wins!

Kraken: Chrome wins!

[etStream: Edge wins!

Oort Online: Firefox wins!

Peacekeeper: Firefox wins!
WebXPRT: Edge wins!

HTML5Test: Chrome wins!

You can also read all about the setup used for the benchmark tests here. VentureBeat used a custom desktop PC,
featuring an Intel Core i5 4440 processor (6M Cache, 3.10 GHz), 8GB of DDR3 1600MHz RAM, a 500GB SATA hard
drive (7200 RPM), an Nvidia GeForce GTX 460 graphics card, and a 24-inch widescreen LED monitor (1920 x 1080).
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Not surprised (Score:1, Informative)
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The newest version of Chrome is garbage. Crash city. I had to go back to Firefox.

Rasswaydic
Inpwbhal Fawiighal use, I have never had any meaningful performance problems with any of the major browsers. In real life use, you're more likely to
he= == =S wath o oh nnection or a website that's a horribly designed shitshow. And all the performance in the world doesn't mean a thing if
tk Log In Eeidsfeiliatish RSOk balls. Palemoon FTW.
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o . (Score:1)

by donaldm (919619 )

The newest version of Chrome is garbage. Crash city. I had to go back to Firefox.

I am running version 54.0.2840.71 (latest as far as Fedora 24 is concerned) and don't have any problems. Maybe it's the operating system you are running
it on.

e Checks out anecdotally (Score:1)

by neoritter ( 3021561 )
Makes sense to me. Edge has almost always felt quicker, except when the web page doesn't want to play nice with the browser. Firefox after that, and
personally Chrome has always been a shlt show for me. I only use it when for some reason or another Firefox and IE/Edge won't play nice with a website.

o Re: (Score:2)

by FYyRE666 ( 263011 )
Chrome is actually significantly faster with WebGL / GPU accelerated content, when compared to Firefox. I've found FF to feel slower and less stable for

some time now.
4 hidden comments

Re: (Score:1)

by Anonymous Coward

Chrome is actually significantly faster with WebGL / GPU accelerated content
Got a benchmark for that? This WebGL benchmark [unity3d.com] says otherwise.

Fuck Slashdot Subdomains (Score:1)

by sexconker (1179573)

Edge: 4

Chrome: 2

Firefox: 2

Cue the bitching about the individual tests Edge won not being relevant.

Then cue the only opinion that matters: Sites are bloated with trash scripts, ads, tracking, etc. and this performance race would be pointless if sites were
designed in a sane manner.

Fuck Slashdot's subdomains. I lost FP because I had to reload the page and redo my comment since I wasn't logged into it.slashdot.org or whatever the
fuck (because I only allow slashdot.org cookies on slashdot.org).

o 1 hidden comment
o Re: (Score:3)

by imgod2u ( 812837 )

Chrome on mobile has a neat feature that takes certain web pages with a lot of text (articles) and allows you to choose a "mobile optimized" version. It is
so much faster than the normal bloatware site.

I wish there were a way to make it default.

|
= Re: (Score:2)

by psyclone (187154 )
Firefox also has Reader Mode that does something similar.

= Re: (Score:2, Insightful)

by Anonymous Coward
So do we all agree that this "benchmark battle" is archaic? The ability to quickly render bloatware sites is fine, but the ability to remove the bloat is much
more important. I hope that in 5 years that's how we'll be scoring browsers.

|
= Re: Fuck Slashdot Subdomains (Score:3)

by corychristison (951993 )
I was going to mention Reader Mode on Firefox but someone already beat me to it. Though it should be noted this feature is not just limited to the Mobile
Browser, and is available on the Desktop version as well.

o Re: (Score:1)
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by psyclone (187154 )

But at least /. uses subdomains in a meaningful way. It is annoying to allow cookies for *.slashdot.org though.
Speaking of unnecessary web shit: uBlock shows me 25 blocked resources on this page.

4 hidden comments

Palemoon and Chromium (Score:2)

by unixisc (2429386 )

Wonder how Palemoon and Chromium fared? I use Palemoon on my Windows laptop, and on my PC-BSD, which doesn't have Chrome, I have Chromium.
How different would Chromium be from Chrome?

(o]
o Vivaldi (Score:2)
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by vel-ex-tech (4337079 )
What about Vivaldi [vivaldi.com] I'm wondering. I've been using it for a few months now on both Win7 and Gentoo, and I've been liking it.
2 hidden comments

Firefox extensions still make it the best (Score:4, Insightful)

by realmolo ( 574068 ) on Tuesday October 25, 2016 @07:04PM (#53150521)

uBlock Origin, uMatrix, Tab Mix Plus...

I can't live without them. I worry that they'll all go away when Firefox abandons their extensions system in the future, like they are talking about.

Reply to This Share
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Flag as Inappropriate
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Re: (Score:2)

by MSG (12810)
In particular, the ability to have extensions on the mobile app is a major advantage.

Edge. LOL! (Score:5, Insightful)
by Chas (5144 ) on Tuesday October 25, 2016 @07:18PM (#53150595) Homepage Journal

Edge could have won EVERYTHING and I still wouldn't use it.
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Re: (Score:1)
by hcs_$reboot (1536101 )
and I'd have a closer look at Sunspider, Octane, Jetstream, and Webxprt. MS has been known for "helping" reviews and articles...

Re: (Score:1)

by DNAgent ( 31914 )
Point me to the version of Edge I can install from the Debian repos.... Yeah, not a contender.

|
= Re: (Score:1)

by donaldm (919619 )

Point me to the version of Edge I can install from the Debian repos.... Yeah, not a contender.

Can't find the Edge browser in Fedora or Mint repos so I will have to make do with Chrome, Firefox, QupZilla and Konqueror not to mention the other
web browsers I can install in a few minutes if I feel like it.

o Re: (Score:2)

by terjeber ( 856226 )
Yes, 'cause Microsoft is Evil (TM) and good old religious nutcases must not use Evil (TM) software. Welcome to the Islamic Caliphate of the computer
world, Slashdot.

o
e WHAT ABOUT MEMORY USAGE!!! (Score:1)

by halfdan the black ( 638018 )
All browsers are fast, OK we get it. Now what about the real issue, MEMORY USAGE!!!

Memory consumption is the big problem with modern browsers, how inefficient are they, how much memory do they consume over time, how often do you
need to restart them because they consume all the memory on your machines. I don't use Windows, but I can say on OS X, Chrome is probably about the
absolute worst with memory usage, it will typically hog about 200-500 MB per freaking web page. Yes, half a freaking gig just for a

o 1 hidden comment
o Re: (Score:3)

by dbIII ( 701233 )

Now what about the real issue, MEMORY USAGE!!!

Chrome, the current Firefox and a few others are designed with the assumption that memory usage is not a real issue while speed is - hence all that stuff
in tabs being kept in memory. Yes it sucks if you want to use anything other than their application at the same time or have an older machine with less
memory than the maxed out dev machines, but those developers do not care about such a situation.

The answer is an older version or a project that has a goal of

m ] hidden comment

|
= Re: (Score:1)

by halfdan the black ( 638018 )

I do use AdBIlock, in fact, I would say that today's internet is literally unusable without AdBlock. Go to a page like cnn or nbcnews without AdBlock and
about 500,000 adware, crapware loading scripts are running killing you with this taboola revcontent garbage. Ads have become so incredibly obtrusive
that browsing without an adblocker is next to impossible, especially on a tablet with limited memory and processor power.

= Re: (Score:1)

by halfdan the black ( 638018 )

Huge memory usage brings with it a range of problems. Instead of the browser itself choking on a page (rarely happens), now the entire operating system
chokes because the browser gobbles up all the available memory. I have a bad habit of keeping lots of tabs open, and over time, each of them consumes
more memory. I've fairly regularly have a 8GB 2015 iMac completely lock up because the browser used up all the available memory.

Its just plain sloppy careless coding. If you're not paying attention to how mu

|
= Re: (Score:2)

by dbIII ( 701233 )

Instead of the browser itself choking on a page (rarely happens), now the entire operating system chokes because the browser gobbles up all the available
memory

That's a WIN for the average application developer. Why would you want to run anything else on your computer other than their masterpiece?

Thus needing to look outside the mainstream for something to do the job the way you want it instead of the trendy way.

= Re: (Score:1)
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by donaldm (919619 )

Now what about the real issue, MEMORY USAGE!!!

Chrome, the current Firefox and a few others are designed with the assumption that memory usage is not a real issue while speed is - hence all that stuff
in tabs being kept in memory. Yes it sucks if you want to use anything other than their application at the same time or have an older machine with less
memory than the maxed out dev machines, but those developers do not care about such a situation. The answer is an older version or a project that has a
goal of a low memory footprint.

Having 16GB of DDR4 memory is great except I rarely exceed 4GB of usage even with multiple web browsers and tabs. Most of the time I use Chrome and
my overall memory utilization (includes system applications as well) is around 1.5GB to 3GB. Just for your edification, I opened 20 tabs in Chrome and my
memory utilization jumped from 2GB to 3GB. Maybe you are running Chrome on the wrong operating system.

BTW. I run Fedora 24 and on login I automatically run Konsole (six shells) , Dolphin, Ktorrent, System mon

MathML (Score:3)

by Trogre ( 513942 ) on Tuesday October 25, 2016 @07:35PM (#53150659) Homepage
MathML: Firefox wins!

Mostly on account of the other browsers not supporting it at all.

Reply to This Share
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Flag as Inappropriate
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Re: (Score:2)
by hcs_$reboot (1536101 )
It seems Chrome had good reasons [quora.com] to remove MathML

|
= Re: (Score:2)

by Trogre ( 513942 )

The "good reason" being a security bug that no one could be bothered fixing so they just ripped out the whole implementation.

Never mind that it's an important part of the HTML5 specification and MathJax, while nice, is too slow for many situations and shouldn't be necessary on
modern browsers at all.

|
= Re: (Score:2)
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by hcs _$reboot (1536101 )
MathJax is used a lot by Mathematics Stack Exchange

Opera? (Score:2)

by 0100010001010011 (652467 )

I've since switched to Opera (with built in ad blocking) and things seem faster.
Unlike FlIrefox which would crawl to a stop randomly.

o ] hidden comment

= Re: (Score:1)

by tginouye (1795058 )

Yea, I still have an old copy of their "latest" Presto build on my PC for old times sake, but that change to "Chrome dressed in Red" kinda killed it. I still
enjoy it's mouse gestures, but nothing that Otter Browser can't do. I'm still in the market to find something else, currently using Otter, Sleipnir, Opera,
and Edge when necessary. I wish they could've a) kept presto, and b) not been bought by the Chinese.

m ] hidden comment

|
= Re: (Score:1)

by tginouye (1795058 )
Thanks for the update. I have noticed that Otter is slow in progress, but I have my fingers crossed! I'll take a look at Seamonkey and see how I like it. It
may enter my rotation. And yea, I really don't do much on Opera, mostly just for accessing my junk email/when I click on that Red "O" out of habit.

||
= Re: (Score:2)

by mister playboy (1474163 )
The old Presto version received a security update earlier this year... version 12.18. Grab it if you haven't already.

ftp://ftp.opera.com/pub/opera/... [opera.com]

The most notable fix is for the code 40 HTTPS errors on Cloudflare sites. Windows only unfortunately.

o Re: (Score:1)

by zerocommazero ( 837043 )
I've also switched about 2 months ago or so after trying Opera for a while and have been happy.

(o)
e Who the fuck cares (Score:1, Insightful)

® O

® O

by Anonymous Coward
Nobody

Something's missing.... Flash! (Score:3)
by theendlessnow ( 516149 ) * on Tuesday October 25, 2016 @07:39PM (#53150687)

Where are the Flash benchmarks?

Preparing to watch this post sink to the ocean floor....
Reply to This Share

twitter facebook linkedin @
Flag as Inappropriate

Rigid (Score:2)
by PopeRatzo (965947 )
These tests are totally rigged. No mention at all of Netscape Navigator. It's a disgrace.

(o]
o Re: (Score:1)

by Anonymous Coward
Netscape? I'm still using Mosaic.

|
= Re: (Score:2)

® O @€ O H O O o =

® O

® O

by theendlessnow (516149 ) *
Mosaic? Lynx for the win!

the test should be on a local L.AN server and a mix (Score:2)

by Joe_Dragon (2206452 )

The test should be on a local LAN server and a mix of different hardware to test on.

also re-image the system after each browser change so that so caching can't mess up the tests.

The only thing that matters is... (Score:1)
by 110010001000 (697113 )

...adblock.

Look at the plot axes. (Score:2)
by willy_ me (212994 )

All the plots in the referenced article do not start at zero. This leads to very misleading plots so be warned.

e Lynx wins! (Score:2)

by dbIII ( 701233 )

Lynx, the text mode browser, beats the lot in speed.

How is that for an illustration that features matter and Edge needs more than speed to measure up to the web browsers that have been developed for
longer.

(o]
o Re: (Score:2)

by DMFENR (1986182 )
Lynx is a bloated mess, I don't understand how something meant just for web browsing can use over two megabytes of memory, that's like a quarter
emacs, or one five millionth an LOC, absolutely ridiculous. Real power users should be using either retawq or netrik.

m Re: (Score:2)

by dbIII ( 701233 )
Yes I totally agree (I remember this being discussed when an attempt was made to build lynx for DSLinux on the Nintendo DS) but it's the text mode
browser most people have heard of so that is why I used it as an example.

Competition (Score:4, Insightful)
by markdavis ( 642305 ) on Tuesday October 25, 2016 @10:14PM (#53151419)

>"The competition remains fierce. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox, and Microsoft Edge have all gained a variety of new features and improvements over
the past year."
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