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[–] Hardomzel 	60	points	3	hours	ago	

Wtf	basque
permalink embed report

[–] Sayresth 	80	points	2	hours	ago*	(last	edited	2	hours	ago)	

Basque	comes	from	a	time	where	things	were	either	alive,	or	weren't.
permalink embed parent report

[–] lolidkwtfrofl 	13	points	2	hours	ago	

It	comes	from	some	weird	space	time	continuum.
permalink embed parent report

[–] Snorc 	3	points	2	hours	ago	

(crone-voice)	In	the	Age	of	Ancients...
permalink embed parent report

[–] The_Indricotherist 	[score	hidden]	32	minutes	ago	

It	comes	from	a	language	family	known	as	the	Hispanic	languages
permalink embed parent report

[–] Quas4r 	22	points	2	hours	ago	

Basque	is	the	hipster	language	of	Europe,	does	nothing	like	the	others.
permalink embed parent report

[–] fringleydingley 	1	point	an	hour	ago	

That's	a	strange	definition	of	hipster.	They	do	exactly	what	others	do.	Painfully	so.	You	could	maybe	say	"basque
claims	they	did	it	before	it	was	cool"
permalink embed parent report

[–] Quas4r 	3	points	an	hour	ago	

I	thought	Basque	was	notorious	for	being	pretty	much	isolated	linguistically	?
permalink embed parent report

[–] fringleydingley 	6	points	an	hour	ago	

Yeah	it	is.	My	problem	is	with	the	notion	that	hipsters	are	independent	free	sprits	like	the	basque
linguists.
permalink embed parent report

[–] Basque_Pirate 	8	points	3	hours	ago	

lol
permalink embed parent report

[–] blesingri 	10	points	2	hours	ago	

Not	that	weird	actually.

In	Slovene,	for	example,	in	the	accusative	case,	male	nouns	get	an	-a	ending	if	they're	animate,	or	nothing	if	they're
not.

Examples:

Videl	sem	Petra.	(Comes	from	Peter)	-	I	saw	Peter.	Videl	sem	stol.	-	I	saw	the	chair.	(Would've	been	stola	if	chairs
were	alive	and	able	to	read	my	comment)

I	guess	it's	some	kind	of	a	remnant	from	the	first	Indoeuropean	language.
permalink embed parent report

[–] Slusny_Cizinec 	3	points	an	hour	ago	

Similarly,	Czech	distinguishes	animated	and	inanimated	objects,	but	in	masculine	only.	Also	they	have	somewhat
different	declension.

Německý	tank,	německý	voják.	But	in	plural	německé	tanky,	němečtí	vojáci.	Note	palatalization	of	the	animated
soldier.
permalink embed parent report

[–] please_revolt 	2	points	an	hour	ago	

Russian	does	that	too
permalink embed parent report

[–] Qxzkjp 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

So	when	someone	dies,	do	they	lose	their	-a?
permalink embed parent report

[–] Fatortu 	4	points	1	hour	ago	

Not	in	Czech	at	least.	So	it	might	have	to	be	"animate	at	some	point	in	time".	Don't	think	too	hard	about
grammar,	it	doesn't	have	to	make	sense
permalink embed parent report

[–] blesingri 	5	points	1	hour	ago	

No,	but	they	lose	everything	else.
permalink embed parent report

[–] CriticalJump 	4	points	1	hour	ago*	(last	edited	15	minutes	ago)	

That's	a	pretty	neat	way	to	split	genders	and	makes	kind	of	sense.	In	fact	sometimes	I	think	that	genders	in	Romantic
and	Germanic	languages	don't	always	make	too	much	sense.

For	example	why:	le	journal	vs	die	Zeitung?
permalink embed parent report

[–] TordYvel 	[score	hidden]	28	minutes	ago	

At	least	there	is	some	logic	behind.	In	Swedish	it	is	"tidningen"	and	not	"tidninget"	because	FU	that's	why.
permalink embed parent report

[–] t0t0zenerd 	[score	hidden]	14	minutes	ago	

German	also	has	"das	Mädchen"	(the	world	girl	is	somehow	neuter,	not	feminine).

It	makes	grammatical	sense	because	the	ending	-chen	makes	a	word	neuter,	but	it's	still	fucking	weird.
permalink embed parent report

[–] TordYvel 	[score	hidden]	6	minutes	ago*	(last	edited	just	now)	

I'm	not	native	level	German,	but	it's	called	"Die	Mädel"	so	that	is	feminine.	And	diminutives	like	-chen	is
always	"das",	so	there	is	some	logic	to	it.	While	Swedish	is	easier	than	German,	(e.g.	only	2	genders	and
not	even	any	diminutives)	there	is	no	rule	and	you'd	have	to	learn	by	heart	if	it	is	"t"	or	"n"	for	each
word.
permalink embed parent report

[–] pferdemann 	[score	hidden]	53	minutes	ago	

I	think	that	makes	much	more	sense	than	giving	nouns	some	random	grammatical	gender	for	no	reason	like	in	most
of	the	other	languages.
permalink embed parent report

[–] Goheeca 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

Well	masculine	plural	nominativ	also	has	different	forms	for	animate	and	inaminate	in	Czech.
permalink embed parent report

[–] 23PowerZ 	[score	hidden]	38	minutes	ago	

That's	what	the	early	masculine	and	neuter	genders	had	been	in	proto	Indo-European	before	the	addition	of	a
feminine	gender	that	split	animate	in	two.
permalink embed parent report

[–] brandsetter 	92	points	4	hours	ago*	(last	edited	3	hours	ago)	

Uralic	languages	were	gender-neutral	long	before	(always)	it	even	became	a	thing.	Now	Swedish	is	following	the
example	when	it	comes	to	pronouns.

If	you	ever	counter	a	Finn	who	uses	he	or	him	when	referring	to	a	woman	it's	because	there	are	no	gendered
pronouns	in	the	Finnish	language.	There	is	only	hän	which	simply	refers	to	a	human	being.	Because	of	this	fact
sometimes	native	Finnish	speakers	use	the	wrong	gendered	pronoun.

edit:	wordings
permalink embed report

[–] kuikuilla 	54	points	4	hours	ago	

hän

I	need	to	add	that	using	"hän"	when	speaking	of	a	third	person	sounds	really	formal	at	least	to	my	ear.	People	use
"se"	(meaning	it)	on	living	entities	as	well,	which	is	more	informal.
permalink embed parent report

[–] Sulavajuusto 	29	points	3	hours	ago	

Yeah,	it's	mostly	used	in	written	language.	Funnily	"Hän"	is	my	go	to	word	to	spot	a	Finnish-Swede.
permalink embed parent report

[–] IamFinnished 	9	points	1	hour	ago	

We're	just	that	posh	/s
permalink embed parent report

[–] Sulavajuusto 	6	points	1	hour	ago	

My	wife	even	calls	dogs	"hän"
permalink embed parent report

[–] topias123 	18	points	2	hours	ago	

I	just	call	everyone	"vitun	mulkku"
permalink embed parent report

[–] kalabungaa 	13	points	1	hour	ago	

Helsinki

Of	course	you	do
permalink embed parent report

[–] topias123 	[score	hidden]	54	minutes	ago	

I	don't	live	there	anymore	tho,	just	forgot	to	update	flair	:D
permalink embed parent report

[–] clebekki 	[score	hidden]	21	minutes	ago	

You	can	take	a	man	out	of	Helsinki,	but	not	Helsinki	out	of	a	man.
permalink embed parent report

[–] Gutterpump 	[score	hidden]	49	minutes	ago	

And	that's	still	rather	polite.
permalink embed parent report

[–] h2ppyme [S]	6	points	4	hours	ago	

We	have	both	tema	and	the	shorter	ta	for	third	person,	but	see	("it")	is	considered	rather	impolite	to	refer	to	a
human.	Although	it	is	occasionally	done,	especially	when	reporting	about	an	unknown	person,	who	you	have	no
respect	for,	like	reporting	about	a	drunk	or	violent	person	to	the	police.
permalink embed parent report

[–] tilakattila 	8	points	4	hours	ago	

"Se"	used	to	be	impolite,	animals	were	called	"se"	and	people	"hän".	For	some	reason	it's	the	other	way
around	these	days.
permalink embed parent report

[–] please_revolt 	5	points	1	hour	ago	

No	it	wasn't.

The	distinction	between	se/hän	was	never	clear	and	in	many	dialects	they	were	used	interchangeably.	In
a	lot	of	places	people	have	never	used	hän	in	every	day	speech.

Hän	only	became	formal	when	the	standard	version	of	the	language	was	created.	Se	has	been	in
colloquial	use	for	far	longer	than	hän	has	been	formal.
permalink embed parent report

[–] sun_zi 	8	points	3	hours	ago	

It	is	dialectical	thing.	In	most	Finnish	dialects,	the	"hän"	is	used	in	indirect	quotes,	like,	"he	said	he
would	be	come"	is	"se	sanoi	että	hän	kyllä	tulee".	Also,	when	someone	is	present	but	not	participating	in
the	conversation,	they	are	referred	as	"hän".	Like	little	kids	or	animals.
permalink embed parent report

[–] h2ppyme [S]	1	point	4	hours	ago*	(last	edited	3	hours	ago)	

Animals	are	often	referred	to	as	tema	in	Estonian,	if	not	usually.	See	is	usually	for	inanimate	things.
permalink embed parent report

[–] tilakattila 	1	point	4	hours	ago	

I	wonder	is	Finnish	tämä	(this)	and	tema	somehow	related.
permalink embed parent report

[–] Kiviimar 	13	points	4	hours	ago	

Yes,	of	course	they	are.
permalink embed parent report

[–] brandsetter 	3	points	3	hours	ago	

Yes	they	are.

In	addition,	Northern	Sami	diet	(that	(near	the	listener))	and	Hungarian	té-	in	tétova	(“here
and	there”)	have	the	same	etymological	origin.
permalink embed parent report

[–] matude 	3	points	2	hours	ago	

I	wonder	if	Estonians	who	speak	Finnish	tend	to	use	"hän"	more	often	than	"se"?	Do	we	sound	like	very	formal
grandfathers	to	you	guys…
permalink embed parent report

[–] Lonkeromonster 	[score	hidden]	32	minutes	ago	

Actually	you	do	:D	I	lived	in	Tallinn	for	a	year	and	found	many	Estonian	words	similar	to	old	Finnish	words.	For
example	(sõrm)kinnas	reminds	me	of	the	oldish	Finnish	word	(sormi)kintaat.	Usually	we	use	hanskat
nowdays,	which	is	a	loan	word	from	swedish	handskar.

After	like	6	months	in	Estonia	I	was	able	to	understand	+80%	of	the	spoken	Eesti	keel	and	read	quite	well.
permalink embed parent report

[–] brandsetter 	[score	hidden]	37	minutes	ago	

In	some	dialects	people	use	hän	in	colloquial	Finnish,	though	in	most	dialects	people	use	se.	At	first	when
hän/se	divide	was	introduced	to	standard	Finnish	in	the	19th	century	the	divide	was	purely	artificial	and
weren't	use	in	any	of	the	dialects.	Both	people	and	animals	were	referred	to	as	hän	or	se	depending	on	the
dialect.	If	a	dialect	used	hän	for	people	it	used	hän	also	for	animals.	The	same	applied	to	the	use	of	se.

Here	is	a	piece	of	the	matter	in	Finnish	published	by	the	Institute	for	the	Languages	of	Finland:

https://www.kielikello.fi/index.php?mid=2&pid=11&aid=2340.
permalink embed parent report

[–] Platypuskeeper 	33	points	3	hours	ago	

Now	Swedish	is	following	the	example	when	it	comes	to	pronouns.

Sigh,	not	this	again.	No	it's	not.	Swedish	has	just	added	a	third	'neutral'	pronoun	that's	used	in	situations	of
unspecified	gender.	Because	it's	a	pain	in	the	ass	to	write	"he/she"	all	the	time.	I've	not	once	heard	someone	use	'hen'
when	referring	to	a	specific	person	they	knew	the	gender	of.
permalink embed parent report

[–] LupineChemist 	9	points	2	hours	ago	

Interestingly	enough	English	is	also	doing	this	just	by	using	"they"	in	a	singular	contest.	It's	already	colloquially
pretty	common,	and	it's	starting	to	be	officially	recognized	by	the	newspaper	style	guides	in	the	US	(the	de	facto
arbiter	of	US	English).	No	idea	what	the	situation	is	in	the	UK	regarding	the	'officialness'	of	it,	but	English	is	weird
in	not	having	any	single	official	entity	to	certify	stuff	like	that.
permalink embed parent report

[–] orikote 	2	points	2	hours	ago	

Do	you	say	"they	is"	when	you	want	to	be	gender-neutral?

Any	other	trick	for	his|him/her	?
permalink embed parent report

[–] LupineChemist 	10	points	2	hours	ago	

Still	keeps	the	"they	are"	conjugation,	it's	just	singular.

Like	if	someone	does	something	stupid	it's	really	common	to	say	"what	were	they	thinking?".	It's
completely	untaught	in	language	classes	but	now	that	you	know	it	exists,	watch	for	it	and	you	will	see	it
all	the	time.	I	actually	really	like	it	on	sites	like	Reddit	where	you	are	talking	with	people	where	you	don't
know	their	sex.
permalink embed parent report

[–] Andolomar 	2	points	2	hours	ago	

We've	always	used	they	like	that,	and	it	but	that's	very	informal.	It's	not	new	at	all.
permalink embed parent report

[–] LupineChemist 	-1	points	2	hours	ago	

It's	not	new,	but	it	is	a	fairly	recent	(as	in	20th	century)	thing	and	the	recognition	as	being	okay	in
formal	settings	is	certainly	new.
permalink embed parent report

[–] Qxzkjp 	4	points	1	hour	ago	

It	is	way,	way	older	than	that.	14th	century	at	the	latest.
permalink embed parent report

[–] LupineChemist 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

Fair	enough,	I	remember	reading	it	in	some	article	that	I	can't	actually	remember	to	reference
now,	but	I'm	fine	with	assuming	that	author	was	mistaken.
permalink embed parent report

[–] DassinJoe 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

the	newspaper	style	guides	in	the	US	(the	de	facto	arbiter	of	US	English)

You're	referring	to	the	AP	Stylebook?

I	know	some	people	from	Chicago	who'd	like	to	have	a	word...
permalink embed parent report

[–] LupineChemist 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

I	believe	the	NYT	style	guide	as	well.
permalink embed parent report

[–] DassinJoe 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

I	was	focusing	more	on	"de	facto	arbiter"	-	the	Chicago	Manual	of	Style	is	a	serious	contender	for
that	title.
permalink embed parent report

[–] LupineChemist 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

Yeah,	like	I	said,	there's	no	single	institution.	They	are	up	there,	but	English	is	pretty	far	on	the
descriptive	end	of	the	prescriptive/descriptive	continuum,	so	at	the	end	of	the	day	they	are	just
another	piece.
permalink embed parent report

[–] newbiecorner 	2	points	1	hour	ago	

To	be	fair,	doesn't	that	count	as	"following	the	example"?	It	might	take	a	couple	of	decades,	but	I	don't	think	op
was	insinuating	that	the	use	of	language	would	change	overnight	simply	through	a	decisions	to	adopt	a	new
pronoun.	In	the	long	run	however,	I	imagine	the	use	of	'hen'	will	become	more	common,	because,	as	you	mention,
it's	a	pain	in	the	ass	to	write	"he/she"	and	eventually	people	will	get	used	to	just	using	'hen'	(because	it's
easier/simpler	and	is	always	the	right	pronoun).

You're	disputing	with	OP	because	the	change	hasn't	been	immediate,	but	that	wasn't	what	he	was	trying	to	claim
either.	Although	to	be	fair	it's	hard	to	tell	if	it'll	actually	be	adopted	in	spoken	language.
permalink embed parent report

[–] kuikuilla 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

Give	it	a	hundred	years	or	so,	Västerlander	;)
permalink embed parent report

[–] fringleydingley 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

I	have.
permalink embed parent report

[–] ThrowawayWarNotDolma 	7	points	3	hours	ago*	(last	edited	3	hours	ago)	

There	are	Indo-European	languages	with	no	grammatical	gender	either,	namely	Armenian,	Ossetian	and	Persian,
which	happen	to	be	those	with	the	most	ancient	presence	in	Europe.

(The	Persians	invaded	all	the	way	to	Macedonia,	the	proto-Armenian	language	itself	split	off	from	the	clade	with	Greek
and	Albanian	and	migrated	East,	and	Ossetian	is	presumably	a	descendant	of	Scythian	which	once	was	heard	as	far
Northwest	as	Poland.)

The	Indo-Iranian	family	is	interesting,	because	Persian	and	Ossetian	and	some	Indic	languages	do	not	have	gender,
but	two	Indo-Iranian	language	families	that	are	spoken	in	the	area	on	the	map,	Romani	and	Kurdish,	do	have
grammatical	gender.

That	said,	from	a	theoretical	perspective	there	is	not	always	a	clear	line	between	grammatical	gender	and	arbitrary
noun	classes.
permalink embed parent report

[–] Kiviimar 	8	points	3	hours	ago	

There	are	Indo-European	languages	with	no	grammatical	gender	either,	namely	Armenian,	Ossetian	and
Persian,	which	happen	to	be	those	with	the	most	ancient	presence	in	Europe.	(The	Persians	invaded	all	the	way
to	Macedonia,	the	proto-Armenian	language	itself	split	off	from	the	clade	with	Greek	and	Albanian	and	migrated
East,	and	Ossetian	is	presumably	a	descendant	of	Scythian	which	once	was	heard	as	far	Northwest	as	Poland.)
The	Indo-Iranian	family	is	interesting,	because	Persian	and	Ossetian	and	some	Indic	languages	do	not	have
gender,	but	two	Indo-Iranian	language	families	that	are	spoken	in	the	area	on	the	map,	Romani	and	Kurdish,	do
have	grammatical	gender.

Persian	historically	had	gender,	both	in	the	Old	and	Middle	Persian	period,	but	it	was	lost	in	New	Persian.
permalink embed parent report

[–] h2ppyme [S]	4	points	3	hours	ago	

namely	Armenian,	Ossetian	and	Persian,	which	happen	to	be	those	with	the	most	ancient	presence	in	Europe.

Most	ancient	in	what	way?
permalink embed parent report

[–] gensek 	-1	points	2	hours	ago	

Most	ancient	Indo-European	ones.
permalink embed parent report

[–] h2ppyme [S]	3	points	1	hour	ago	

How	can	one	Indo-European	language	be	more	ancient	than	the	other?
permalink embed parent report

[–] h2ppyme [S]	-3	points	4	hours	ago*	(last	edited	3	hours	ago)	

Now	Swedish	is	following	the	example	when	it	comes	to	pronouns.

I	contemplated	whether	to	include	that	fact,	but	it	still	seems	to	be	very	rarely	used.

If	you	ever	counter	a	Finn	who	uses	he	when	referring	to	a	woman	it's	because	there	is	no	he	or	she	in	Finnish
language.

No,	that's	not	how	it	works.	The	brain	is	capable	enough	to	separate	them	and	it	rather	feels	weird	that	there	is	no
tema/hän	in	other	languages	and	you	have	to	unnecessarily	pick	the	gender.	But	this	doesn't	mean	you	accidentally
pick	the	wrong	gender	if	you	know,	who	you	are	talking	about.

Edit:	guess	I've	been	proven	wrong,	although	I	haven't	experienced	it	myself	that	much.
permalink embed parent report

[–] Critical_Stories 	23	points	4	hours	ago	

I'm	Hungarian	and	it	happens	to	me	occasionally.
permalink embed parent report

[–] brandsetter 	18	points	4	hours	ago	

I've	had	experiences	where	Finnish	speakers	have	used	the	wrong	gendered	pronoun	even	when	they've	known
the	gender.
permalink embed parent report

[–] aethralis 	7	points	4	hours	ago	

Yeah,	I	have	noticed	that	Estonians	do	this	a	lot,	especially	when	they	do	not	have	much	practice	speaking
the	language.	It	can	be	really	confusing	for	others	as	in	the	same	sentence	one	person	is	sometimes	referred
to	as	'he'	and	then	a	little	later	as	'she'.
permalink embed parent report

[–] aggravatedsandstone 	11	points	3	hours	ago	

In	my	experience	people	tend	to	use	their	own	gender	for	that.	Men	tend	to	overuse	"he"	and	women
"she".
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[–] aethralis 	2	points	1	hour	ago	

Could	be,	the	evidence	is	anecdotal.	I	just	remember	when	one	of	my	colleagues	here	talked	about
her	daughter	and	referred	to	her	as	'she'	and	'he'	in	different	sentences	leaving	our	other	(Swedish)
colleagues	quite	confused.
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[–] Sneikku 	8	points	4	hours	ago	

In	the	past	I	used	more	often	he/him	for	a	woman	than	she/her.	That	was	because	I	didnt	think	about	the	genders,
so	I	just	automaticly	used	he/him.

Even	now,	I	sometimes	accidentally	use	he/him	for	a	woman.

If	you	ever	counter	a	Finn	who	uses	he	when	referring	to	a	woman	it's	because	there	is	no	he	or	she	in	Finnish
language.

For	me	thats	correct.
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[–] theModge 	2	points	2	hours	ago	

Mandarin	speakers	quite	often	get	the	wrong	gendered	pronoun,	until	they're	really	good	at	English,	because
Mandarin	isn't	big	on	gender;	I'm	told	he	and	she	are	written	as	different	characters,	but	pronounced	the	same.
I've	known	Mandarin	speakers	to	arbitrarily	pick	brother	or	sister,	then	say	something	that	makes	it	clear	they
meant	the	opposite	gender	as	well.
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[–] Small_Islands 	[score	hidden]	40	minutes	ago	

And	he	and	she	weren't	a	thing	before	the	late	Qing-dynasty.	Back	then	there	was	just	a	single	he/she
character	used	for	everyone	(which	is	the	current	he	for	males).	Many	felt	that	this	was	too	male	oriented	and
made	a	new	female	"he"	(the	current	she)	as	the	ROC	was	set	up.
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[–] newbiecorner 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

I	guarantee	to	you,	Finnish	people	often	make	mistakes	with	pronouns	for	exactly	this	reason.	Source:	am	finn.
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[–] please_revolt 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

No,	that's	not	how	it	works.

That's	exactly	how	it	works
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[–] GMantis 	21	points	5	hours	ago	

The	red	spot	in	southeastern	Bulgaria	should	be	grey,	not	red,	since	it	has	a	Turkish	minority	and	not	Greek.
permalink embed report

[–] h2ppyme [S]	6	points	5	hours	ago	

Really?	Ah	man,	I've	done	so	many	many	maps	like	that.	;)
permalink embed parent report

[–] Corvus_2 	1	point	2	hours	ago	

Weren't	they	pomaks?	Muslim	slavs/bulgarians,	rather	than	ethnic	turks?
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[–] GMantis 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

There	are	Pomaks	but	most	inhabitants	of	Kardzhali	province	are	Turks.
permalink embed parent report

[–] PlayingPvZ 	5	points	3	hours	ago	

Are	the	genders	in	the	Swedish	language	basically	”en/ett”?
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[–] Frederik_CPH 	9	points	2	hours	ago	

yes
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[–] Emnel 	9	points	2	hours	ago	

maybe
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[–] Gott_Erhalte_Franz 	9	points	2	hours	ago	

I	don't	know
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[–] The_Angry_Gorilla 	9	points	2	hours	ago	

No
permalink embed parent report

[–] tordeque 	5	points	2	hours	ago	

Those	are	the	two	indefinite	articles	(that	are	still	in	common	use).

Gender	determines	the	indefinite	article	(en/ett),	the	suffix	in	the	definite	case,	and	the	third	person	pronoun.
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[–] Leif_GW 	3	points	1	hour	ago	

Yeah	that's	the	only	way	this	makes	sense	to	me.	But	calling	it	genders	is	kinda	misleading	because	it	has	no
connection	to	actual	genders.
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[–] fringleydingley 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

Nor	does	the	gendered	one	often.das	mädschen,	for	example.
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[–] Baud_Olofsson 	2	points	2	hours	ago	

Common	and	neuter.
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[–] kuikuilla 	2	points	1	hour	ago	

No.
permalink embed parent report

[–] platlas 	[score	hidden]	28	minutes	ago	

isn't	there	also	something	like	"ei"?	like	ketchupflaska?
permalink embed parent report

[–] waterfuck 	5	points	2	hours	ago	

I'm	really	curious	how	can	a	romance	language	become	gender	neutral.	Even	nouns	have	genders	and	we	don't	have
a	neutral	gender	like	Germanic	languages
permalink embed report

[–] Quirite 	3	points	2	hours	ago*	(last	edited	1	hour	ago)	

We	have	transgender	words,	though.

(L'uovo	--->	le	uova;	il	braccio	--->	le	braccia;	il	ginocchio	--->	le	ginocchia).
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[–] CuntWeasel 	3	points	2	hours	ago	

It's	exactly	the	same	in	Romanian	(and	your	first	two	examples	are	the	same	too	when	translated),	so	my	guess	is
/u/waterfuck	just	skipped	school	when	they	taught	that.
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[–] waterfuck 	1	point	2	hours	ago	

Wait,	are	you	talking	about	neutral	nouns	(	un	televizor	doua	televizoare)?	How	are	going	to	apply	that	to
people?	"El	e	Andrei	ele	e	Andrei	și	Mihai"?
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[–] CuntWeasel 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

Oh	now	I	understand	what	you're	saying,	but	I	don't	think	there	are	any	languages	that	do	the	gender
neutral	thing	for	proper	nouns...	at	least	none	of	the	ones	I	speak.
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[–] Nyron21 	2	points	2	hours	ago	

A	phonetic	decay	of	some	endings	could	easily	eliminate	gender	even	in	the	romance	languages.
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[–] flightlessbird 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

Easiest	to	imagine	in	French,	where	gender	is	only	marked	on	the	articles	anyway.
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[–] Kevoyn 	[score	hidden]	51	minutes	ago	

Only	?	In	French	gender	is	maked	in	nouns,	adjectives,	past	participle	and	pronoun.	Sometimes	it	happens
that	only	article	shows	the	gender	when	the	noun	and	the	adjective	(eg.)	are	invariable.
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[–] shewasmadeofchimps 	5	points	1	hour	ago	

If	all	that	yellow	in	the	west	half	of	Ireland	is	meant	to	represent	Irish,	it's	way	too	big	(sadly).	Here's	a	fairer
representation:
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/3/34/Gaeltachtai_le_hainmneacha2.svg/250px-
Gaeltachtai_le_hainmneacha2.svg.png
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[–] h2ppyme [S]	3	points	1	hour	ago	

I	am	aware	of	that,	but	this	is	the	best	base	map	I	have	found.
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[–] shewasmadeofchimps 	4	points	1	hour	ago	

No	problem,	I	am	an	English	speaker	in	the	west	of	Ireland	and	I	spent	a	good	5	seconds	thinking	about	if	we	used
different	pronouns	to	people	in	the	east	of	the	country.	It's	early.
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[–] RifleSoldier 	[score	hidden]	58	minutes	ago	

Not	really	on	topic,	but	thanks	for	not	showing	the	eastern	part	of	Latvia	as	if	everyone	was	speaking	Russian	there,
like	some	language	maps	like	to.	The	people	there	are	very	much	Latvian.
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[–] ThomasFowl 	12	points	3	hours	ago	

This	remind	me	of	an	odd	annoyance	that	I	have	with	English	as	a	continental:

People	using	"he	or	she"	CONSTANTLY,	even	though	your	language	has	a	perfectly	sensible	word	for	describing	a
situation	in	which	a	persons	gender	is	unknown.

It	a	totally	crazy	thing	to	be	annoyed	about	but	it	just	seems	to	remarkably	inefficient.
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[–] matttk 	9	points	3	hours	ago	

What	word	is	that?	"They"	feels	like	you're	talking	about	multiple	people	and	"it"	feels	like	you're	talking	about	an
inanimate	object.

For	example,	it	feels	mean	to	call	a	dog	"it",	so	I	would	just	say	"he"	because	my	childhood	dog	was	a	male.	(I	see
people	who	had	a	female	dog	saying	"she"	for	all	dogs)
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[–] joed_ 	17	points	2	hours	ago	

"They"	doesn't	really	feel	as	if	you're	talking	about	multiple	people	(no	more	than	"you"	does),	at	least	not	to	my
ear.	It's	fairly	common	in	English	to	use	it	to	refer	to	just	the	one	person,	and	has	been	in	use	in	that	fashion	for
several	centuries.
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[–] matttk 	3	points	2	hours	ago	

Yeah,	it	is	common	to	use	"they"	for	multiple	people	but	it's	still	weird	sometimes,	IMO.	And	sometimes	it
definitely	would	feel	completely	wrong.	(like	for	a	dog)
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[–] pastelfruits 	2	points	2	hours	ago*	(last	edited	13	minutes	ago)	

It's	really	not	that	weird,	most	people	aren't	going	to	look	at	you	funny	for	saying	"they're	here"	when
referring	to	one	person.	or	"where's	the	dog"	"they're	upstairs"	you're	exaggerating	the	weirdness
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[–] matttk 	[score	hidden]	49	minutes	ago	

I'm	only	trying	to	say	that	it's	not	a	perfectly	usable	word	as	OP	said.	Also,	if	someone	referred	to	a
dog	with	"they",	that	would	be	super	weird.	I	think	for	a	person,	it	makes	more	sense	because	it's
important	not	to	get	the	gender	wrong.	For	a	dog,	no	one	cares	because	it's	a	dog.	If	you	said
"they",	would	think	of	a	person	and	dogs	aren't	people.
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[–] Kulpas 	[score	hidden]	21	minutes	ago	

They	doesn't	look	weird	if	the	person	isn't	present	or	you	know	their	gender	thing	is	so	fucking
convoluted	you	just	don't	even	want	to	bothered.

Happens	a	lot	on	discord	when	we	realize	no	one	fuckin	knows	if	our	friend	is	a	guy	or	a	girl.
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[–] Golarion 	8	points	3	hours	ago	

Xhe	and	xer,	duh.
permalink embed parent report

[–] ThomasFowl 	2	points	2	hours	ago	

They	can	be	plural	or	singular
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[–] BananaBork 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

Though	even	the	singular	"they"	is	treated	as	a	plural	grammatically.	You	can't	say	"they	is	here"	for	example.
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[–] h2ppyme [S]	3	points	3	hours	ago	

Because	that's	plural	and	you	sometimes	need	to	refer	to	the	singular	"he	or	she".
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[–] ThomasFowl 	8	points	3	hours	ago	

They	does	not	have	to	be	plural	at	all,	it	can	be	used	as	a	third	person	singular	too	right?
permalink embed parent report

[–] h2ppyme [S]	5	points	3	hours	ago	

From	oxforddictionaries.com:

Some	people	object	to	the	use	of	plural	pronouns	in	this	type	of	situation	on	the	grounds	that	it’s
ungrammatical.	In	fact,	the	use	of	plural	pronouns	to	refer	back	to	a	singular	subject	isn’t	new:	it
represents	a	revival	of	a	practice	dating	from	the	16th	century.	It’s	increasingly	common	in	current	English
and	is	now	widely	accepted	both	in	speech	and	in	writing.
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[–] stvbnsn 	5	points	3	hours	ago	

Singular	they	is	here	to	stay	I	think,	regardless	of	some	people’s	“grammatical”	rules.	I	mean	we	could
use	“one”	but	it	sounds	extremely	snooty	in	conversation,	“did	one	enjoy	one’s	self”	or	“one’s	hair	grows
quickly.”	Same	effect	but	sounds	pretentious	as	hell.
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[–] ScarySandwichMan 	5	points	3	hours	ago	

When	I	was	at	University,	"they"	was	considered	incorrect	if	you	used	it	in	a	singular	form.	This	was	only	a
few	years	ago.

It's	probably	an	example	of	a	word	that	has	gained	new	"correct"	usages	over	time.	Most	people	use	it
singularly	verbally,	anyway.

I	don't	think	there	is	actually	a	"correct,"	gender	neutral,	singular	pronoun;	this	may	explain	why	it	is	used	so
often,	even	if	technically	incorrect.
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[–] unlinkeds 	3	points	3	hours	ago	

They	can	be	singular	too.
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[–] Jonnyrocketm4n 	4	points	3	hours	ago	

Honestly	genders	is	what	fucks	me	up,	people	look	at	me	in	amusement	and	then	speak	English	to	me.
permalink embed report

[–] BananaGuardNumber2 	2	points	2	hours	ago	

Can	someone	explain	north	of	Sweden	and	Norway?	They	speak	Finnish?
permalink embed report

[–] Mamelukkivalas 	8	points	1	hour	ago	

Sami	languages,	that	area	is	hugely	exaggerated	though	as	most	of	those	areas	are	majority
Finnish/Swedish/Norwegian	with	some	exceptions.	These	maps	often	exaggerate	minority	languages	because	people
want	them	represented	in	maps	anyways.

They	are	related	to	Finnish	but	not	very	closely.
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[–] m6ke 	5	points	2	hours	ago	

My	guess:	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sami_languages
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[–] 1SaBy 	1	point	2	hours	ago	

I	don't	think	it's	Finnish,	maybe	Saami,	another	Finnic	(Ugro-Finnic)	language.
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[–] h2ppyme [S]	3	points	2	hours	ago	

Just	to	clear	things	up,	"Ugro-Finnic"	is	not	really	a	used	term,	it's	"Finno-Ugric".	Also,	Sami	languages	are	not
Finnic,	but	a	bit	higher	branch:	Finno-Samic.
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[–] 1SaBy 	5	points	1	hour	ago	

Well,	TIL.

Just	to	clear	things	up,	"Ugro-Finnic"	is	not	really	a	used	term,	it's	"Finno-Ugric".

Strange.	Why	would	they	be	switched	around	in	different	languages?
https://sk.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ugrof%C3%ADnske_jazyky
permalink embed parent report

[–] h2ppyme [S]	2	points	1	hour	ago	

Ah,	interesting.	Most	likely	because	you	are	closer	to	Hungarians	than	to	Finns.
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[–] txarnego 	2	points	1	hour	ago	

animate	gender?
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[–] h2ppyme [S]	2	points	1	hour	ago	

Grammatical	genders	don't	just	have	to	be	male	and	female.
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[–] SerendipityQuest 	2	points	1	hour	ago	

As	a	consequence	I	tend	to	mix	up	her/his	and	things	like	that	a	lot,	since	the	whole	concept	is	completely	alien	to	my
native	Hungarian...
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[–] NillesMan 	2	points	1	hour	ago	

The	netherlands	once	had	grammatical	genders	but	we	don’t	anymore,	we	also	don’t	have	gendered	pronouns	we
have	(if	these	aren’t	pronouns	i	am	just	stupid)	de	and	het,	but	it	is	‘de	man’	(the	man)	and	‘de	vrouw’	(the	woman)
permalink embed report

[–] atrlrgn_ 	[score	hidden]	57	minutes	ago	

We	were	gender-neutral	befor	it	was	cool	haha	/s
permalink embed report

[–] IamFinnished 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

It	annoys	me	that	the	swedish-speaking	area	in	Ostrobothnia	is	frequently	misplaced	on	maps	like	these.	The	whole
thing	should	be	moved	further	south,	from	Kaskö	to	Kokkola	and	not	all	the	way	to	Raahe	like	in	the	picture.

Also	a	majority	of	Swedish-speaking	Finns	live	on	the	south	coast	which	should	get	at	least	some	recognition	imo.
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[–] dreamfisher 	[score	hidden]	40	minutes	ago	

It's	worth	noting	that	Polish	has	five	gramatical	genders.

It's	our	primary	goal	to	make	our	language	as	difficult	as	possible.
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[–] purupupu14 	[score	hidden]	22	minutes	ago	

How	big	is	the	Hungarian	minority	inside	Romania	exactly?
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[–] h2ppyme [S]	[score	hidden]	14	minutes	ago	

quite	big
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[–] Kulpas 	[score	hidden]	19	minutes	ago	

I	like	English	because	the	gender	neutrality	brings	a	lot	to	writing	if	used	well.
permalink embed report

[–] liptonreddit 	[score	hidden]	17	minutes	ago	

What	does	the	white	line	represent?	Why	there	are	a	yellow/green	spot	on	France?
permalink embed report

[–] h2ppyme [S]	[score	hidden]	15	minutes	ago	

Language	borders.	France	is	not	a	monolingual	country.
permalink embed parent report

[–] liptonreddit 	[score	hidden]	6	minutes	ago	

Why	there	is	no	language	border	between	Breton	&	rest	of	France?	Why	there	is	a	language	border	in	middle	of
France	(for	some	reason).	Why	Basque	is	represented	but	not	Cauchois,	or	Langue	d'Oc	?
permalink embed parent report

[–] B3nd3tta 	-3	points	1	hour	ago	

At	least	the	languages	agree	that	there	are	two	genders.
permalink embed report

[–] Fatortu 	5	points	1	hour	ago	

There	are	three/four	in	Czech.	This	map	doesn't	show	the	number	of	genders.
permalink embed parent report

[–] B3nd3tta 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

There‘s	also	„es“	in	german	but	that‘s	hardly	a	gender
permalink embed parent report

[–] h2ppyme [S]	2	points	1	hour	ago	

This	map	might	better	inform	you.
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[–] txarnego 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

Danish	dialects	have	1,2	or	3	genders:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender_in_Danish_and_Swedish#/media/File:Denmark-gender.png
permalink embed parent report

[–] captainfugu 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

Romanian	also	has	three.
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[–] vitor210 	-1	points	2	hours	ago*	(last	edited	17	minutes	ago)	

To	our	friends	in	Finland:	how	do	you	guys	understand	each	other	with	no	grammatical	genders	or	pronouns?	:D

EDIT:	wow	do	I	really	need	to	add	the	/s	at	the	end	to	show	I	was	joking?	Didn't	you	guys	see	that	by	the	smile	I
used	in	the	end?	Come	on,	don't	need	to	downvote
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[–] BananaGuardNumber2 	26	points	2	hours	ago	

why	would	that	be	a	problem?	What	use	exactly	is	knowing	a	chair	is	feminine?
permalink embed parent report

[–] 1SaBy 	3	points	2	hours	ago	

Don't	ask	the	Germans,	they	won't	know.
permalink embed parent report

[–] thinkfan 	11	points	2	hours	ago	

In	fact	a	chair	is	male	so	there's	that.
permalink embed parent report

[–] 1SaBy 	2	points	1	hour	ago	

It's	not,	that'd	be	just	silly.
permalink embed parent report

[–] captainfugu 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

Chairs	have	penis-like	appendages,	therefore	they	are	male.
permalink embed parent report

[–] 1SaBy 	4	points	1	hour	ago	

Chairs	have	legs.	I	don't	think	men	typically	stand	on	four	penises.
permalink embed parent report

[–] Deathleach 	3	points	1	hour	ago	

Well,	if	you	sit	on	a	male	chair	that	would	be	pretty	gay.
permalink embed parent report

[–] h2ppyme [S]	12	points	2	hours	ago	

No,	the	question	is	rather,	why	would	you	need	either	of	them?
permalink embed parent report

[–] Rushtov 	3	points	2	hours	ago	

Okay,	I	can	understand	that	you	don't	need	grammatical	genders,	but	what	about	pronouns?	Idk,	it	really	makes	a
difference	to	me.	It	makes	it	easier	to	note	who	the	speaker	is	referring	to.
permalink embed parent report

[–] kuikuilla 	6	points	1	hour	ago	

We	use	names.
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[–] please_revolt 	4	points	1	hour	ago	

At	that	point	you	might	also	have	pronouns	for	hair	color,	height	or	any	other	features.

He/she	is	more	trouble	than	it's	worth.
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[–] h2ppyme [S]	3	points	1	hour	ago	

Gendered	pronouns	aren't	much	help.	You	can	refer	to	the	person	with	a	gender-neutral	pronoun	and	it's	just
as	fine.
permalink embed parent report

[–] newbiecorner 	6	points	1	hour	ago	

I	think	the	"idk"	on	your	comment	should	make	you	rethink	your	position.	If	you	can't	really	explain	why	the
pronouns	help,	then	it's	likely	that	you're	just	reacting	to	it	because	of	your	own	cultural	upbringing	rather
than	a	rational	"need"	for	gender	pronouns.

Of	coarse	it	seems	weird	to	someone	that's	used	to	gender	pronouns,	just	as	for	a	finn	it	seems	really	weird
to	talk	about	a	male/female	chair.	That's	not	a	reason	that's	just	what	you're	used	to.

As	an	explanation:	it's	rarely	relevant	whether	the	person	you're	referring	to	was	born	with	female	or	male
genitalia	to	the	sentence	structure	or	topic.	So	why	bother	saying	it?	Especially	when	it,	probably/might,	lead
to	higher	stereotyping/sexism	(since	language	affects	[strongly]	our	culture	and	how	we	think,	even	though
that	doesn't	seem	obvious	at	first	glance).
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[–] Rushtov 	4	points	1	hour	ago	

The	very	fact	that	there	are	languages	without	gender	pronouns	shows	that	there's	no	need	for	them.
And	yeah,	of	course	it's	because	of	my	language	that	I	regard	them	as	useful,	just	as	I	received	a	bunch
of	answers	of	Finns	saying	they're	not	needed.

And	note	that	whether	pronouns	have	gender	or	not	is	not	relevant	to	the	sentence	structure,	but	it
definitely	is	for	the	topic.	If	you're	talking	about	a	situation	which	involves	a	girl	and	a	guy,	for	example,
are	you	going	to	be	using	their	names	every	time	you	refer	to	them	and	want	to	differentiate	them?	It's
just	easier	(again,	not	needed)	to	refer	to	them	with	the	gender	pronoun.
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[–] newbiecorner 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

I	mean,	I'm	glad	you	acknowledge	your	bias	is	affecting	how	you	feel	about	it,	but	confused	why
you	then	still	insist	that	it's	"easier".

As	a	bi-lingual	(whose	one	language	uses	pronouns	and	the	other	doesn't)	I	rarely	come	across
situations	where	the	pronouns	is	"easier",	but	often	come	across	situations	were	the	lack	of	a
pronouns	IS	easier	(when	you	don't	know	the	gender	for	example).	There	are	situations	for	both	I
guess,	but	there	are	more	(in	my	experience)	situations	were	the	lack	of	pronouns	is	more	useful.

To	clarify,	I'm	not	trying	to	be	insulting	if	it	comes	out	that	way.	It	just	feels	like	you're	saying	"yes
it's	because	of	my	bias	but	I'm	going	to	stand	by	my	bias	simply	because	it's	my	bias".
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[–] pupupipo 	[score	hidden]	8	minutes	ago*	(last	edited	4	minutes	ago)	

Let's	say	you're	talking	about	the	average	European	person,	it's	easier	to	use	hän	than	he/she

Let's	say	you	see	someone	driving	a	car	in	the	distance,	it's	easier	to	use	hän	than	he/she

Let's	say	you're	having	a	baby	and	don't	know	his/her	gender	yet,	it's	easier	to	use	hän	than
he/she

Let's	say	there	are	more	than	1	woman	and	more	than	1	man	in	this	situation	of	yours,	hän	is
equally	useful	as	he/she

Let's	say	your	friend	is	sad	because	his/her	(again	it	would	be	so	much	easier	to	use	hän	in
this	imaginary	example)	cousin	died,	it's	easier	to	use	hän	than	he/she

Let's	say	you	meet	a	transsexual	person	and	you're	not	quite	sure	about	his/her/xir	gender,
it's	easier	to	use	hän	than	he/she

Let's	say	you're	going	to	meet	[extremely	foreign	name]	and	you	don't	know	if	his/her	first
name	Prazkf	is	a	boy's	or	a	girl's	name.	Or	he/she's	called	Alex,	maybe	it's	short	for
Alexandra?

I	could	name	a	dozen	more	examples	where	it's	more	beneficial	to	use	one	pronoun	but	I	can't	think
of	any	example	(outside	the	one	you	mentioned)	where	he/she	is	better.	To	me	it's	absolutely	clear
that	one	pronoun	is	simply	better,	but	that's	only	because	I'm	used	to	it.
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[–] Critical_Stories 	2	points	1	hour	ago	

It	makes	absolutely	no	sense	to	state	someone's	gender	in	a	conversation.	If	you	really	need	that,	you	can
use	"guy,	man"	or	"girl,	woman",	etc.

A	gender	neutral	pronoun	is	enough	for	everything	else.
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[–] FroobingtonSanchez 	[score	hidden]	10	minutes	ago*	(last	edited	4	minutes	ago)	

It's	really	useful	when	talking	about	an	interaction	between	a	male	and	a	female,	because	you	can	refer
to	them	with	either	he/she	or	him/her	in	the	next	sentence(s)	without	causing	confusion.
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[–] Critical_Stories 	[score	hidden]	7	minutes	ago	

There's	no	confusion.	It's	always	clear	from	context.	And,	again,	if	you	absolutely	need	to	make	it
clear,	you	use	guy	or	girl	or	something	like	that.
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[–] FroobingtonSanchez 	[score	hidden]	1	minute	ago	

Of	course	every	language	has	found	its	way	to	make	it	very	easy	to	use.	There	are	always
alternatives	for	using	gender	specific	pronouns	and	maybe	the	language	becomens	easier	or
more	objective	because	of	it.	But	using	gender	in	language	certainly	gives	you	more	options,
complexity	isn't	always	a	bad	thing.
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[–] pastelfruits 	1	point	1	hour	ago	

easier	arguably	but	definitely	not	necessary
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[–] FliccC 	[score	hidden]	18	minutes	ago*	(last	edited	10	minutes	ago)	

In	languages	that	use	genders,	they	serve	the	purpose	of	referencing	something	outside	of	the	main	sentence,
which	can	both	help	the	clarity	of	a	statement	and	give	the	speaker	additional	creative	tools	in	expressing
themselves.

I	can	really	feel	the	difference	between	German	and	English,	two	languages	which	are	very	similar	except	for
genders:	English	is	the	better	language	if	it	comes	to	ease	of	use	and	quick	communication.	But	you	can	be	much
more	precise	when	using	German,	which	makes	it	far	easier	to	communicate	complicated	information.	This	is
largely	thanks	to	genders.

HG	Wells	prophetised	that	German	would	be	the	language	of	the	future,	because	it	was	the	language	of	science.
And	since	the	future	would	be	shaped	by	science	and	technological	advancements,	he	thought	that	the	people	too
would	use	a	precise,	almost	mathematically	exact	language.
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[–] h2ppyme [S]	[score	hidden]	14	minutes	ago	

Genders	don't	make	the	languages	more	precise,	grammatical	cases	do.
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[–] FliccC 	[score	hidden]	7	minutes	ago	

Por	que	no	los	dos?

Genders	are	making	the	language	more	precise,	it	is	their	main	feature.
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[–] please_revolt 	3	points	1	hour	ago	

How	do	you	guys	understand	each	other	with	grammatical	genders	and	pronouns?	:D
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[–] BlueBeardedDevil 	2	points	1	hour	ago	

I	don't	understand	the	question,	why	wouldn't	we	understand?
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[–] paniniconqueso 	[score	hidden]	19	minutes	ago	

My	native	language	is	Korean	and	we	have	no	grammatical	gender.	It	works	fine.
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[–] tdpl24 	-2	points	1	hour	ago	

Unisex	languages	need	to	be	banned.
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[–] h2ppyme [S]	1	point	1	hour	ago	

Why	so?	:)
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[–] tdpl24 	-1	points	1	hour	ago	

I	believe	they	convey	less	information	in	a	sentence.	English	has	always	bugged	me	out	due	to	being	unisex.	I	dont
want	to	sound	offensive,	but	to	me	unisex	languages	are	somewhat	lesser.	Btw	before	this	map	i	did	not	know
there	are	so	many	unisex	languages.
permalink embed parent report

[–] ExWei 	[score	hidden]	56	minutes	ago	

So	do	you	really	think	that	"unisex"	languages	should	be	banned?
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[–] tdpl24 	[score	hidden]	28	minutes	ago	

Nope,	i	was	being	sarcastic.
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[–] jidouhanbaikiUA 	[score	hidden]	54	minutes	ago	

You	can	always	convey	information	using	lexical	means.
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[–] tdpl24 	[score	hidden]	29	minutes	ago	

I	think	that	a	non-unisex	language	can	provide	more	information	in	a	single	sentence	that	a	unisex
language.
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[–] h2ppyme [S]	[score	hidden]	26	minutes	ago	

If	you	mean	grammatical	genders,	then	they	serve	no	purpose	whatsoever	-	they	carry	absolutely	no
information.

And	there	is	no	such	thing	as	"unisex	languages".	That's	not	what	this	term	means.
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