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New	Electronic	Book	Format	Unveiled:	WebBook
posted	by	chromas	on	Sunday	April	22,	@11:39PM				
from	the	documents-definitely-need-javascript	dept.

Apparition	writes:

Daniel	Glazman	believes	that	EPUB	has	reached	a	technical	dead	end.

It	is	impossible	to	aggregate	a	set	of	web	pages	into	a	EPUB	book	through	a	trivial	zip,	and	it	is	impossible	to	unzip	an	EPUB	book	and	make	it
readable	inside	a	Web	browser	even	with	graceful	degradation.
Despite	the	International	Digital	Publishing	Forum	merging	with	W3C	in	January	2017,	EPUB	continues	to	diverge	from	web	standards.
The	EPUB	3.1	specification	has	been	rescinded	because	it	is	too	costly	and	complex	for	the	eBook	industry	to	adopt.

Mr.	Glazman's	solution?	The	WebBook	format.	From	the	announcement:

I	have	then	decided	to	work	on	a	different	format	for	electronic	books,	called	WebBook.	A	format	strictly	based	on	Web	technologies
and	when	I	say	"Web	technologies",	I	mean	the	most	basic	ones:	html,	CSS,	JavaScript,	SVG	and	friends;	the	class	of	specifications	all	Web
authors	use	and	master	on	a	daily	basis.	Not	all	details	are	decided	or	even	ironed,	the	proposal	is	still	a	work	in	progress	at	this	point,	but	I
know	where	I	want	to	go	to.

[...]	I	have	started	from	a	list	of	requirements,	something	that	was	never	done	that	way	in	the	EPUB	world:

1.	 one	URL	is	enough	to	retrieve	a	remote	WebBook	instance,	there	is	no	need	to	download	every	resource	composing	that	instance
2.	 the	contents	of	a	WebBook	instance	can	be	placed	inside	a	Web	site's	directory	and	are	directly	readable	by	a	Web	browser	using	the	URL
for	that	directory

3.	 the	contents	of	a	WebBook	instance	can	be	placed	inside	a	local	directory	and	are	directly	readable	by	a	Web	browser	opening	its
index.html	or	index.xhtml	topmost	file

4.	 each	individual	resource	in	a	WebBook	instance,	on	a	Web	site	or	on	a	local	disk,	is	directly	readable	by	a	Web	browser
5.	 any	html	document	can	be	used	as	content	document	inside	a	WebBook	instance,	without	restriction
6.	 any	stylesheet,	replaced	resource	(images,	audio,	video,	etc.)	or	additional	resource	useable	by	a	html	document	(JavaScript,	manifests,
etc.)	can	be	used	inside	the	navigation	document	or	the	content	documents	of	a	WebBook	instance,	without	restriction

7.	 the	navigation	document	and	the	content	documents	inside	a	WebBook	instance	can	be	created	and	edited	by	any	html	editor
8.	 the	metadata,	table	of	contents	contained	in	the	navigation	document	of	a	WebBook	instance	can	be	created	and	edited	by	any	html	editor
9.	 the	WebBook	specification	is	backwards-compatible
10.	 the	WebBook	specification	is	forwards-compatible,	at	the	potential	cost	of	graceful	degradation	of	some	content
11.	 WebBook	instances	can	be	recognized	without	having	to	detect	their	MIME	type
12.	 it's	possible	to	deliver	electronic	books	in	a	form	that	is	compatible	with	both	WebBook	and	EPUB	3.0.1

Compatibility	with	EPUB	3.0.1	is	a	good	way	to	start	adoption.	Now	to	see	if	WebBook	catches	on.	The	GitHub	repository	is	here.

Original	Submission

(1)

EPUB	IS	SHIT	(Score:	1)	by	Ethanol-fueled	on	Sunday	April	22,	@11:45PM	(3	children)

by	Ethanol-fueled	(2792)	 	on	Sunday	April	22,	@11:45PM	(#670526)	Homepage

If	EPUB	sucks	ass,	then	plebes	like	me	won't	trust	that	your	later	version	won't	also	suck	donkey	balls.	Prove	your	worth	or	eat	a	bag	of	donkey	dicks.

Re:EPUB	IS	SHIT	(Score:	3,	Insightful)	by	Apparition	on	Monday	April	23,	@12:05AM	(1	child)

by	Apparition	(6835)	 	on	Monday	April	23,	@12:05AM	(#670536)

Why	exactly	is	EPUB	"shit?"	The	most	common	argument	I've	seen	against	EPUB	is	DRM,	but	that's	not	in	the	EPUB	spec.	There	are	plenty	of
EPUB	files	available	without	DRM.

Re:EPUB	IS	SHIT	(Score:	0)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@05:17AM

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@05:17AM	(#670628)

Why	exactly	is	EPUB	"shit?"

Looking	at	who	the	OP	is,	I	guess	it's	because	it	doesn't	come	with	free	alcohol.	;-)

Re:EPUB	IS	SHIT	(Score:	2,	Redundant)	by	driverless	on	Monday	April	23,	@06:05AM

by	driverless	(4770)	on	Monday	April	23,	@06:05AM	(#670633)

Not	even	worth	writing	any	text,	since	there's	a	pre-made	XKCD	for	this	already.	[xkcd.com]

Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	2)	by	frojack	on	Sunday	April	22,	@11:49PM	(27	children)

by	frojack	(1554)	 	on	Sunday	April	22,	@11:49PM	(#670529)	Journal

any	html	document	can	be	used	as	content	document	inside	a	WebBook	instance,	without	restriction	....	each	individual	resource	in	a
WebBook	instance,	on	a	Web	site	or	on	a	local	disk,

And	that's	exactly	why	I	don't	want	this	steaming	pile.

--
No,	you	are	mistaken.	I've	always	had	this	sig.

That's	really	only	a	problem	if...	(Score:	1,	Informative)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Sunday	April	22,	@11:58PM	(6	children)

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Sunday	April	22,	@11:58PM	(#670532)

...	you	don't	control	your	reading	device	(or,	at	least,	your	network	access).

Re:That's	really	only	a	problem	if...	(Score:	4,	Informative)	by	hendrikboom	on	Monday	April	23,	@12:05AM	(5	children)

by	hendrikboom	(1125)	on	Monday	April	23,	@12:05AM	(#670535)	Homepage

Most	ereaders	are	beyond	the	owner's	control.	Their	only	saving	grace	is	that	they	are	too	stupid	to	be	easily	suborned	by	the	likes	of
javascript.

Does	anyone	make	e-ink	tablets	that	*are*	under	the	user's	control?	I'd	love	to	use	a	suitable	Linux	on	one.

Re:That's	really	only	a	problem	if...	(Score:	3,	Informative)	by	archfeld	on	Monday	April	23,	@12:50AM	(2	children)

by	archfeld	(4650)	<treboreel@live.com>	on	Monday	April	23,	@12:50AM	(#670553)	Journal

My	Kindle	e-reader	will	load	local	resources	and	can	be	accessed	as	a	storage	device	via	the	USB	cable.	I	get	books	from	private
authors,	as	well	as	the	internet	archive,	in	addition	to	the	publisher	controlled	kindle	library.

Sources	such	as	Obooko	https://www.obooko.com/	[obooko.com]
		or	the	Internet	Archive	https://openlibrary.org/	[openlibrary.org]
Offer	various	format	ebooks	for	download.

--
For	the	NSA	:	Explosives,	guns,	assassination,	conspiracy,	primers,	detonators,	initiators,	main	charge,	nuclear	charge

Re:That's	really	only	a	problem	if...	(Score:	2)	by	hendrikboom	on	Monday	April	23,	@03:01AM	(1	child)

by	hendrikboom	(1125)	on	Monday	April	23,	@03:01AM	(#670587)	Homepage

Same	on	my	Kobo.	I	can	put	epub's	and	pdf's	on	it	using	a	USB	cable.

But	I	have	no	control	over	the	software	it	runs.

Re:That's	really	only	a	problem	if...	(Score:	0)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@06:09AM

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@06:09AM	(#670637)

Sure	you	do.
https://news.ycombinator.com/item?id=14079721	[ycombinator.com]
https://github.com/ccoffing/OcherBook	[github.com]
https://github.com/lgeek/okreader	[github.com]
https://github.com/koreader/koreader	[github.com]
http://uscoffings.net/clc/tech/embedded/kobo-touch/	[uscoffings.net]

ONYX	BOOX	(Score:	0)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@01:11AM	(1	child)

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@01:11AM	(#670559)

http://www.onyx-international.com/	[onyx-international.com]

Re:ONYX	BOOX	(Score:	2)	by	hendrikboom	on	Monday	April	23,	@03:20AM

by	hendrikboom	(1125)	on	Monday	April	23,	@03:20AM	(#670592)	Homepage

Interesting	device.	But	I	find	it	hard	to	get	a	clear	idea	from	that	advertising	presentation	just	what	I'd	get	if	I	were	to	buy	one.	Is
it	just	a	display	and	input	device	that	happens	to	have	some	software	inside	it	to	read	ebooks	and	talk	to	a	computer	via	an	HDMI
cable?	Or	does	it	actually	have	some	programmability?

And	isn't	an	e-ink	display	too	slow	for	HDMI	data	rates?	It	makesme	wonder	what	the	HDMI	connection	is	for	other	than	to	be
able	to	say	it	does	HDMI	on	the	web	site.

It	talks	about	being	compatible	with	a	lot	off	operating	systems,	but	I	suspect	those	systems	won't	actually	run	on	it.

And	it	has	a	quad-core	processor.	But	what	quad-core	processor.	That	kind	of	makes	a	difference.

And	what's	battery	life	when	it's	used	for	just	reading	books?

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	5,	Interesting)	by	The	Mighty	Buzzard	on	Monday	April	23,	@12:00AM	(19	children)

by	The	Mighty	Buzzard	(18)	 	<themightybuzzard@soylentnews.org>	on	Monday	April	23,	@12:00AM	(#670533)	Homepage	Journal

I	wasn't	hating	on	it	too	bad	until	I	saw	the	word	"javascript".	After	that	it	can	eat	a	bag	of	dicks,	as	can	EPUB	3+.	Thankfully,	Calibre	can	solve
all	of	my	problems	there.

--
My	preferred	pronouns	are	wetback/faggot/cunt.	Your	move.

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	2)	by	Apparition	on	Monday	April	23,	@12:13AM	(6	children)

by	Apparition	(6835)	 	on	Monday	April	23,	@12:13AM	(#670537)

JavaScript	being	part	of	the	WebBook	spec	is	no	surprise,	since	Daniel	Glazman	was	a	JavaScript	programmer	for	Mozilla.	If	used	sparingly,
it	shouldn't	be	a	problem.	The	problem	is	that	that	is	a	big	"if."

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	4,	Insightful)	by	RS3	on	Monday	April	23,	@12:33AM

by	RS3	(6367)	on	Monday	April	23,	@12:33AM	(#670544)

I	agree	with	you,	but	there	are	evildoers	out	there	in	many	forms,	so	you	can't	expect	everyone	to	play	fair	and	write	proper	code.	I've
railed	against	javascript	for	20	years,	but	the	problem	is	not	javascript.	The	problem	is	what	the	browser	is	willing	to	do,	and	what	the
OS	allows	access	to.

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	5,	Insightful)	by	The	Mighty	Buzzard	on	Monday	April	23,	@12:57AM	(4	children)

by	The	Mighty	Buzzard	(18)	 	<themightybuzzard@soylentnews.org>	on	Monday	April	23,	@12:57AM	(#670555)	Homepage	Journal

Nope,	not	even	then.	The	only	thing	about	a	book	that	needs	to	be	interactive	or	change	in	any	way	during	runtime	is	which	page
you're	reading.	Which	means	every	little	bit	of	it	can	be	done	with	plain	old	HTML.	Not	even	HTML5;	HTML3.2	would	be	sufficient	for
nearly	every	book	ever	published.	I'll	grant	you	CSS	would	make	styling	it	less	verbose	but	even	that	isn't	strictly	necessary.

--
My	preferred	pronouns	are	wetback/faggot/cunt.	Your	move.

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	3,	Insightful)	by	frojack	on	Monday	April	23,	@03:52AM	(1	child)

by	frojack	(1554)	 	on	Monday	April	23,	@03:52AM	(#670597)	Journal

Which	page	you	are	reading,	type	face.	and	font	size.

Everything	else	will	be	use	for	advertising	and	spyware.	Even	if	you	suppose	no	internet	connection	during	reading,	there	will	be
one	there	sooner	or	later.

This	whole	issue	here	is	capability	beyond	what	is	needed	for	an	e-reader.
They	are	thinking	Newspaper	replacement.

I	am	thinking	get	out	of	my	face.

--
No,	you	are	mistaken.	I've	always	had	this	sig.

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	2)	by	zocalo	on	Monday	April	23,	@06:38AM

by	zocalo	(302)	on	Monday	April	23,	@06:38AM	(#670641)
I	can	see	how	JavaScript	might	be	useful	for	some	forms	of	reference	manuals	-	interactive	physics	models,	mathematical
function	graphs,	and	so	on	-	but	we	all	know	it's	going	to	be	abused	to	deliver	ads	and	tracking	as	a	way	to	justify	selling
books	cheaper	so	they	can	make	even	more	money	back	through	either	selling	access	to	your	data	or	just	selling	it	wholesale.
The	only	way	I'd	even	be	prepared	to	accept	this	in	my	ebooks	would	be	if	the	standard	made	it	mandatory	that	it	had	to	be
click	to	enable	on	a	per-script	basis	and	could	have	a	blanket	"Off"	switch	that	could	be	overridden	per	book,	which	I	doubt	is
going	to	happen	because	bigdata	=	money.

Still,	if	this	goes	ahead	as	proposed,	I	suspect	there	is	going	to	a	good	deal	of	interest	in	ebook	converters	that	strip	this	kind
of	crap	out	and	ebook	readers	that	make	it	click	to	play,	no	matter	what	the	standard	says.	A	growing	number	of	people	have
had	enough	of	the	all	pervasive	use	of	ads	and	tracking	on	the	web	and	will	go	to	quite	considerable	lengths	to	block	it,	if
they're	expecting	that	group	to	feel	any	differently	about	the	same	stuff	in	ebooks	then	I	suspect	they're	going	to	be
disappointed.
--
UNIX?	They're	not	even	circumcised!	Savages!

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	2)	by	JNCF	on	Monday	April	23,	@05:11AM	(1	child)

by	JNCF	(4317)	 	on	Monday	April	23,	@05:11AM	(#670626)	Journal

Frojack	points	to	some	stylistic	toggling	the	user	might	like	to	do	without	reloading	the	page,	but	it	should	all	be	doable	--	if	a	bit
clunky	--	with	some	CSS	selectors	and	radio	buttons.	There	are	some	things	that	could	be	added	to	his	list,	most	obviously
annotations.

As	for	what	can't	be	done,	I	see	an	argument	for	built	in	note-taking	in	ebooks.	I	write	in	the	margins	of	(some)	dead	tree	books,
why	shouldn't	I	be	able	to	do	the	same	with	an	ebook?	Yeah,	I	could	keep	these	separate,	but	if	and	when	I	read	the	book	again	I'd
like	to	be	able	to	read	the	notes	of	my	previous	iteration	and	edit	them	as	I	go.	Sometimes	I	have	insights	the	first	time	that	I	don't
have	the	second	time	until	I	read	them	again,	and	other	times	I	just	mark	out	my	stupid	ideas	that	were	incorrect	and	addressed
by	the	author	later	in	the	same	work.	I	own	at	least	two	books	with	five	different	colors	of	ink	in	them,	each	corresponding	to	a
different	read-through.	I'm	usually	hesitant	to	loan	out	books	I've	written	in,	since	the	notes	are	harder	to	replace	than	the	books
(and	potentially	embarrassing,	when	they're	stupid	notes),	but	I	have	done	it	when	asked.	So	I	would	like	to	be	able	to	insert	my
own	text	at	any	point	between	lines,	ideally	I	would	like	to	be	able	to	distinguish	between	different	categories	of	notes	using	a
color	scheme	or	some	similar	visually	distinct	tagging,	and	I	would	like	to	be	able	to	export	and	share	my	notes	with	other	people.
I	would	like	to	do	all	of	this	without	reloading	the	page.	Is	this	functionality	worth	the	price	of	JavaScript?	There	are	no	shoulds,
and	I	can't	that	answer	that	for	you,	but	it	is	an	interactive	aspect	of	a	normal	book	that	I	can't	see	implementing	with	just	HTML
and	CSS.

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	2)	by	zocalo	on	Monday	April	23,	@07:00AM

by	zocalo	(302)	on	Monday	April	23,	@07:00AM	(#670648)
You	don't	need	JavaScript	for	annotation,	you	just	need	a	standardised	way	for	an	eBook	reader	to	inject	marked	up
comments	into	the	source	HTML	using	non-displaying	tags	that	reference	the	actual	content	(which	could	be	plain	text	or
rich	HTML)	in	a	sidecar	file,	e.g	something	like:

<annotation	ID=1234>text	being	commented	on</annotation>

Alternatively,	you	could	just	have	the	annotations	as	a	byte	offset	in	the	sidecar	file	if	you	don't	mind	a	little	more	overhead
when	you	re-open	each	chapter	as	they	get	re-inserted.	Optionally,	you	could	also	add	a	user	ID	tag	so	multiple	people	could
annotate	the	same	ebook	(who	doesn't	like	reading	the	notes	of	a	reference	book's	previous	owner?),	and	since	all	of	the
annotations	would	be	in	a	sidecar	file	it	would	be	fairly	straightfoward	to	redistribute	the	ebook	with	or	without	the	notes.	All
the	code	required	could	then	be	natively	compiled	in	the	ebook	reader,	rather	than	providing	a	potential	attack	vector	for
malicious	JavaScript	embedded	in	the	book.	The	only	real	gotcha	I	can	think	of	so	far	would	be	if	you	manually	shared	the
ebook	without	the	sidecar	file	as	it	would	then	still	have	any	inline	annotation	markup	in	place	in	the	source,	so	an
annotation	supporting	reader	would	need	to	be	able	to	clean	up	or	work	around	the	orphaned	annotation	markup.

--
UNIX?	They're	not	even	circumcised!	Savages!

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	2,	Funny)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@01:26AM	(2	children)

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@01:26AM	(#670564)

My	site	is	JavaScript	only,	precisely	to	keep	crusty	old	faggots	like	you	out.
It	used	to	work	without	script,	but	I	eventually	realized	that	your	type	was	undesirable,	while	being	the	most	vocal.	Empty	vessel	and	such.

Strange.	The	feeling	is	mutual.	(Score:	1,	Touché)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@02:22AM

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@02:22AM	(#670579)

Let's	keep	off	each	other's	lawn.

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	2)	by	captain	normal	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:23AM

by	captain	normal	(2205)	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:23AM	(#670610)

Yeah...sure...I'll	bet	it's	all	black	background,	with	pink,	green	and	blue	text	in	varying	fonts.	With	lots	of	flashing	stars	and	cats,	with
mystery	hyperlinks	scattered	about.

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	3,	Insightful)	by	looorg	on	Monday	April	23,	@01:32AM

by	looorg	(578)	on	Monday	April	23,	@01:32AM	(#670566)

How	else	are	they	going	to	serve	you	advertisement	and	malware	with	your	book?	How	are	they	going	to	track	your	reading	habits	if	they
can't	place	a	few	cookies	and	hidden	tracking	images	on	the	pages.	
It	doesn't	really	look	like	it's	going	to	replace	any	paper	books	anytime	soon	if	one	asked	me.

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	3,	Insightful)	by	jmorris	on	Monday	April	23,	@01:42AM	(5	children)

by	jmorris	(4844)	 	<jmorrisNO@SPAMbeau.org>	on	Monday	April	23,	@01:42AM	(#670570)

Seriously.	Can	anyone	explain	why	a	book	needs	to	be	executable	content?	That	really	is	the	heart	of	the	problem	here,	once	it	is	executable
and	connected	to	the	network	it	is	dangerous.	Wrap	DRM	around	it	to	make	it	opaque,	unmodifiable	and	only	viewable	by	a	client
application	that	is	also	opaque	and	unmodifiable	and	the	only	rational	response	is	OH.	HELL.	NO.

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	3,	Insightful)	by	captain	normal	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:26AM

by	captain	normal	(2205)	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:26AM	(#670613)

Really,	all	a	book	needs	is	.RTF	all	the	rest	is	BS.

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	3,	Interesting)	by	FatPhil	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:45AM	(2	children)

by	FatPhil	(863)	<pc-soylentNO@SPAMasdf.fi>	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:45AM	(#670620)	Homepage
Why	is	everyone	pretending	that	PostScript	doesn't	exist.
PS	docs	were	*nothing	but*	executable	content.	The	problem	is	the	APIs	accessible	to	that	executable	content.	If	it's	nothing	more	than
laying	out	information	on	the	page,	then	it's	fine.
--
The	"free"	in	#freearistarchus	is	the	"free"	in	"free	jazz"

Postscript	is	Turing	Complete.	Try	OpenXPS.	(Score:	0)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@05:21AM

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@05:21AM	(#670629)

The	Open	XML	Paper	Specification	[wikipedia.org]	is	probably	what	you	want;	my	cursory	reading	suggests	it's	simply	a
declarative	page-layout	language.

Though	it's	an	open	standard,	it	was	was	developed	by	Microsoft,	who	seems	to	remain	its	main	(though	lukewarm)	proponent.
So,	there's	that.

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	2)	by	jmorris	on	Monday	April	23,	@06:08AM

by	jmorris	(4844)	 	<jmorrisNO@SPAMbeau.org>	on	Monday	April	23,	@06:08AM	(#670636)

When	Postscript	printers	talked	over	serial	ports	it	was	safe	enough	to	let	them	execute	untrusted	code.	Basically	just	do	a	full
reset	to	a	known	internal	state	between	jobs	and	you	are	good.	Once	they	got	network	ports	the	risk	jumped,	smash	the	stack	and
an	attacker	can	escape	to	your	internal	network.

This	proposal	mandates	the	full	HTML/CSS/DOM/JS	web	stack	implemented	in	a	viewer	trusted	by	everyone	except	the	owner	due
to	the	DRM	requirement.	This	is	more	like	adding	a	full	network	access	library	to	Postscript.	And	if	you	don't	believe	there	is	ill
intent	here,	make	a	proposal	to	add	a	mandate	that	a	book	must	default	to	no	access	to	resources	not	bundled	in	the	book	itself
without	the	client	throwing	a	request	for	user	authorization	that	clearly	states	what	access	is	being	sought	and	the	information	to
be	transmitted.	See	how	fast	the	proposal	gets	shot	down,	because	OF	COURSE	they	intend	to	insert	web	trackers	to	track	every
page	viewed,	how	long	it	was	viewed,	insert	ads,	etc.	If	it	can't	implement	a	Kindle	Unlimited	clone	nobody	will	want	it.

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	2)	by	bzipitidoo	on	Monday	April	23,	@05:42AM

by	bzipitidoo	(4388)	on	Monday	April	23,	@05:42AM	(#670632)	Journal

LaTeX	must	at	the	least	be	compiled,	because	programmatic	methods	were	the	best	way	to	specify	all	kinds	of	mathematical	notation
from	the	most	complicated	down	to	the	relatively	simple	that	was	still	awkward	to	do	in	ASCII.	UTF-8	has	added	just	about	every
symbol	under	the	sun,	but	it	takes	time	for	a	change	like	that	to	reach	everywhere.	I	don't	know	if	LaTeX	has	been	updated	for	UTF-8,
but	it	wouldn't	surprise	me	if	it	hasn't.	Even	if	it	had,	programmatic	methods	would	still	be	highly	attractive.

To	draw	anything	that	involves	lots	of	repetition	with	slight	differences,	as	can	easily	happen	in	an	SVG	picture,	it	becomes	very	hard
to	say	no	to	programmatic	methods.	SVG	is	capable	of	a	lot	of	copying	with	clever	transforms,	but	it's	still	not	a	programming
language,	not	even	a	dirt	simple	one	such	as	Logo.	So	the	choice	can	be	to	write	several	hundred	SVG	commands,	each	with	a	few	tiny
differences,	or	write	one	short	JavaScript	function.	The	same	goes	for	CSS.	CSS	can	really	cut	down	basic	repetition	in	HTML.	but	a
programming	language	such	as	JavaScript	is	simply	more	powerful	and	flexible,	able	to	neatly	handle	more	complicated	redundancy
that	CSS	can	only	do	with	lots	of	repetition.

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	2,	Insightful)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@03:05AM	(1	child)

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@03:05AM	(#670590)

Agreed.	Can	you	imagine	what	JS	is	going	to	do	to	battery	life	on	an	e-reader?

Can't	imagine	any	(non	user-hostile)	reason	why	anybody	would	want	JS	on	an	e-reader.	I	guess	interstitial	ads	are	the	future	of	e-books?

Re:Not	only	No,	but	hell	no.	(Score:	2)	by	Apparition	on	Monday	April	23,	@03:56AM

by	Apparition	(6835)	 	on	Monday	April	23,	@03:56AM	(#670599)

JavaScript	in	eBooks	is	not	new.	While	EPUB	2	discouraged	JavaScript,	the	spec	didn't	expressly	forbid	it.	EPUB	3	has	been	around	for
six	and	a	half	years	now,	and	expressly	allows	JavaScript	for	eBook	interactivity.

The	Web	is	a	really	technically	nasty	place.	(Score:	2,	Interesting)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Sunday	April	22,	@11:54PM	(19	children)

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Sunday	April	22,	@11:54PM	(#670530)

The	biggest	problem	is	fidelity	or	reproducibility.

For	the	most	part,	Web	"developers"	squander	all	their	time	ensuring	that	content	renders	properly	across	as	many	clients	as	possible.	It's	an
enormous	overhead,	and	there	doesn't	seem	to	be	any	hope	of	the	situation	improving;	this	is	because	both	consumers	and	producers	only	care	about
shiny	surface	details	rather	than	underlying	foundations.

Alas,	Knuth	long	ago	new	that	the	problem	of	publishing	is	a	problem	of	fidelity;	in	TeX,	he	not	only	created	a	superb	collection	of	algorithms	for
laying	out	the	content	of	books	(albeit,	the	system	which	uses	those	algorithms	is	pretty	ugly),	but	he	also	produced	an	output	format	long	before
PDF,	intended	to	capture	that	layout	in	a	completely	reproducible	fashion.	It's	too	bad	nobody	outside	of	the	hard	sciences	cared	to	build	on	his	work.

Re:The	Web	is	a	really	technically	nasty	place.	(Score:	5,	Insightful)	by	https	on	Monday	April	23,	@01:34AM	(5	children)

by	https	(5248)	on	Monday	April	23,	@01:34AM	(#670568)

Your	"squander"	assessment	is	generous.	Fidelity	via	HTML	isn't	a	problem,	it's	fiction	by	design.

The	whole	point	of	HTML	is	that	the	publisher	does	not	know	how	client	software	shall	render	it,	and	isn't	supposed	to	care.	My	client	could
be	text-to-speech,	and	render	an	EM	tag	with	exactly	the	same	intonation	but	with	a	background	sound	effect	of	klaxons.	Your	client	could	be
eye-tracking	AI	worthy	of	three	Nobel	Prizes	and	a	Fields	Medal,	where	whenever	your	eye	is	looking	at	text	tagged	EM,	disco	lights	flicker	on
the	back	of	the	tablet	-	unless	you're	moving	your	gaze	backwards.	Alex	could	make	one	that	vibrates	the	Braille	pins,	the	showy	bugger.

All	would	be	perfectly	valid	presentations.

There's	some	overlap	between	them,	but	trying	to	treat	HTML	as	similar	to	print	shows	a	fundamental	misunderstanding.

--
Offended	and	laughing	about	it.

Re:The	Web	is	a	really	technically	nasty	place.	(Score:	1,	Insightful)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@01:40AM	(1
child)

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@01:40AM	(#670569)

And	yet	designers	make	that	mistake	constantly,	by	insisting	on	pixel-perfect	layouts,	and	artsy	custom	fonts.

No,	they	use	CSS	for	that.	You	know,	PRESENTATION.	(Score:	0)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@02:38AM

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@02:38AM	(#670582)

The	problem	is	that	clients	just	do	not	implement	presentation	rigorously,	so	it	doesn't	really	matter	what	your	CSS	is—it	is	likely	not	to
produce	the	same	results	between	different	systems.

But	that's	a	horrible,	obvious	STRAW	MAN.	(Score:	1,	Insightful)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@02:27AM	(1
child)

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@02:27AM	(#670580)

Christ.	Do	you	plebs	ever	tire	of	your	straw?

Nobody	claimed	to	use	[just]	HTML	for	those	purposes.	What	the	fuck	do	you	think	CSS	(and,	yes,	Javascript)	are	for?	Goddman
PRESENTATION,	that's	what!

Asshat.

Re:But	that's	a	horrible,	obvious	STRAW	MAN.	(Score:	2)	by	maxwell	demon	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:24AM

by	maxwell	demon	(1608)	 	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:24AM	(#670611)	Journal

What	the	fuck	do	you	think	CSS	(and,	yes,	Javascript)	are	for?

Spying?	<gd&r>

--
The	Tao	of	math:	The	numbers	you	can	count	are	not	the	real	numbers.

Re:The	Web	is	a	really	technically	nasty	place.	(Score:	2)	by	bradley13	on	Monday	April	23,	@08:00AM

by	bradley13	(3053)	 	on	Monday	April	23,	@08:00AM	(#670656)	Homepage	Journal

"the	publisher	does	not	know	how	client	software	shall	render	it,	and	isn't	supposed	to	care."

well,	yes,	that's	how	it	was	supposed	to	be.	The	publisher	could	send	their	suggestions,	but	the	client	would	-	in	the	end	-	render	the
document	however	it	wanted.	For	example,	re-flowing	text	to	match	the	actual	window	width.	Of	course,	it	took	almost	no	time	before
marketing	weenies	-	used	to	the	world	of	print	-	wanted	to	dictate	exactly	how	their	pages	should	appear.	Initially,	they	played	with	things
like	frames,	to	force	a	fixed-width	presentation.

This	is	part	of	what	drove	CSS,	which	was	initially	simple	and	understandable,	into	the	abomination	which	became	CSS/3.	If	you	have	never
done	so,	go	have	a	look	at	the	sheer	size	of	the	CSS	specifications	-	thousands	of	pages	-	then	imagine	actually	trying	to	implement	them.
It's	seriously	insane,	and	it's	driven	by	the	need	of	publishers	to	control	the	precise	presentation	of	their	content	-	in	direct	contradiction	to
the	original	goals	of	the	web.

--
Everyone	is	somebody	else's	weirdo.

Re:The	Web	is	a	really	technically	nasty	place.	(Score:	3,	Informative)	by	Runaway1956	on	Monday	April	23,	@02:08AM	(10
children)

by	Runaway1956	(2926)	 	on	Monday	April	23,	@02:08AM	(#670574)	Journal

It	is	quite	possible	that	I	never	see	anything	on	the	web	as	the	author	intended.	I	long	ago	blocked	web	fonts.	I	see	absolutely	no	reason	why	I
should	download	some	special	font,	just	to	read	something.	Documents	render	quite	well,	for	the	most	part,	without	web	fonts.	I	did	install
Google's	collection	of	fonts	after	an	article	here	on	Soylent.	The	collection	seems	to	make	some	difference,	here	and	there,	but	I	never	cared
enough	to	dig	in	to	it.

Bottom	line,	I	don't	need	web	fonts.	My	machine	can	cache	enough	fonts	to	make	any	document	readable,	including	cyrillic	and	Asian	fonts.	If
ever	I	need	Hebrew,	or	some	obscure	language	that	I've	never	read	in	my	life,	I	can	install	suitable	fonts	directly	onto	my	machine.

Do	my	documents	look	exactly	like	the	one	the	author	produced?	Who	knows?	Who	*really*	gives	a	damn,	other	than	the	author?	That	author	has
no	authority	to	decide	that	I	must	have	some	frivolous	font	before	I	can	read	his	documents.	That	entire	web	font	nonsense	is	frivolity	taken	to
extremes.

Paranthetically	-	using	web	fonts	probably	enables	someone	to	track	who	is	reading	what.

--
Death	smiles	at	everyone.	Sailors	smile	back.

This	website	renders/interacts	horribly	on	Android	(Score:	0)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:21AM	(9
children)

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:21AM	(#670608)

Typing	a	comment	via	a	modern,	high-end	mobile	Android	phone	is	a	clusterfuck.

The	Web	sucks,	and	SoylentNews	proves	it	over	and	over.

Re:This	website	renders/interacts	horribly	on	Andr	(Score:	2)	by	maxwell	demon	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:29AM	(5
children)

by	maxwell	demon	(1608)	 	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:29AM	(#670614)	Journal

Typing	a	comment	is	just	typing	plain	old	text.	And	SN	uses	a	plain	old	text	input	box	that	existed	since	the	dawn	of	the	web.	If	Android
doesn't	handle	that	well,	that's	not	a	failure	of	the	web.	It's	a	failure	of	Android.

--
The	Tao	of	math:	The	numbers	you	can	count	are	not	the	real	numbers.

Um...	that's	the	WHOLE	point.	(Score:	0)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:47AM	(4	children)

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:47AM	(#670621)

Seriously.	Are	you	people	fucking	braindead?	What's	wrong	with	you?

Re:Um...	that's	the	WHOLE	point.	(Score:	0)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@05:23AM	(3	children)

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@05:23AM	(#670630)

Seriously.	Are	you	people	fucking	braindead?	What's	wrong	with	you?

Ah,	I	see,	you've	run	out	of	arguments.

No,	wait,	you	never	had	any	actual	arguments	to	begin	with.

How	can	you	possibly	draw	that	conclusion?	(Score:	0)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,
@05:36AM	(2	children)

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@05:36AM	(#670631)

Are	you	braindead,	too?

Re:How	can	you	possibly	draw	that	conclusion?	(Score:	2)	by	Runaway1956	on	Monday	April	23,
@06:06AM	(1	child)

by	Runaway1956	(2926)	 	on	Monday	April	23,	@06:06AM	(#670634)	Journal

Yes,	we	are	all	braindead,	except	for	you.	You	are	the	one-eyed	man	in	the	land	of	the	blind.	Only	you	can	save	us
from	ourselves.	ALL	HAIL	THE	UNBRAINDEAD	ANONYMOUS	COWARD!!

--
Death	smiles	at	everyone.	Sailors	smile	back.

Now,	THAT	is	not	an	argument.	(Score:	0)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@06:43AM

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@06:43AM	(#670644)

All	of	the	AC's	points	still	stand.

Re:This	website	renders/interacts	horribly	on	Andr	(Score:	2)	by	captain	normal	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:33AM	(2
children)

by	captain	normal	(2205)	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:33AM	(#670616)

Typing	anything	on	any	"smart"	phone	is	a	clusterfuck.	Likewise	any	tablet.	If	you	need	to	type,	get	a	keyboard.

That's	a	redherring.	(Score:	0)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:53AM

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:53AM	(#670624)

SoylentNews	adds	a	whole	'nother	layer	of	hell.

Re:This	website	renders/interacts	horribly	on	Andr	(Score:	1)	by	pTamok	on	Monday	April	23,	@07:17AM

by	pTamok	(3042)	on	Monday	April	23,	@07:17AM	(#670652)

Typing	anything	on	any	"smart"	phone	is	a	clusterfuck.	Likewise	any	tablet.	If	you	need	to	type,	get	a	keyboard.

Hats	nit	true,	the	worm	predictor	get	sit	right	often	enough	too	bee	useless.	You	don't	heed	yo	tripe	so	many	skerries	in	the
retinitis.

(To	be	fair,	the	predictor	on	my	phone	allows	me	to	type	the	above	sentence	correctly*	using	56	keystrokes,	instead	of	111.	I've
often	wanted	a	word	predictor	like	that	in	my	word	processor,	but	I'm	not	a	touch	typist.	In	any	case,	typing	is	rarely	the	problem,
it's	all	the	other	UI	elements	and	processes	around	an	input	field	that	make	the	experience	suck.)

*That's	not	true,	the	word	predictor	gets	it	right	often	enough	to	be	useful.	You	don't	need	to	type	so	many	letters	on	the
keyboard.

Re:The	Web	is	a	really	technically	nasty	place.	(Score:	4,	Insightful)	by	Arik	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:08AM	(1	child)

by	Arik	(4543)	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:08AM	(#670602)
"The	biggest	problem	is	fidelity	or	reproducibility."

The	biggest	problem	is	*the	inappropriate	expectation	of*	fidelity	or	reproducibility.

The	web's	design	goals	excluded	WYSIWYG	from	the	beginning,	for	good	reason.	You	can't	have	proper	device	independence	and	"fidelity"	as	you	term	it	-

perversely	referring	to	fidelity	of	*presentation*	rather	than	of	content.

It's	not	just	that	those	who	don't	rememeber	LaTeX	keep	re-inventing	it,	poorly	-	it's	that	they've	succeed	in	shoe-horning	their	desires	into	web

standards	where	they	have	no	place	at	all.

--
"Unix?	These	savages	aren't	even	circumcised!"
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What's	the	point	of	CSS	then?	(Score:	0)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:31AM

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:31AM	(#670615)

Why	does	CSS	offer	measurements	like	"6in"	for	"6	inches"	then?	What's	the	point	of	that?

The	real	problem	is	you	fuckers	fake	everything.	The	CSS	half-wits	thought	it	would	make	sense	to	re-define	"pixel"	as	a	stable
measurement:	1	pixel	on	a	"virtual"	90	PPI	screen.	Why?	Because	all	the	moronic,	mathless	user-experience	"engineers"	in	the	world	built
their	tasteless	designs	around	Wintel	and	the	commonest	monitors,	which	were	90	PPI	(maybe	Microsoft	is	the	one	who	introduced	that
stupidity;	I	don't	know).	Well,	that	same	fakeness	and	incompetence	seeped	into	the	base	models	of	everything	else	in	Web	layout,	such	that
the	only	sane	way	for	most	people	do	deal	with	positioning	and	dimensioning	elements	is	to	use	a	Javascript	library	to	do	the	calculations	on
the	client	at	"run-time".	But	that	doesn't	matter,	anyway,	because	20-something-year-old	hey-I-just-want-go-climbing-and-hiking-and-post-to-
facebook	wunderkinds	are	responsible	for	coding	up	these	clients.

The	problem	is	not	as	you	describe	it.

The	problem	is	that	the	"Oooo-look-shiny-object"	morons	are	in	control	of	the	foundations	of	our	society's	infrastructure.	We	need	a	reboot.

Solving	the	wrong	problem.	(Score:	4,	Insightful)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@01:18AM

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@01:18AM	(#670561)

I	don't	know	about	any	of	you,	but	I	use	EPUB	to	read	books.

The	last	thing	I	want	is	web	"features"	in	my	reading	material.	Floating	navigation,	web	bugs,	google	analytics,	javascript,	battery	murdering	DRM
extensions.

Relevant	xkcd	(Score:	4,	Interesting)	by	Kilo110	on	Monday	April	23,	@01:23AM

by	Kilo110	(2853)	 	on	Monday	April	23,	@01:23AM	(#670562)

https://xkcd.com/927/	[xkcd.com]

Thanks,	but	no	thanks	(Score:	2)	by	maxwell	demon	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:02AM

by	maxwell	demon	(1608)	 	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:02AM	(#670601)	Journal

It's	bad	enough	what	the	web	has	evolved	into.	Please	don't	evolve	ebooks	into	the	same.

A	format	strictly	based	on	Web	technologies	and	when	I	say	"Web	technologies",	I	mean	the	most	basic	ones:	html,	CSS,	JavaScript,	SVG
and	friends

No	problem	with	HTML,	CSS	and	SVG,	but	please,	do	not	include	JavaScript.

If	you	want	the	web	browser	be	able	to	open	ebooks,	just	implement	EPUB	in	the	browser.

Also	note:

The	EPUB	3.1	specification	has	been	rescinded	because	it	is	too	costly	and	complex	for	the	eBook	industry	to	adopt.

And	to	help	with	this,	you	want	to	adopt	an	even	more	complex	standard?

--
The	Tao	of	math:	The	numbers	you	can	count	are	not	the	real	numbers.

In	Soviet	Russia	(Score:	0)	by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:14AM

by	Anonymous	Coward	on	Monday	April	23,	@04:14AM	(#670604)

ebooks	read	you!

HTML	isn't	great,	but...	(Score:	2)	by	bzipitidoo	on	Monday	April	23,	@06:07AM

by	bzipitidoo	(4388)	on	Monday	April	23,	@06:07AM	(#670635)	Journal

What	I	find	uninspiring	about	epub	is	that	it	is,	basically,	a	subset	of	HTML,	zipped.	It's	a	zipped	up	web	page.	I	mean,	sure	it's	neat	to	not	reinvent
the	wheel.	But	what	does	epub	really	do	that	HTML	can't?	Is	collecting	everything	together	in	a	zip	file	that	big	a	deal?	Why	bother	packaging	a	book
in	epub	when	the	same	thing	can	be	done	in	HTML?

Sure,	there's	room	for	lots	of	improvement	in	HTML,	and	by	extension	epub.	This	WebBook	proposal	is	sort	of	halfway	between	epub	and	HTML.
Doesn't	sound	like	it	brings	any	compelling	improvement.

A	list	of	requirements	is,	however,	a	good	start.	Most	of	these	standards	are	developed	without	rigor	and	good	reason,	just	ad	hoc	messes,	chock	full
of	hastily	made	arbitrary	decisions.

(1)
My	pants	just	went	to	high	school	in	the	Carlsbad	Caverns!!!
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