
WHEN PREPARATION H IS NEEDED MOST —

Hospital staff must swear off Tylenol, Tums
to get religious vaccine exemption
Hospital CEO aims to educate staff on the full scope of what they're claiming.
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A hospital system in Arkansas is making it a bit more difficult for staff to receive a religious exemption
from its COVID-19 vaccine mandate. The hospital is now requiring staff to also swear off extremely
common medicines, such as Tylenol, Tums, and even Preparation H, to get the exemption.

The move was prompted when Conway Regional Health System noted an unusual uptick in vaccine
exemption requests that cited the use of fetal cell lines in the development and testing of the vaccines.

"This was significantly disproportionate to what we've seen with the influenza vaccine," Matt Troup,
president and CEO of Conway Regional Health System, told Becker's Hospital Review in an interview
Wednesday.

"Thus," Troup went on, "we provided a religious attestation form for those individuals requesting a
religious exemption," he said. The form includes a list of 30 commonly used medicines that "fall into
the same category as the COVID-19 vaccine in their use of fetal cell lines," Conway Regional said.

The list includes Tylenol, Pepto Bismol, aspirin, Tums, Lipitor, Senokot, Motrin, ibuprofen, Maalox, Ex-
Lax, Benadryl, Sudafed, albuterol, Preparation H, MMR vaccine, Claritin, Zoloft, Prilosec OTC, and
azithromycin.
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Conway Regional notes that the list includes commonly used and available drugs but that it is not an
all-inclusive list of such medicines.

Employees are asked to attest that they "truthfully acknowledge and affirm that my sincerely held
religious belief is consistent and true" and that they do not and will not use the medications and any
others like them.

The intent of the form is twofold, Troup says. First, the hospital wants to ensure that staff members are
sincere in their stated beliefs, he said, and second, it wants to "educate staff who might have requested
an exemption without understanding the full scope of how fetal cells are used in testing and
development in common medicines."

Troup says that employees who do not sign the attestation form will be granted a provisional
exemption, which is only temporary. They may be asked to sign the attestation later and, as the
attestation notes, if they fail to get an exemption or a vaccine, they face disciplinary action, including
termination.

In an interview with an NBC-affiliated outlet in Arkansas, Troup noted that only about 5 percent of the
hospital system's staff had filed for a religious or medical exemption and that the rest of the workforce
is partially or fully vaccinated.

“A lot of this, I believe, is a hesitancy about the vaccine, and so that’s a separate issue than a religious
exemption,” he said.

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our partners store and/or access information on a device, such as

unique IDs in cookies to process personal data. You may accept or manage

your choices by clicking below or at any time in the privacy policy page.

These choices will be signaled to our partners and will not affect browsing

data.

We and our partners process data to provide:

Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device characteristics for

identification. Store and/or access information on a device. Personalised ads

and content, ad and content measurement, audience insights and product

development.

List of Partners (vendors)

I AcceptShow Purposes

https://arstechnica.com/science/2021/09/hospital-staff-must-swear-off-tylenol-tums-to-get-religious-vaccine-exemption/?comments=1
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Farstechnica.com%2F%3Fpost_type%3Dpost%26p%3D1795852
https://twitter.com/share?text=Hospital+staff+must+swear+off+Tylenol%2C+Tums+to+get+religious+vaccine+exemption&url=https%3A%2F%2Farstechnica.com%2F%3Fpost_type%3Dpost%26p%3D1795852
https://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Farstechnica.com%2F%3Fpost_type%3Dpost%26p%3D1795852&title=Hospital+staff+must+swear+off+Tylenol%2C+Tums+to+get+religious+vaccine+exemption
https://arstechnica.com/author/beth
https://arstechnica.com/author/beth
mailto:beth.mole@arstechnica.com
https://www.twitter.com/BethMarieMole
https://www.kark.com/news/health/coronavirus/arkansas-hospital-lets-staff-seek-vaccine-exemption-as-long-as-they-dont-use-other-meds-tested-on-fetal-cell-lines/


← PREVIOUS STORY NEXT STORY →

Advertisement

Biomarkers, from diagnosis to
treatment
To find cancer before it strikes, look for the molecular
clues

Biomarkers, from diagnosis to treatmentBiomarkers, from diagnosis to treatment

+ More videos

Biomarkers, from
diagnosis to
treatment

Scott Manley Reacts
To His Top 1000
YouTube Comments

Teach the
Controversy:
Dowsing

Related Stories

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our partners store and/or access information on a device, such as

unique IDs in cookies to process personal data. You may accept or manage

your choices by clicking below or at any time in the privacy policy page.

These choices will be signaled to our partners and will not affect browsing

data.

We and our partners process data to provide:

Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device characteristics for

identification. Store and/or access information on a device. Personalised ads

and content, ad and content measurement, audience insights and product

development.

List of Partners (vendors)

I AcceptShow Purposes

https://arstechnica.com/author/beth
https://arstechnica.com/gadgets/2021/09/alphabets-laser-internet-system-has-sent-700tb-of-data-with-99-9-uptime/
https://arstechnica.com/gaming/2021/09/lost-judgment-impressions-15-wild-hours-in-yokohama/
https://video.arstechnica.com/
https://www.arstechnica.com/video/watch/biomarkers-from-diagnosis-to-treatment
https://www.arstechnica.com/video/watch/scott-manley-reacts-to-his-top-1000-youtube-comments
https://www.arstechnica.com/video/watch/teach-the-controversy-dowsing


STORE
SUBSCRIBE
ABOUT US
RSS FEEDS
VIEW MOBILE SITE

CONTACT US
STAFF
ADVERTISE WITH US
REPRINTS

NEWSLETTER SIGNUP

Join the Ars Orbital Transmission
mailing list to get weekly updates
delivered to your inbox.

SIGN ME UP →

CNMN Collection
WIRED Media Group
© 2021 Condé Nast. All rights reserved. Use of and/or registration on any portion of this site constitutes acceptance of our
User Agreement (updated 1/1/20) and Privacy Policy and Cookie Statement (updated 1/1/20) and Ars Technica Addendum
(effective 8/21/2018). Ars may earn compensation on sales from links on this site. Read our affiliate link policy.
Your California Privacy Rights | Manage Preferences
The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with the prior
written permission of Condé Nast.
Ad Choices

Today on Ars

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our partners store and/or access information on a device, such as

unique IDs in cookies to process personal data. You may accept or manage

your choices by clicking below or at any time in the privacy policy page.

These choices will be signaled to our partners and will not affect browsing

data.

We and our partners process data to provide:

Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device characteristics for

identification. Store and/or access information on a device. Personalised ads

and content, ad and content measurement, audience insights and product

development.

List of Partners (vendors)

I AcceptShow Purposes

https://arstechnica.com/store/
https://arstechnica.com/store/product/subscriptions/
https://arstechnica.com/about-us/
https://arstechnica.com/rss-feeds/
http://arstechnica.com/science/2021/09/hospital-staff-must-swear-off-tylenol-tums-to-get-religious-vaccine-exemption/?view=mobile
https://arstechnica.com/contact-us/
https://arstechnica.com/staff-directory/
https://arstechnica.com/advertise-with-us/
https://arstechnica.com/reprints/
https://arstechnica.com/newsletters/
https://arstechnica.com/newsletters/
http://condenast.com/
https://www.condenast.com/user-agreement/
https://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy/
https://arstechnica.com/amendment-to-conde-nast-user-agreement-privacy-policy/
https://arstechnica.com/affiliate-link-policy/
https://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy/#california
https://www.condenast.com/online-behavioral-advertising-oba-and-how-to-opt-out-of-oba/#clickheretoreadmoreaboutonlinebehavioraladvertising(oba)

