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Paper: New benchmark testing if models like GPT3 are 
truthful (= avoid generating false answers). 

We find that models fail and they imitate human 
misconceptions. Larger models (with more params) do 
worse!

PDF: owainevans.github.io/pdfs/truthfulQ…
with S.Lin (Oxford) + J.Hilton (OpenAI)
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Baseline models (GPT-3, GPT-J, UnifiedQA/T5) give true answers only 20-
58% of the time (vs 94% for human) in zero-shot setting. 

Large models do worse partly from being better at learning human
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Large models do worse — partly from being better at learning human 
falsehoods from training. GPT-J with 6B params is 17% worse than with 
125M param.
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