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Airbus A340 plane lands on Antarctica for first time
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(CNN) — For the first time in history, an Airbus A340 plane has landed on Antarctica.

Hi Fly, a boutique aviation company, was behind the flight. The company specializes in
wet leases, which means they hire out both aircraft and air crew and are responsible
for handling insurance, maintenance and other logistics.

VIDEO

Our use of cookies and other technologies
We, our Affiliates and Vendors use cookies and other technologies to process personal data

(including device identifiers and IP addresses) for the following purposes: Store and/or access

information on a device, Select personalised ads, Create a personalised ads profile, Create a

personalised content profile, Select personalised content, Measure content performance, Apply

market research to generate audience insights, Develop and improve products, Select basic ads and

Measure ad performance. Privacy Policy

By clicking “Accept All” you agree to these purposes. For more information, to provide or withdraw

consents, and in some cases object to legitimate interest purposes for processing your personal data,

click “Manage Cookies+”. Additionally, you may exercise your preferences for consent or object to

legitimate interest processing at a vendor level in the “Vendors” link. These settings are accessible on

a site or app specific basis, at any time through the ‘Manage Cookies+’ link located on webpages or in

application settings. We work in coordination with an industry framework which will signal your

preferences to our participatingVendors

Accept All

Manage Cookie

https://edition.cnn.com/travel/news
http://www.cnn.com/travel/article/antarctica-travel-covid-19/index.html
https://hifly.aero/
https://edition.cnn.com/
https://edition.cnn.com/travel
https://edition.cnn.com/travel/videos
https://www.warnermediaprivacy.com/affiliates/
javascript:void(0)
https://www.warnermediaprivacy.com/policycenter/b2c/WMNS/


Hi Fly 801 took o� from Cape Town, South Africa on Tuesday, November 2.

Captain Carlos Mirpuri sets foot on Antarctica.

Marc Bow/Hi Fly

The plane was commissioned by Wolf's Fang, a new upscale adventure camp on the
world's southernmost continent, and brought much-needed supplies to the resort.
Wolf's Fang is a new project from high-end Antarctica tourism company White Desert.

The crew of Hi Fly 801 (and its return trip to Cape Town, Hi Fly 802) was led by Captain
Carlos Mirpuri, who is also Hi Fly's vice president.

Each flight took between five and five and a half hours, and the team spent less than
three hours on the ground in Antarctica, covering 2,500 nautical miles.

The blue-ice runway at the Wolf's Fang property is designated a C Level airport,
despite not technically being an airport. That means that only highly specialized crew
can fly there due to challenging conditions.
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"The cooler it is the better," Mipuri explained in his captain's log.

"Grooving is carved along the runway by special equipment, and after cleaning and
carving we get an adequate braking coe�cient; the runway being 3,000 meters long,
landing and stopping an A340 that heavy on that airfield wouldn't be a problem."
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