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China tells citizens to avoid mail from abroad and open
packages with gloves, claiming that Omicron is spreading
through foreign post

Sinéad Baker
 Jan 17, 2022, 11:29 AM

Delivery workers sort parcels at a makeshift logistics station in Beijing, China.
 REUTERS/Tingshu Wang

China is advising people to avoid foreign mail and open packages outside, citing
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COVID-19 risks.

Beijing's disease center said an Omicron infection could have come through
international mail.

Experts say the virus is unlikely to spread via mail, as it doesn't last long on
surfaces.

SubscribeH O M E PA G E

We use cookies to create a better
experience for you

Insider Inc requires your consent for our trusted partners to store and access cookies, unique
identifiers, personal data, and information on your browsing behaviour on this device. This
applies to Insider Inc. sites only. Our partners use your data for:

To view our list of partners and see how your data may be used, click "options" below.

Store and/or access information on a device

Basic ads, personalised content, and ad measurement

Personalised ads profile and display

Content measurement, audience insights, and product development.

Use precise geolocation data

Options I'm OK with that

We use cookies to create a better
experience for you

Insider Inc requires your consent for our trusted partners to store and access cookies, unique
identifiers, personal data, and information on your browsing behaviour on this device. This
applies to Insider Inc. sites only. Our partners use your data for:

To view our list of partners and see how your data may be used, click "options" below.

Store and/or access information on a device

Basic ads, personalised content, and ad measurement

Personalised ads profile and display

Content measurement, audience insights, and product development.

Use precise geolocation data

Options I'm OK with that

We use cookies to create a better
experience for you

Insider Inc requires your consent for our trusted partners to store and access cookies, unique
identifiers, personal data, and information on your browsing behaviour on this device. This
applies to Insider Inc. sites only. Our partners use your data for:

To view our list of partners and see how your data may be used, click "options" below.

Store and/or access information on a device

Basic ads, personalised content, and ad measurement

Personalised ads profile and display

Content measurement, audience insights, and product development.

Use precise geolocation data

Options I'm OK with that

We use cookies to create a better
experience for you

Insider Inc requires your consent for our trusted partners to store and access cookies, unique
identifiers, personal data, and information on your browsing behaviour on this device. This
applies to Insider Inc. sites only. Our partners use your data for:

To view our list of partners and see how your data may be used, click "options" below.

Store and/or access information on a device

Basic ads, personalised content, and ad measurement

Personalised ads profile and display

Content measurement, audience insights, and product development.

Use precise geolocation data

Options I'm OK with that

We use cookies to create a better
experience for you

Insider Inc requires your consent for our trusted partners to store and access cookies, unique
identifiers, personal data, and information on your browsing behaviour on this device. This
applies to Insider Inc. sites only. Our partners use your data for:

To view our list of partners and see how your data may be used, click "options" below.

Store and/or access information on a device

Basic ads, personalised content, and ad measurement

Personalised ads profile and display

Content measurement, audience insights, and product development.

Use precise geolocation data

Options I'm OK with that

https://www.businessinsider.com/subscription?r-masthead&IR=C
https://www.businessinsider.com/


Officials in Beijing are telling people to avoid international mail and to open their

packages outdoors and with gloves, saying cases of the Omicron coronavirus variant

could have spread through foreign mail.

Experts have repeatedly said that there is little risk of getting the coronavirus from

mail. There is no indication that this has changed with the Omicron variant,

though it is more infectious.

But Robin Brant, the BBC's China correspondent, tweeted on Monday that Beijing

was telling residents not to order goods from abroad, and to open packages outside

with gloves and a mask on.

The South China Morning Post also reported on Monday that Beijing's center for

disease control and prevention said that people should order as little as possible

from abroad, and that people should wear gloves and masks when opening any

mail from high-risk countries.
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It comes as the center said the first recorded case of the Omicron variant in Beijing

could have entered via mail.

The man who was infected said he was sent mail from Canada on January 7, which

had passed through Canada and Hong Kong before arriving in Beijing, the state-

run People's Daily reported.

Pang Xinghuo, the Beijing Center for Disease Control and Prevention's deputy

director, said "we do not rule out the possibility that the person was infected

through contacting an object from overseas," the Post reported. Pang said the

Omicron variant was found on the letter, the report said.

Canada's post office noted, citing the country's public-health agency and the World

Health Organization, that any risk of spreading coronavirus through mail is low as

the virus does not live long on surfaces.
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