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Vladimir Putin's visit to Mongolia
embarrasses the country
Mongolia is the first International Criminal Court member state to be visited

by the Russian president since the court issued an arrest warrant for him in

2023.

By Harold Thibault (Beijing (China) correspondent)

Published on September 2, 2024, at 5:58 pm (Paris) • 4 min read • Lire en français

Certain guests can prove particularly embarrassing for their hosts. On Monday,

September 2, Mongolia was set to become the first International Criminal Court

(ICC) member state to receive Vladimir Putin since the court issued an arrest

warrant for the Russian president, in March 2023. The risk of arrest was very

remote, with the visit having been officially announced by the Mongolian

government, which has thereby contravened its obligations as a signatory to the

Rome statute and tarnished its image as a democracy that is committed to

international norms. The Kremlin's spokesman said he had "no concerns" about

the visit. "We have an excellent rapport with our partners from Mongolia," said

Dmitry Peskov. "Of course, all aspects of the president's visit have been carefully

prepared."

Read more War in Ukraine: International justice makes Putin an outcast

Officially, the head of the Russian Federation came to take part in celebrations

marking the 85th anniversary of the Soviet victory at the Battle of Khalkhin-Gol,

from May to September 1939, in which Russians and Mongolians pushed back a

Japanese offensive in the far east of Mongolia. In fact, with this trip to

Ulaanbaatar, Putin seems just as intent on demonstrating the weaknesses of

international law in the face of Russian power as on hampering Mongolia's

rapprochement efforts with the West.

Russian President Vladimir Putin (right) and his Mongolian counterpart Ukhnaagiin Khürelsükh at the

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, on July 3, 2024. GAVRIIL

GRIGOROV / SPUTNIK VIA AFP
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