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gig
noun [ C ]

UK   /ɡɪɡ /  US   /ɡɪɡ /

gig noun [C] (PERFORMANCE)

informal

a single performance by a musician or group of
musicians, especially playing modern or pop music,
or by a comedian (= a performer who makes people
laugh, for example by telling jokes or funny stories):

Add to word list 

play a gig The band is going to Atlanta to play a gig at
the Fox Theatre.

•

do a gig The comedian did her first gig at the Comedy
Store in London.

•

  Fewer examples

He has been touring the globe and rocking
audiences since his humble beginnings at bar gigs
in Boston.

•

We were asked to play at a benefit gig for charity.•

I much prefer a small intimate show to a faceless
stadium gig.

•

Kelvin loves to heckle when he goes to comedy
gigs.

•

  SMART Vocabulary: related words and phrases

gig economy

gig noun [C] (JOB)

informal

a job:

informal

a job that is temporary, does not offer many hours,
or may end at any time, usually involving working for
yourself rather than for an employer:

See also

 

get the gig She's well qualified, but I think it's unlikely
she will get the gig.

•

He had a comfortable enough gig as coach at Yale.•

 

Instead of six-month gigs, workers are in search of
stable jobs.

•

gig work Gig work refers to ways of earning income
outside of traditional, long-term employer-employee
relationships.

•

gig worker Gig workers are banding together in order
to improve their working rights and pay.

•

  More examples

  SMART Vocabulary: related words and phrases

gig noun [C] (VEHICLE)

a light two-wheeled carriage pulled by one horse,
used especially in the past:

Science & Society Picture
Library/SSPL/GettyImages

a light, fast boat for rowing (= moving using long
sticks called oars) or sailing:

 

He had the horse and gig brought to the door.•

 

 

We had no sail in the gig, but the larger boat was fully
equipped.

•

  More examples

  SMART Vocabulary: related words and phrases

gig noun [C] (UNIT)

a gigabyte :
 

I don't get why people want to buy something that only
has 14.5 gigs of useable memory.

•

  SMART Vocabulary: related words and phrases

  

gig
verb [ I  ]

UK   /ɡɪɡ /  US   /ɡɪɡ /
-gg-

(of a musician or group of musicians) to perform
gigs:

 

She gigged at bars for years before becoming
famous.

•

  SMART Vocabulary: related words and phrases

(Definition of gig from the Cambridge Academic Content Dictionary © Cambridge
University Press)

gig  |  AMERICAN DICTIONARY

gig
noun [ C ]

US   /ɡɪɡ /

a job, esp. one as a performer or one that lasts only
a short time:

Add to word list 

Now many of his gigs as a singer-saxophonist are being
put on hold.

•

(Definition of gig from the Cambridge Business English Dictionary © Cambridge
University Press)

gig  |  BUSINESS ENGLISH

gig
noun [ U ]  •  informal

UK   /ɡɪɡ /  US 

IT

→  gigabyte

Add to word list 

HR

a job, often a temporary one:

 

He landed a gig writing a new employee manual.•

EXAMPLES of gig

gig
In addition to stereotypical patterns and expectations, men and
women may differ in the way they arrange ad hoc gigs with each
other.

If you are not convinced, think of the development of jazz
performers from their first solo to the most memorable gig in
their career.

They'd go to a gig with a library of prefabricated and tested
code.

How much money is generated at pub gigs by the music as
opposed to the sale of alcohol or the attractiveness of bar staff?

And after the gig, well, you know how it is on the road.

And let us imagine that she is not asked to join them in a paid
ad hoc gig the following week.

That's always the reason used to marginalise us from gigs, that
our music is so heavy that surely it will incite a riot.

I decided in most cases not to take loudspeakers to the gig.

Letters before venue, audience, etc. types are abbreviations
used in the upcoming listing of gigs.

The thing is, in a gig, whatever sort of gig it is, the audience has
chosen to be there.

It is one of the things you do, along with recording, gigs,
festivals, playing in pubs, whatever.

And that was probably the best gig of my career.

In enthusiasts' recollections of the gigs at which death/thrash
bands performed in the early 1990s, however, the genre's local
salience becomes clearer.

This was not a computer gig, but my voice sure sounded like a
synthesizer!

The notion of the pick-up gig will take on a new form.

See all examples of gig

These examples are from corpora and from sources on the web. Any opinions in the
examples do not represent the opinion of the Cambridge Dictionary editors or of
Cambridge University Press or its licensors.
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What is the pronunciation of gig? 

Translations of gig

Need a translator?
Get a quick, free translation!

in Chinese (Traditional)

��, （尤���現代或�⾏�的）���, ⾺⾞…
See more

in Chinese (Simplified)

��, （尤指��现代或�⾏乐的）���, ⻢⻋…
See more

in Spanish

actuación, trabajo, bolo…
See more

in Portuguese

apresentação, concerto, trabalho temporário…
See more

in more languages 

Translator tool

  All

side gig
gig economy
gig, at gigabyte
GB, at gigabyte
side gig, at side hustle

See all meanings

to think about something that
happened in the past
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WORD OF THE DAY

look back
UK    /lʊk/  US    /lʊk/
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