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Former reality TV star appointed NASA Interim
Administrator

Can Sean Duffy embrace the challenge?

A Richard Speed Thu 10 Jul 2025 // 12:19 UTC

NASA has a new interim Administrator. US President Donald Trump has announced that former reality TV
star and current Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy will be taking on the role.

"Sean is doing a TREMENDOUS job in handling our Country's Transportation Affairs," wrote Trump, who
abruptly yanked the NASA nomination from Jared Isaacman in June. Isaacman later suggested that his
connection to Trump's former best pal, Elon Musk, was to blame for the President's change of heart.

Writing on X (formerly Twitter), Isaacman said: "Short of a new nominee, this was a great move. @NASA
needs political leadership from someone the President trusts and has confidence in. Wishing @ SecDuffy
well in this important endeavor — NASA deserves the best."

He later added: "If you love NASA, then trust me — you want the interim administrator to be someone who
can text the President. A trusted cabinet member like Sec. Duffy is a good move."

MORE CONTEXT
One Big_Brutal Bill: Ex-NASA brass decry Trump's proposed budget cuts

Trump's One Big_Beautiful Bill bankrolls $85M Space Shuttle shuffle

NASA gives Lunar Trailblazer a few more weeks to pick up the phone

NASA to silence Voyager's social media accounts

The Trump administration aims to slash NASA's budget, with many science missions at risk of being
terminated or scaled back. Of Duffy, Trump said: "He will be a fantastic leader of the ever more important
Space Agency, even if only for a short period of time."

Duffy responded: "Honored to accept this mission. Time to take over space. Let's launch."

Shortly before the announcement, Trump posted a lengthy critique of his former ally, Elon Musk. In it,
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