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Former reality TV star appointed NASA Interim
Administrator
Can Sean Duffy embrace the challenge?
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NASA has a new interim Administrator. US President Donald Trump has announced that former reality TV
star and current Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy will be taking on the role.

"Sean is doing a TREMENDOUS job in handling our Country's Transportation Affairs," wrote Trump, who
abruptly yanked the NASA nomination from Jared Isaacman in June. Isaacman later suggested that his
connection to Trump's former best pal, Elon Musk, was to blame for the President's change of heart.

Writing on X (formerly Twitter), Isaacman said: "Short of a new nominee, this was a great move. @NASA
needs political leadership from someone the President trusts and has confidence in. Wishing @SecDuffy
well in this important endeavor – NASA deserves the best."

He later added: "If you love NASA, then trust me – you want the interim administrator to be someone who
can text the President. A trusted cabinet member like Sec. Duffy is a good move."

MORE CONTEXT
One Big Brutal Bill: Ex-NASA brass decry Trump's proposed budget cuts

Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill bankrolls $85M Space Shuttle shuffle

NASA gives Lunar Trailblazer a few more weeks to pick up the phone

NASA to silence Voyager's social media accounts

The Trump administration aims to slash NASA's budget, with many science missions at risk of being
terminated or scaled back. Of Duffy, Trump said: "He will be a fantastic leader of the ever more important
Space Agency, even if only for a short period of time."

Duffy responded: "Honored to accept this mission. Time to take over space. Let's launch."

Shortly before the announcement, Trump posted a lengthy critique of his former ally, Elon Musk. In it,
Trump called the selection of Musk's "very close friend" Isaacman "inappropriate."

Duffy has little experience in the space arena. Before entering politics, he starred in The Real World:
Boston in 1997, the sixth season of the MTV reality television show, and Road Rules: All Stars in 1998, an
MTV Winnebago driving event where he met his future wife, Rachel Campos. He resigned from Congress
in 2019, later becoming a Fox Business host in 2022 before being appointed Secretary of Transportation
in 2025.

However, as Isaacman noted, he does have access to the President and therefore stands a good chance
of being able to influence decision-making. There is still no word yet regarding who the next NASA
Administrator will be. ®

MORE ABOUT

Donald Trump Elon Musk NASA

TIP US OFF
Send us news

    

11  COMMENTS

More like these

One Big Brutal
Bill: Ex-NASA
brass decry
Trump's proposed
budget cuts
'If this is the priority for
our tax dollars, we are
doomed'

SCIENCE 2 days | 38

Musk's antics and
distractions are
backfiring as
Tesla's car
business stalls
COMMENT Robotaxis,
humanoid robots, and
fights with Trump can't
hide declining EV sales

ON-PREM 7 days | 140

Trump's One Big
Beautiful Bill
bankrolls $85M
Space Shuttle
shuffle
NASA science might be
cut, but cash can be
found to move a 'space
vehicle' from museum
to museum
SCIENCE 8 days | 94

From hype to
harm: 78% of
CISOs see AI
attacks already
AI attacks are keeping
most practitioners up at
night, says Darktrace,
and with good reason

SPONSORED FE…

NASA tests
shrinking metals
to help it find
more exoplanets
Mysterious ‘Alloy 30’
gets smaller when
heated, which could
help stabilize super-
sensitive space
telescopes

SCIENCE 8 days | 28

Northrop
Grumman shows
SpaceX doesn't
have a monopoly
on explosions
VIDEO NASA's future
Artemis booster
sputters during test

SCIENCE 10 days | 11

NASA gives Lunar
Trailblazer a few
more weeks to
pick up the phone
Stricken probe giving
US space agency the
silent treatment

SCIENCE 9 days | 2

Don't look up:
NASA is
struggling to
execute its
planetary defense
plan
Audit finds budget
uncertainties and tiny
staff make it hard to
mount a fight against
killer space rocks
SCIENCE 15 days | 28

Elon Musk's Grok
chatbot posts
Mein Kampf 2.0 in
now-deleted X
rant
No word on who
pressed the
'MechaHitler' button

PERSONAL TECH1 day | 29

Mars
Reconnaissance
Orbiter learns new
trick at the age of
19: ‘very large
rolls’
Now play dead, like a
lot of NASA science
programs if the White
House gets its way
SCIENCE 13 days | 15

Eggheads hold
science fair on
Capitol Hill to
decry funding
cuts
'The Things We’ll Never
Know' show highlights
what we'll be missing

SCIENCE 15 hrs | 19

Trump's budget
bill opens wide
swath of spectrum
for sale
UPDATED Including
frequencies that
overlap with Wi-Fi 6E
and private mobile
networking

PUBLIC SECTOR2 days | 5

 SIGN IN / UP

The Register asks for your consent to use your
personal data to:

Personalised advertising and content, advertising and content
measurement, audience research and services development

Store and/or access information on a device

Your personal data will be processed and information from your device
(cookies, unique identifiers, and other device data) may be stored by,
accessed by and shared with , or
used specifically by this site or app.

Some vendors may process your personal data on the basis of legitimate
interest, which you can object to by managing your options below. Look for a
link at the bottom of this page to manage or withdraw consent in privacy and
cookie settings.

Learn more

138 TCF vendor(s) and 82 ad partner(s)

Manage options

Do not consent Consent

https://www.theregister.com/offbeat/science/
https://www.theregister.com/Author/Richard-Speed
https://forums.theregister.com/forum/all/2025/07/10/nasa_interim_administrator/
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/114826109463640311
https://www.theregister.com/2025/06/02/nasa_isaacman_dropped/
https://www.theregister.com/2025/06/06/how_nasa_might_have_looked/
https://x.com/rookisaacman/status/1943108947096797649
https://x.com/rookisaacman/status/1943141165743706507
https://www.theregister.com/2025/07/08/nasa_boss_budget_reaction/
https://www.theregister.com/2025/07/02/space_shuttle_relocation_bill/
https://www.theregister.com/2025/07/01/nasa_lunar_trailblazer_lost/
https://www.theregister.com/2025/06/11/nasa_to_silence_voyagers_social/
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/114808616176041421
https://www.theregister.com/Tag/Donald%20Trump/
https://www.theregister.com/Tag/Elon%20Musk/
https://www.theregister.com/Tag/NASA/
https://www.theregister.com/Profile/contact/
https://forums.theregister.com/forum/all/2025/07/10/nasa_interim_administrator/
https://forums.theregister.com/forum/all/2025/07/10/nasa_interim_administrator/
https://www.theregister.com/2025/07/08/nasa_boss_budget_reaction/?td=keepreading
https://www.theregister.com/2025/07/03/elon_musk_tesla_deliveries_distraction/?td=keepreading
https://www.theregister.com/2025/07/02/space_shuttle_relocation_bill/?td=keepreading
https://www.theregister.com/2025/05/16/cisos-report-ai-attacks/?td=keepreading
https://www.theregister.com/2025/07/02/nasa_negative_thermal_expansion_alloy_tests/?td=keepreading
https://www.theregister.com/2025/06/30/northrop_grumman_test_anomaly/?td=keepreading
https://www.theregister.com/2025/07/01/nasa_lunar_trailblazer_lost/?td=keepreading
https://www.theregister.com/2025/06/25/nasa_oig_planetary_defense_audit/?td=keepreading
https://www.theregister.com/2025/07/09/grok_nazi/?td=keepreading
https://www.theregister.com/2025/06/27/mars_reconnaissance_orbiter_new_trick/?td=keepreading
https://www.theregister.com/2025/07/09/science_funding_trump/?td=keepreading
https://www.theregister.com/2025/07/08/trump_budget_bill_spectrum_auctions/?td=keepreading
https://account.theregister.com/login?r=https%3A//www.theregister.com/2025/07/10/nasa_interim_administrator/
https://www.theregister.com/
https://search.theregister.com/


About Us

Contact us

Advertise with us

Who we are

 

Our Websites

The Next Platform

DevClass

Blocks and Files

 

Your Privacy

Cookies Policy

Privacy Policy

Ts & Cs

Copyright. All rights reserved ©
1998–2025

The Register asks for your consent to use your
personal data to:

Personalised advertising and content, advertising and content
measurement, audience research and services development

Store and/or access information on a device

Your personal data will be processed and information from your device
(cookies, unique identifiers, and other device data) may be stored by,
accessed by and shared with , or
used specifically by this site or app.

Some vendors may process your personal data on the basis of legitimate
interest, which you can object to by managing your options below. Look for a
link at the bottom of this page to manage or withdraw consent in privacy and
cookie settings.

138 TCF vendor(s) and 82 ad partner(s)

https://www.theregister.com/Profile/contact/
https://www.theregister.com/AdvertiseWithUs/
https://www.theregister.com/Profile/about_the_register/
https://www.nextplatform.com/
https://devclass.com/
https://blocksandfiles.com/
https://www.theregister.com/Profile/cookies/
https://www.theregister.com/Profile/privacy/
https://www.theregister.com/Profile/terms_and_conditions_of_use/
https://situationpublishing.com/
https://situationpublishing.com/

