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OpenAI’s ChatGPT Agent Is
Haunting My Browser
New tools from OpenAI and Perplexity

can browse the web for you. If the idea

takes off, these generative AI agents

could turn the internet into a ghost town

where only bots roam.

PHOTO-ILLUSTRATION: WIRED STAFF/GETTY IMAGES

MOST PEOPLE’S BROWSER  tabs are filled with unread

news articles. Mine are filled with AI agents and ghost

clicks.
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Special Edition: The new era of work travel

Reece Rogers is WIRED's service writer, focused on

explaining crucial topics and helping readers get

the most out of their technology. Prior to WIRED,

Reece covered streaming at Business Insider. ...

Read More

SERVICE WRITER

TOPICS ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE OPENAI BROWSERS

CHATGPT CHATBOTS

READ MORE

This AI Warps Live Video in Real Time

A startup called Decart has developed an AI model that can transform live footage. The results are

mind-bending—and poised to take over streaming.

WILL KNIGHT
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Another High-Profile OpenAI Researcher Departs for Meta

Jason Wei, who worked on OpenAI’s o1 and deep research models, will be joining Meta’s

superintelligence lab. His colleague Hyung Won Chung is also joining Meta, a source tells WIRED.

KYLIE ROBISON

I Tried Grok’s Built-In Anime Companion and It Called Me a Twat
Get WIRED. START FREE TRIAL

SUBSCRIBENEWSLETTERS

BEST ANDROID TABLETS BEST ELECTRIC SCOOTERS ULTIMATE HOME OFFICE KINDLE DEALS

We Care About Your Privacy

We, and our  partners use cookies and similar
methods to recognize visitors and remember their
preferences. We may also use these technologies to
gauge the effectiveness of advertising campaigns,
target advertisements, and analyze website traffic.
Some of these technologies are essential for
ensuring the proper functioning of the service or
website and cannot be disabled, while others are
optional but serve to enhance the user experience in
various ways.

We, in collaboration with our partners, store and/or
access information on a user's device, including but
not limited to IP addresses, unique identifiers, and

We and our partners process data for the
following purposes

Targeting Cookies

Social Media Cookies

Performance Cookies

Audience Measurement

Functional Cookies

Essential

Store and/or access information on a device

Privacy Policy

https://www.wired.com/story/jason-wei-open-ai-meta/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_f5d70458-7db3-4fae-9dbc-e644b2ff8855_roberta-similarity1
https://www.wired.com/story/jason-wei-open-ai-meta/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_f5d70458-7db3-4fae-9dbc-e644b2ff8855_roberta-similarity1
https://www.wired.com/story/jason-wei-open-ai-meta/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_f5d70458-7db3-4fae-9dbc-e644b2ff8855_roberta-similarity1
https://www.wired.com/story/elon-musk-xai-ai-companion-ani/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_f5d70458-7db3-4fae-9dbc-e644b2ff8855_roberta-similarity1
https://www.wired.com/story/elon-musk-xai-ai-companion-ani/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_f5d70458-7db3-4fae-9dbc-e644b2ff8855_roberta-similarity1
https://www.wired.com/story/elon-musk-xai-ai-companion-ani/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_f5d70458-7db3-4fae-9dbc-e644b2ff8855_roberta-similarity1
https://www.wired.com/story/jason-wei-open-ai-meta/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_f5d70458-7db3-4fae-9dbc-e644b2ff8855_roberta-similarity1
https://www.wired.com/story/elon-musk-xai-ai-companion-ani/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_f5d70458-7db3-4fae-9dbc-e644b2ff8855_roberta-similarity1
https://www.wired.com/v2/offers/wira01027?source=Site_0_JNY_WIR_MOBILE_PAYWALL_IN_CONTENT_BARRIER_BAR_0_INTL_JULY_2025_NEW_OFFER_ZZ&cds_mag_code=WIR&cds_page_id=283748&cds_response_key=95UGAANA1&redirectURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wired.com%2Fstory%2Fbrowser-haunted-by-ai-agents%2F
https://www.wired.com/v2/offers/wira01027?source=Site_0_JNY_WIR_MOBILE_NAV_CTA_0_INTL_JULY_2025_NEW_OFFER_ZZ&cds_mag_code=WIR&cds_page_id=283748&cds_response_key=95UGAANA1
https://www.wired.com/
https://www.wired.com/newsletter?sourceCode=navbar
https://www.wired.com/gallery/best-android-tablets/
https://www.wired.com/gallery/best-electric-scooters/
https://www.wired.com/story/work-from-home-home-office-gear-guide/
https://www.wired.com/story/prime-kindle-amazon-device-deals-2025-1/
https://www.wired.com/story/buy-it-for-life/
https://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy


xAI’s new $300 monthly subscription comes with two AI companions powered by its most capable

model to date. I tried them. It got weird.

KYLIE ROBISON

OpenAI’s New ChatGPT Agent Tries to Do It All

It’s a PowerPoint generator! It’s a date-night planner! It’s … another agent from OpenAI.

REECE ROGERS
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How Video Games Became the New Battleground for Actors and AI Protections

Voice actors ended their 11-month strike against the video game industry, but their fight against AI is just

beginning.

MEGAN FAROKHMANESH

Cloudflare Is Blocking AI Crawlers by Default

The age of the AI scraping free-for-all may be coming to an end. At least if Cloudflare gets its way.

KATE KNIBBS
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Former Top Google Researchers Have Made a New Kind of AI Agent

The mission? Teaching models to better understand how to build code will lead to superintelligent AI.

WILL KNIGHT

OpenAI Loses 4 Key Researchers to Meta

Mark Zuckerberg has been working to poach talent from rival labs for his new superintelligence team.Get WIRED. START FREE TRIAL
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KYLIE ROBISON

AI Videos of Black Women Depicted as ‘Bigfoot’ Are Going Viral

Some Instagram creators are using Google’s Veo 3 and racking up millions of views on AI videos of

“bigfoot baddies.” They’ll teach you how to make them for $15.

REECE ROGERS

OpenAI Poaches 4 High-Ranking Engineers From Tesla, xAI, and Meta
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The new hires are joining OpenAI’s scaling team, according to an internal Slack message sent by

cofounder Greg Brockman.

WILL KNIGHT

Elon Musk Unveils Grok 4 Amid Controversy Over Chatbot’s Antisemitic Posts

In a livestream with xAI colleagues, the billionaire entrepreneur described current AI systems as

“primitive” and not for “serious” commercial use.

PARESH DAVE
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What Could a Healthy AI Companion Look Like?

A chatbot designed to avoid anthropomorphism offers a compelling glimpse into the future of human-

to-AI relationships.

WILL KNIGHT
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