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Police Report: Edward ‘Big Balls’ Coristine Assaulted
in Alleged Carjacking
President Donald Trump shared a photo of the DOGE staffer after the alleged

attack and threatened to “federalize” Washington, DC. WIRED obtained the

police report.

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters on August 5, 2025 in Washington, DC. PHOTOGRAPH: WIN MCNAMEE/GETTY IMAGES
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ON TUESDAY AFTERNOON ,  President Donald Trump

posted a threat on his social media platform Truth Social

to “federalize” the District of Columbia, citing claims of

gang violence. He also shared a photo of a bloodied,

shirtless man sitting in the street. Soon after, Elon Musk

tweeted that a Department of Government Efficiency

(DOGE) staffer was “beaten to the point of concussion” by

an alleged gang in DC. Police reports obtained by WIRED

confirm that the alleged victim in question was Edward

Coristine, the 19-year-old software engineer who has

gone by “Big Balls” online and was one of DOGE’s earliest

operatives.
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How Edward ‘Big Balls’ Coristine and DOGE Got Access to a Federal Payroll

System That Serves the FBI

Hundreds of pages of records reviewed by WIRED show just how quickly DOGE gained access to

systems at the Small Business Administration—and through it, a USDA system that handles payroll for

federal law enforcement.

VITTORIA ELLIOTT

The FBI's Jeffrey Epstein Prison Video Had Nearly 3 Minutes Cut Out
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Metadata from the “raw” Epstein prison video shows approximately 2 minutes and 53 seconds were

removed from one of two stitched-together clips. The cut starts right at the “missing minute.”

DHRUV MEHROTRA

DHS Tells Police That Common Protest Activities Are ‘Violent Tactics’

DHS is urging law enforcement to treat even skateboarding and livestreaming as signs of violent intent

during a protest, turning everyday behavior into a pretext for police action.

DELL CAMERON
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US Senator Urges DHS to Probe Whether Agents Were Moved From Criminal

Cases to Deportations

US senator Ron Wyden is demanding that the Department of Homeland Security investigate reports of

agents being reassigned to bolster immigration enforcement.

CAROLINE HASKINS

DHS Faces New Pressure Over DNA Taken From Immigrant ChildrenGet WIRED. START FREE TRIAL
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The US government has added the DNA of approximately 133,000 migrant children and teens to a

criminal database, which critics say could mean police treat them like suspects “indefinitely.”

DELL CAMERON

This Is DOGE 2.0

Elon Musk's so-called Department of Government Efficiency is continuing its wholesale assault on

federal agencies—even without Musk in government.
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China’s Salt Typhoon Hackers Breached the US National Guard for Nearly a Year

Plus: Secret IRS data-sharing with ICE, a 20-year-old hackable vulnerability in train brakes, and more.

DELL CAMERON

McDonald’s AI Hiring Bot Exposed Millions of Applicants' Data to Hackers Using

the Password ‘123456’
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Basic security flaws left the personal info of tens of millions of McDonald’s job-seekers vulnerable on

the “McHire” site built by AI software firm Paradox.ai.

ANDY GREENBERG

X Data Center Fire in Oregon Started Inside Power Cabinet, Authorities Say

Generative AI has put data centers under the spotlight, and surging electricity needs could increase risk

of fires.

PARESH DAVE
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4 Arrested Over Scattered Spider Hacking Spree

Plus: An “explosion” of AI-generated child abuse images is taking over the web, a Russian professional

basketball player is arrested on ransomware charges, and more.

MATT BURGESS

Grok Is Spewing Antisemitic Garbage on X

Elon Musk’s chatbot has gone on a tirade, praising Adolf Hitler and parroting antisemitic tropes.
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CAROLINE HASKINS

A Premium Luggage Service’s Web Bugs Exposed the Travel Plans of Every User—

Including Diplomats

Security flaws in Airportr, a door-to-door luggage checking service used by 10 airlines, let hackers

access user data and even gain privileges that would have let them redirect or steal luggage.

ANDY GREENBERG
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WIRED is where tomorrow is realized. It is the essential source of information and ideas that make sense of

a world in constant transformation. The WIRED conversation illuminates how technology is changing every

aspect of our lives—from culture to business, science to design. The breakthroughs and innovations that we

uncover lead to new ways of thinking, new connections, and new industries.
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