
MAKENA KELLY POLITICS OCT 21, 2025 11:04 AM

Inside the Trump
Administration's Bluesky
Invasion

On Friday, after months of internal

discussions, federal agencies began

posting on the left-friendly social

network. Within days, they dominated a

list of the most-blocked accounts.
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SINCE AT LEAST  February, the White House had

considered creating a Bluesky account. What began as

talk of setting up an experimental account turned into a

more strategic decision last week. As the government

continued into shutdown, members of the White House’s

digital team decided to take its shutdown messaging to

the predominantly left-wing platform as part of a

coordinated blitz with several other federal agencies that

officials described as an effort to “reach all audiences.”
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After 100 years, the zipper got a major upgrade
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Makena Kelly is a senior writer at WIRED focused

on the intersection of politics, power, and

technology. She writes the Politics Lab newsletter

that helps you make sense of how the internet is

shaping our political reality—sign up here. She was

previously at The Verge, CQ Roll Call, and the ...
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Trump Wants to Take Over Cities. Influencers Are Giving Him the Fuel to Do It

The Trump administration has built its own content mill to justify its law-and-order immigration

agenda.

MAKENA KELLY

The Andrew Cuomo Campaign Is All in on MAGA Influencers

With the NYC mayoral race coming to a close, Andrew Cuomo is courting right-wing creators.
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MAKENA KELLY

Federal Workers Are Being Used as Pawns in the Shutdown

“People are scared," asks one federal worker. “Is WIRED hiring?” jokes another.

MAKENA KELLY

The FTC Is Disappearing Blog Posts About AI Published During Lina Khan’s TenureGet WIRED. START FREE TRIAL
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The Federal Trade Commission removed several blog posts in recent months about open source and

potential risks to consumers from the rapid spread of commercial AI tools.

LAUREN GOODE

How K-Pop Stans Set the Stage for the US TikTok Ban

In 2020, K-pop stans, organized via TikTok, requested tickets to Trump rallies and never showed up,

putting the video-sharing platform on the president’s radar.

EMILY BAKER-WHITE
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Trumpworld's Least Favorite Cabinet Secretaries

“Worst, Bondi,” they begin. “2.) Bondi. 3.) Bondi. 4.) Bondi. 5.) HegsethRFKTulsiNoem.”

JAKE LAHUT

Government Workers Say Their Out-of-Office Replies Were Forcibly Changed to

Blame Democrats for Shutdown
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Some employees at the Department of Education changed their responses back to the more neutral

language, only to have it changed yet again to the partisan response, multiple sources tell WIRED.

VITTORIA ELLIOTT

The Trump Administration Is Coming for Nonprofits. They're Getting Ready

As the Trump administration threatens them, liberal nonprofits have been quietly preparing to do

everything from surrendering 501(c)(3) status to relocating outside the US.

VITTORIA ELLIOTT
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He Wrote a Book About Antifa. Death Threats Are Driving Him Out of the US

Rutgers historian Mark Bray is trying to flee to Spain after after an online campaign from far-right

influencers was followed by death threats. He was turned back at the airport on his first attempt.

DAVID GILBERT

OpenAI Is Preparing to Launch a Social App for AI-Generated Videos
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The platform appears to closely resemble TikTok and is powered by Sora 2, OpenAI's latest video

generation model.

LOUISE MATSAKIS

Federal Workers Are Being Told to Blame Democrats for the Shutdown

Workers at one agency were given unhinged, partisan language to use when setting out-of-office

replies.

VITTORIA ELLIOTT
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Real Estate Is Entering Its AI Slop Era

Fake video walk-throughs, a magically expanding loft, and stair hallucinations are just some of the new

AI-generated features house hunters are coming across.

KAT TENBARGE
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WIRED is where tomorrow is realized. It is the essential source of information and ideas that make sense of

a world in constant transformation. The WIRED conversation illuminates how technology is changing every

aspect of our lives—from culture to business, science to design. The breakthroughs and innovations that we

uncover lead to new ways of thinking, new connections, and new industries.
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