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Paramount to pay Trump $16m to settle
60 Minutes lawsuit
2 July 2025
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US media company Paramount Global has agreed to pay $16 million (£13.5m) to settle

a legal dispute with US President Donald Trump regarding an interview it broadcast on

CBS with former Vice-President Kamala Harris.

Trump filed a lawsuit last October, alleging the network had deceptively edited an

interview that aired on its 60 Minutes news programme with his presidential election

rival Kamala Harris, to "tip the scales in favour of the Democratic party".

Paramount said it would pay to settle the suit, but with the money allocated to Trump's

future presidential library, not paid to him "directly or indirectly".

The company noted the settlement does not include a statement of apology or regret.

A spokesperson for Trump's legal team swiftly hailed the settlement as a "win for the

American people" over the "fake news media".

"CBS and Paramount Global realised the strength of this historic case and had no

choice but to settle," the spokesperson added. "President Trump will always ensure that

no one gets away with lying to the American people."

CBS, which is owned by Paramount, previously said the case was "completely without

merit" and had asked a judge to dismiss it. It stressed the broadcast was "not doctored

or deceitful".

The settlement marks the latest concession by a US media company to a president who

has targeted outlets over what he describes as false or misleading coverage.

According to the lawsuit filed in federal court in Texas, CBS aired two versions of the

Harris interview in which she appeared to give different answers to the same question

about the Israel-Gaza war.

Interviewer Bill Whitaker asked the Democratic nominee about the Biden

administration's relationship with Israel. The network later aired two different versions

of her response, according to the claim.

One clip aired on Face the Nation and the other on 60 Minutes. Trump claimed Harris's

"word salad" answer had been deceptively edited in one version to shield her from

backlash.

CBS, which is the BBC's US news partner, said it edited Harris's answer for time, in

accordance with television news standards.

Trump sued, originally claiming for $10bn (£8.5bn) but that figure was later increased

to $20bn ($17bn) for damages.

In May this year, the company offered $15m (12.7m) to settle the suit but Trump

wanted more than $25m (£21m).

In a statement released on Tuesday, Paramount confirmed the settlement fee included

the president's legal fees, and that it had agreed that 60 Minutes will release transcripts

of interviews with future presidential candidates.
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Former US Vice President Kamala Harris ran against Donald Trump in the last presidential election

Settled ahead of planned merger

According to both the Wall Street Journal and New York Times, the settlement was

agreed - with the help of mediator - so as to not affect Paramount's planned merger

with Skydance Media, which the Federal Communications Commission has been

reviewing and therefore Trump technically has the power to halt.

During the month-long settlement talks, some CBS News executives including chief

executive Wendy McMahon have left their roles, due to their unwillingness to issue an

apology to Trump.

There were also reportedly concerns over whether paying to settle the lawsuit could be

viewed as bribing a public official.

The Paramount settlement follows a decision by Walt Disney-owned ABC News to

settle a defamation case brought by Trump.
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2 hrs ago Trump's surgeon general pick
goes into labour before
confirmation hearing

Casey Means, who does not have an active medical
license, is known for her scepticism of conventional
medicine and elements of childhood vaccination.

2 hrs ago Trump hails 'amazing' meeting
with China's Xi but no formal
trade deal agreed

The US president and his Chinese counterpart met
face-to-face for the first time in six years.

3 hrs ago Five ways US government
shutdown is hurting - and why
it's about to get worse

The fiscal fight means US troops could go without
pay, while millions may lose heat and food aid.

4 hrs ago What tariffs has Trump
announced and why?

Trump's volatile trade policy has thrown the world
economy into chaos, and put some US prices up.

5 hrs ago Ontario premier demands
apology from US ambassador
over tariff 'tirade'

The tense exchange happened after an anti-tariff
commercial aired by Ontario infuriated the Trump
administration.

Home News Sport Business Innovation Culture Arts Travel Earth Audio Video Live Weather

BBC Shop BritBox

BBC in other languages

Let us know you
agree to cookies

We use cookies to give you the best online experience.
Please let us know if you agree to all of these cookies.

Yes, I agree
No, take me to

settings

Register Sign In

Let us know you agree to advertising cookies
We and our 45 partners use cookies and similar technologies to collect and process personal data from
your device, such as your IP address and the pages you visit.

We use this data to help us to better understand our audiences and to improve and personalise your
experience. We also use this data to manage the advertising shown on our services. We make money
from these ads, which in turn helps to fund our services and the creation of more BBC content.

Please let us know if you agree to:

Click “Manage Options” to set your choice for specific purposes and to view the list of our partners. You
can find out more on advertising cookies in our privacy policy. To change your preferences at any other
time (including to withdraw consent or opt out of legitimate interest processing) by clicking on ‘Do not
share or sell my info‘ at the bottom of any page. Your choice only applies to BBC.com.

Store and/or access information on a device

Personalised advertising and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development

I do not agree I agree

Manage options

https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/pages/terms-of-use
https://www.bbc.com/pages/subscription-terms
https://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc
https://www.bbc.com/pages/privacy-policy
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact
https://advertising.bbcstudios.com/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/how-can-i-change-my-bbc-cookie-settings/
https://help.bbc.com/hc/
https://www.bbc.com/pages/content-index
https://www.bbc.co.uk/editorialguidelines/guidance/feeds-and-links
https://www.bbc.co.uk/editorialguidelines/guidance/feeds-and-links
https://www.wsj.com/business/media/paramount-to-pay-16-million-to-settle-trump-lawsuit-over-60-minutes-interview-fd8dd21c
https://archive.ph/PUvV4
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/c207p54mlzpt
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/c34k011x7rrt
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cp7r8vgl2lgt
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg4ny4rzq2o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg4ny4rzq2o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg4ny4rzq2o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg4ny4rzq2o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg4ny4rzq2o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg4ny4rzq2o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg4ny4rzq2o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg4ny4rzq2o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c24lvgr35e3o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c24lvgr35e3o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c24lvgr35e3o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c24lvgr35e3o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c24lvgr35e3o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c24lvgr35e3o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c24lvgr35e3o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c24lvgr35e3o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4gp9lqzkpzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4gp9lqzkpzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4gp9lqzkpzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4gp9lqzkpzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4gp9lqzkpzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4gp9lqzkpzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4gp9lqzkpzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4gp9lqzkpzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rjv93vj2do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crl25xl1gjpo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74jden8ddxo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn93e12rypgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30v68ngje7o
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/news
https://www.bbc.com/sport
https://www.bbc.com/business
https://www.bbc.com/innovation
https://www.bbc.com/culture
https://www.bbc.com/arts
https://www.bbc.com/travel
https://www.bbc.com/future-planet
https://www.bbc.com/audio
https://www.bbc.com/video
https://www.bbc.com/live
https://www.bbc.com/weather
https://shop.bbc.com/
https://www.britbox.com/?utm_source=bbc.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=footer
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/what-do-i-need-to-know-about-cookies/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/how-can-i-change-my-bbc-cookie-settings/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/how-can-i-change-my-bbc-cookie-settings/
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/
https://session.bbc.com/session?action=register&userOrigin=BBCS_BBC&ptrt=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Farticles%2Fc3w4n8778q2o
https://session.bbc.com/session?action=register&userOrigin=BBCS_BBC&ptrt=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Farticles%2Fc3w4n8778q2o
https://session.bbc.com/session?action=register&userOrigin=BBCS_BBC&ptrt=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Farticles%2Fc3w4n8778q2o
https://session.bbc.com/session?action=register&userOrigin=BBCS_BBC&ptrt=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Farticles%2Fc3w4n8778q2o
https://session.bbc.com/session?userOrigin=BBCS_BBC&ptrt=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Farticles%2Fc3w4n8778q2o
https://session.bbc.com/session?userOrigin=BBCS_BBC&ptrt=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Farticles%2Fc3w4n8778q2o
https://session.bbc.com/session?userOrigin=BBCS_BBC&ptrt=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Farticles%2Fc3w4n8778q2o
https://session.bbc.com/session?userOrigin=BBCS_BBC&ptrt=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Farticles%2Fc3w4n8778q2o
https://www.bbc.com/pages/privacy-policy

