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Paramount to pay Trump $16m to settle
60 Minutes lawsuit
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Paul Glynn

Culture reporter

US media company Paramount Global has agreed to pay $16 million (£13.5m) to settle
a legal dispute with US President Donald Trump regarding an interview it broadcast on
CBS with former Vice-President Kamala Harris.

Trump filed a lawsuit last October, alleging the network had deceptively edited an
interview that aired on its 60 Minutes news programme with his presidential election
rival Kamala Harris, to "tip the scales in favour of the Democratic party".

Paramount said it would pay to settle the suit, but with the money allocated to Trump's
future presidential library, not paid to him "directly or indirectly".

The company noted the settlement does not include a statement of apology or regret.

A spokesperson for Trump's legal team swiftly hailed the settlement as a "win for the
American people" over the "fake news media".

"CBS and Paramount Global realised the strength of this historic case and had no
choice but to settle,” the spokesperson added. "President Trump will always ensure that
no one gets away with lying to the American people."

CBS, which is owned by Paramount, previously said the case was "completely without
merit" and had asked a judge to dismiss it. It stressed the broadcast was "not doctored
or deceitful”.

The settlement marks the latest concession by a US media company to a president who
has targeted outlets over what he describes as false or misleading coverage.

According to the lawsuit filed in federal court in Texas, CBS aired two versions of the
Harris interview in which she appeared to give different answers to the same question
about the Israel-Gaza war.

Interviewer Bill Whitaker asked the Democratic nominee about the Biden
administration's relationship with Israel. The network later aired two different versions
of her response, according to the claim.

One clip aired on Face the Nation and the other on 60 Minutes. Trump claimed Harris's
"word salad" answer had been deceptively edited in one version to shield her from
backlash.

CBS, which is the BBC's US news partner, said it edited Harris's answer for time, in
accordance with television news standards.

Trump sued, originally claiming for $10bn (£8.5bn) but that figure was later increased
to $20bn ($17bn) for damages.

In May this year, the company offered $15m (12.7m) to settle the suit but Trump
wanted more than $25m (£21m).

In a statement released on Tuesday, Paramount confirmed the settlement fee included
the president's legal fees, and that it had agreed that 60 Minutes will release transcripts
of interviews with future presidential candidates.
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Trump's surgeon general pick
goes into labour before
confirmation hearing

Casey Means, who does not have an active medical
license, is known for her scepticism of conventional
medicine and elements of childhood vaccination.

2 hrs ago

Trump hails 'amazing' meeting
with China's Xi but no formal
trade deal agreed

The US president and his Chinese counterpart met
face-to-face for the first time in six years.

3 hrs ago

Five ways US government
shutdown is hurting - and why
it's about to get worse

The fiscal fight means US troops could go without
pay, while millions may lose heat and food aid.

4 hrs ago What tariffs has Trump
announced and why?

Trump's volatile trade policy has thrown the world
economy into chaos, and put some US prices up.
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Ontario premier demands
apology from US ambassador
over tariff 'tirade’

The tense exchange happened after an anti-tariff
commercial aired by Ontario infuriated the Trump
administration.
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