
More Bad News: Tech Bros Are Sperm Racing
While women are fighting for basic reproductive rights, Silicon Valley is literally
investing in guys who want their cum to race.
By Jackie Jennings  |  November 4, 2025 | 2:40pm
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Every few months, the Internet coughs up something so stupid it seems like it can’t be real.
The latest piece of digital phlegm hacked across the hellscape of the timeline? . It
is exactly what it sounds like; young men agree to race their sperm under a microscope, fastest
sperm wins. 

But sperm racing is also so much more than just a game for digital sex weirdos. It is a
company, specifically a venture capital-backed attempt to—according to the company’s
website—“turn health into a sport.” And while that might sound hopelessly stupid, Sperm
Racing (the company) recently raised $10 million, proving that not only are the participants
unwell, but Silicon Valley is too.

To really drill down into what sperm racing (the event) is,  that
describes the “science” behind it. TLDR: Two dick-equipped people jizz into cups, and give
them to…I don’t know, sperm racing officials? The spunk referees then do something cursed
to distill the sperm and make it fit for racing (“a multi-step preparation and cleaning process”).
Then, the isolated swimmers are placed into a “custom mold” and tracked via microscope to
see which “wins.”

For some reason, the men who participated in the inaugural race are identified by which
college they attend, . I suppose this is to make racing cum
seem more like a legitimate competition; there are the trappings of a real rivalry a la football
or basketball. Is sperm racing poised to join the great pantheon of things we scream at 19-year-
olds to do better?!

The website for Sperm Racing (the company) is fairly sparse—so it’s hard to suss out whether
this is merely a viral marketing stunt. There is, however, a  (tragically, the geniuses
behind Sperm Racing did not call it their MANifesto), which says that, more than producing
live sperm events, the company is really worried that “male fertility is declining” and claims
“nobody’s really talking about it.”

Insert an aggressive—if predictable—eyeroll. Let’s start with the claim that nobody is talking
about declining male fertility. Going back a couple of decades, does anyone else remember the
rumor that ? Because I have a distinct memory of
being on the bus home from my Catholic elementary school and hearing an 11-year-old boy
express genuine fear of Mountain Dew, lest his prepubescent fertility be impacted. I bring this
up to illustrate how  have been occupying public discourse (whether
that’s the playground or the ) for decades. Today, content creators in the extended
MAHA/Joe Rogan universe go crazy for this topic; Tucker Carlson 

 titled The End of Men. The company’s claim that no one’s talking about this actually
reads more like a wish of mine, because there’s no shortage of attention paid to this.

To be clear, male fertility does actually seem to be —and the fine gentlemen at
Sperm Racing will sell you some  (gummy worms that allegedly improve male
fertility… that they, for whatever reason, did not call Sperm Werms) to address it. Lurking at
the bottom of the page is a reminder that none of this is FDA-approved. 

It seems that Sperm Racing may also be soon offering an additional product (or service? I’m
not sure how you’d classify this). If you click “Race From Home,” a pop-up asking for your
email promises to let you know when that option becomes available. At-home sperm analysis
already exists, but no one’s yet tapped into Tucker Carlson-tinged panic as a marketing
strategy. The companies that currently do it are called things like  and 
and come in boxes with muted colors, with marketing copy directed at people who are
explicitly interested in making a baby. Sperm Racing, on the other hand, seems concerned
with sperm health for no other reason than sperm = man (and man need fast sperm).

And if you’re like, OK they raised $10 million! There must be a there there, I beg you to
consider the state of start-ups in 2025. The investors include, 

, an EDM producer and a German soccer player. Maybe these guys see
something I don’t, but I think the more likely situation is: They’re young idiots with too much
money and a need to throw it at masculinity-affirming endeavors. Because there is absolutely
nothing that this company has to offer beyond capitalizing on a demented right-wing panic
designed to scare men.

Obviously, the mental illness of capitalism isn’t the fault of the sperm jockeys, but Sperm
Racing highlights the pernicious nature of venture capital; from concept to execution to
marketing, this idea makes absolutely no sense. And yet rich people are barfing cash its way in
the hopes that these people can perform modern alchemy and turn nothing into gold. 

So, while     basic reproductive rights and bodily autonomy, Silicon
Valley is literally investing in guys who want their cum to race. I’d call it a terrible prequel to
Handmaid’s Tale but I doubt Margaret Atwood could have imagined something so
excruciatingly dumb.

And she would never miss the chance at calling them Sperm Werms.

Like what you just read? You’ve got great taste.  , and for $5 a month or
$50 a year, you’ll get access to a bunch of  , including getting to read the
next article (and all the ones after that)   Plus, you’ll be 

—which, can you even imagine not supporting independent journalism 
? Yikes.
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