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Ruby Is Not a Serious Programming Language
Ruby survives on affection, not utility. Let's move on.
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Subscribe to listen • 7 minutes

MY LITTLE THEORY  is that the concept of

“imprinting” in psychology can just as easily be

applied to programming: Much as a baby goose

decides that the first moving life-form it encounters

is its parent, embryonic programmers form

ineradicable attachments to the patterns and

quiddities of their first formative language.
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In your inbox: Will Knight's AI Lab explores

advances in AI

The first radio signal from Comet 3I/Atlas ends the

debate

Big Story: How Gen Z toppled Nepal’s leader

If the US has to build data centers, here’s where

they should go
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Sheon Han is a writer and programmer based in Palo Alto,

California. His work has appeared in The New Yorker, The Atlantic,

Quanta magazine, and elsewhere. ... Read More
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A Computer Science Professor Invented the Emoticon After a Joke Went Wrong

In 1982, Carnegie Mellon University professor Scott Fahlman suggested using :-) for humorous

comments after his colleagues took a joke about mercury seriously.

BENJ EDWARDS, ARS TECHNICA

This AI Model Can Intuit How the Physical World Works

The V-JEPA system uses ordinary videos to understand the physics of the real world.
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ANIL ANANTHASWAMY

Alex Karp Goes to War

Palantir’s CEO is good with ICE and says he defends human rights. But will Israel and Trump ever go too

far for him?

STEVEN LEVY

It’s Time to Save Silicon Valley From Itself
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Big Tech has lost its way. At WIRED’s Big Interview event, Techdirt editor Mike Masnick and Common

Tools CEO Alex Komoroske announced a manifesto designed to help the industry get back on track.

STEVEN LEVY

The Mysterious Math Behind the Brazilian Butt Lift

For years, plastic surgeons thought the proportions of a beautiful buttocks should follow the Fibonacci

sequence. Now, people are looking for a more Kardashian shape.

MARY ROACH
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Pranksters Re-Created a Working Version of Jeffrey Epstein’s Gmail Inbox

Using Jmail, you can read thousands of Jeffrey Epstein’s emails in a familiar format. Use the star function

to highlight notable finds.

BOONE ASHWORTH

Want This Hearing Aid? Well, Who Do You Know?
Get WIRED. START FREE TRIAL
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AI-powered startup Fortell has become a secret handshake for the privileged hearing-impaired crowd

who swear by the product. Now, it wants to be in your ears.

STEVEN LEVY

This Home Robot Clears Tables and Loads the Dishwasher All by Itself

Sunday Robotics has a new way to train robots to do common household tasks. The startup plans to put

its fully autonomous robots in homes next year.

WILL KNIGHT
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A Viral Chinese Wristband Claims to Zap You Awake. The Public Says ‘No Thanks’

The maker of the eCoffee Energyband says it electrically stimulates your nerves to keep you alert.

Researchers are skeptical, and critics see it as a way for China’s bosses to keep workers productive.
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Sam Altman says the one-person billion-dollar company is coming. Maybe I could be that person—if

only I could get my colleagues to shut up and stop lying.

EVAN RATLIFF

What Is Adobe Firefly? Here’s How to Use This Powerful Generative AI Tool

Adobe Firefly is a deceptively powerful AI playground to generate images, videos, and more. Here’s how

to make the most of it.

JACOB ROACH

Get WIRED. START FREE TRIAL

SUBSCRIBENEWSLETTERS

We Care About Your Privacy

We, and our  partners use cookies and similar
methods to recognize visitors and remember their
preferences. We may also use these technologies to
gauge the effectiveness of advertising campaigns,
target advertisements, and analyze website traffic.
Some of these technologies are essential for
ensuring the proper functioning of the service or
website and cannot be disabled, while others are
optional but serve to enhance the user experience in
various ways.

We, in collaboration with our partners, store and/or
access information on a device and process your
personal data, such as browsing data and device

We and our partners process data for the
following purposes

Targeted Advertising

Social Media Cookies

Performance Cookies

Audience Measurement

Functional Cookies

Essential

Store and/or access information on a device

Privacy Policy

https://www.wired.com/story/what-is-adobe-firefly/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_5455dfdb-7f91-4d50-928a-ecfc0f04b1dc_roberta-similarity1
https://www.wired.com/story/what-is-adobe-firefly/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_5455dfdb-7f91-4d50-928a-ecfc0f04b1dc_roberta-similarity1
https://www.wired.com/story/what-is-adobe-firefly/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_5455dfdb-7f91-4d50-928a-ecfc0f04b1dc_roberta-similarity1
https://www.wired.com/story/what-is-adobe-firefly/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_5455dfdb-7f91-4d50-928a-ecfc0f04b1dc_roberta-similarity1
https://www.wired.com/v2/offers/wira01037?source=Site_0_JNY_WIR_MOBILE_PAYWALL_IN_CONTENT_BARRIER_BAR_0_INTL_ACQ_NLI_JULY_2025_NEW_OFFER_ZZ&redirectURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wired.com%2Fstory%2Fruby-is-not-a-serious-programming-language%2F
https://www.wired.com/v2/offers/wira01037?source=Site_0_JNY_WIR_MOBILE_NAV_CTA_0_INTL_ACQ_NLI_JULY_2025_NEW_OFFER_ZZ
https://www.wired.com/
https://www.wired.com/newsletter?sourceCode=hamburgernav
https://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy


Unpicking How to Measure the Complexity of Knots

Two mathematicians have proved that a straightforward question—how hard is it to untie a knot?—has a

complicated answer.

LEILA SLOMAN
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WIRED is where tomorrow is realized. It is the essential source of information and ideas that make sense of

a world in constant transformation. The WIRED conversation illuminates how technology is changing every

aspect of our lives—from culture to business, science to design. The breakthroughs and innovations that we

uncover lead to new ways of thinking, new connections, and new industries.
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