
US president accepted the medal from María Corina Machado during White House

meeting

Ott Ummelas and Heidi Taksdal Skjeseth

‘Unbelievably embarrassing’: Norway reacts to
Venezuelan opposition leader giving Nobel peace
medal to Trump

Europe

Nobel Peace Prize winner Maria Corina Machado gave her medal to US president Donald Trump in the Oval Office on

Thursday. Photograph: Daniel Torok/The White House via Getty
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Norway reacted with disbelief to the news that Nobel Peace Prize laureate María

Corina Machado gave her award medal to US president Donald Trump, who has long

coveted the award.

“That’s completely unheard of,” Janne Haaland Matlary, a professor with the

University of Oslo and a former politician, told public broadcaster NRK. “It’s a total

lack of respect for the award, on her part,” she said, calling the act “meaningless” and

“pathetic.”

Mr Trump, who claims to deserve the peace prize for having resolved numerous wars

during his second term, accepted the medal from the Venezuelan opposition leader

at a White House meeting on Thursday.

He has earlier expressed his dissatisfaction with the decision by the Norwegian Nobel

Committee.

READ MORE
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Trump to lead Venezuela?

The award cannot be shared or transferred, the Norwegian Nobel Committee said in a

statement last week.

[ Trump praises Venezuela’s Machado for giving him her Nobel medal ]

While Mr Trump expressed gratitude to have been presented the medal he has long

pined for, the Nobel Peace Centre has reiterated its rules of possession several times

in recent days.

“The decision is final and stands for all time,” Nobel organisers said in a statement

last week.

On Thursday, Nobel organisers posted again on X: “A medal can change owners, but

the title of a Nobel peace prize laureate cannot.”

Subscribe

×
Trusted insight. Unbeatable offer.
Just €14 €5 a month for 5 months

LIMITED OFFER

Don't Allow Allow

The Irish Times would like to send
you push notifications.
Website notifications can be changed in browser
notifications preferences.

We value your privacy

We and our 79 partners store and access personal data, like browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting I ACCEPT

enables tracking technologies to support the purposes shown under we and our partners process data to provide. If trackers are

disabled, some content and ads you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this menu to change your choices or withdraw

consent at any time by clicking the Cookie Settings link on the bottom of the webpage . Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy. Cookie Policy

Certain vendors, once consent is provided by you to the storage of information on your device and/or to the access of information

already stored on your device, use legitimate interest to further process your personal data.

We and our partners collect and use data

Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store and/or access information on a device.

Personalised advertising and content, advertising and content measurement, audience research and services development.

https://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://www.irishtimes.com/world/europe/2026/01/16/norway-stunned-after-venezuelas-machado-gifts-nobel-peace-prize-medal-to-donald-trump/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.irishtimes.com/world/europe/2026/01/16/norway-stunned-after-venezuelas-machado-gifts-nobel-peace-prize-medal-to-donald-trump/&text=%E2%80%98Unbelievably%20embarrassing%E2%80%99%3A%20Norway%20reacts%20to%20Venezuelan%20opposition%20leader%20giving%20Nobel%20peace%20medal%20to%20Trump
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=https://www.irishtimes.com/world/europe/2026/01/16/norway-stunned-after-venezuelas-machado-gifts-nobel-peace-prize-medal-to-donald-trump/
https://www.irishtimes.com/tags/norway/
https://www.irishtimes.com/tags/donald-trump/
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/americas/2026/01/15/us-senate-votes-against-resolution-that-would-have-prevented-further-trump-action-in-venezuela/
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/americas/2026/01/15/us-senate-votes-against-resolution-that-would-have-prevented-further-trump-action-in-venezuela/
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/2025/11/10/welcome-to-the-global-briefing/
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/2025/11/10/welcome-to-the-global-briefing/
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/us/2026/01/07/stephen-miller-the-hard-right-aide-advancing-trumps-imperial-agenda-abroad/
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/us/2026/01/07/stephen-miller-the-hard-right-aide-advancing-trumps-imperial-agenda-abroad/
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/2026/01/05/the-us-attack-on-venezuela-threatens-chinese-interests-in-more-ways-than-one/
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/2026/01/05/the-us-attack-on-venezuela-threatens-chinese-interests-in-more-ways-than-one/
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/americas/2026/01/05/who-is-the-woman-backed-by-trump-to-lead-venezuela/
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/americas/2026/01/05/who-is-the-woman-backed-by-trump-to-lead-venezuela/
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/americas/2026/01/15/us-senate-votes-against-resolution-that-would-have-prevented-further-trump-action-in-venezuela/
https://www.irishtimes.com/subscribe/intl/sale
https://www.irishtimes.com/policy-and-terms/cookie-policy
https://www.irishtimes.com/policy-and-terms/cookie-policy
https://www.irishtimes.com/policy-and-terms/cookie-policy
https://www.irishtimes.com/policy-and-terms/cookie-policy
https://www.irishtimes.com/policy-and-terms/cookie-policy
https://www.irishtimes.com/policy-and-terms/cookie-policy


It did not respond to phone calls and text messages seeking comment on Friday.

Ms Machado has been shut out of Venezuela’s leadership transition since US forces

ousted Nicolás Maduro on January 3rd but kept his regime in place.

Ms Machado gave Trump the medal as “a recognition of his unique commitment with

our freedom,” she said on Thursday.

The peace prize is arguably the world’s most prestigious award for diplomatic efforts.

It is one of five Nobel Prizes established under the will of Alfred Nobel, the Swedish

inventor of dynamite who died in 1896.

“This is unbelievably embarrassing and damaging to one of the world’s most

recognised and important prizes,” Raymond Johansen, a former Oslo mayor with the

ruling Labour Party wrote in a Facebook post. “The awarding of the prize is now so

politicised and potentially dangerous that it could easily legitimise an anti-peace

prize development.” – Bloomberg
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