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Al detection startup GPTZero scanned all 4,841 papers
accepted by the prestigious Conference on Neural
Information Processing Systems (NeurlPS), which took
place last month in San Diego. The company found 100
hallucinated citations across 51 papers that it
confirmed as fake, the company tells TechCrunch.
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Citations are also a sort of currency for researchers.
They are used as a career metric to show how
influential a researcher’s work is among their
peers. When Al makes them up, it waters down their
value.

No one can fault the peer reviewers for not catching a
few Al-fabricated citations given the sheer volume
involved. GPTZero is also quick to point this out. The
goal of the exercise was to offer specific data on how
Al slop sneaks in via “a submission tsunami” that has
“strained these conferences’ review pipelines to the
breaking point,” the startup says in its report. GPTZero
even points to a May 2025 paper called “The Al
Conference Peer Review Crisis” that discussed the
problem at premiere conferences, including NeurlPS.
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Still, why couldn’t the researchers themselves fact-
checkthe LLM’s work for accuracy? Surely they must
know the actual list of papers they used for their work.

What the whole thing really points to is one big, ironic
takeaway: If the world’s leading Al experts, with their
reputations at stake, can’t ensure their LLM usage is
accurate in the details, what does that mean for the
rest of us?
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