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The hospital ships USNS Mercy (right) and USNS Comfort (left) at Alabama Shipyard in Mobile, Alabama,
marking a rare moment with both Navy hospital vessels alongside during scheduled maintenance in early
2026. Photo posted January 23, 2026 by Alabama Shipyard. Photo courtesy Alabama Shipyard via Facebook

Trump Announces Greenland Hospital Ship Mission as

Mercy and Comfort Sit in Alabama Shipyard
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President Donald Trump announced on Saturday via social media that the United

States will send a hospital ship to Greenland to provide medical care, posting

alongside an illustration of the USNS Mercy that “we are going to send a great

hospital boat to Greenland to take care of the many people who are sick, and not

being taken care of there. It’s on the way!!!”

The specific medical emergency in Greenland requiring a hospital ship deployment

was not immediately clear. 

As of late January, the 1,000-bed hospital ship was firmly in drydock at Alabama

Shipyard in Mobile, where it has been undergoing scheduled maintenance since July

2025.

The USNS Mercy, commissioned in 1986, departed San Diego last July for a one-year

scheduled maintenance period at Alabama Shipyard under an $18.7 million firm-

fixed-price contract for a 153-calendar day mid-term availability, including

drydocking. The contract, awarded in June 2025, marked the Mercy’s first visit to

Mobile.
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AIS data currently shows both U.S. Navy hospital ships—the USNS Mercy and her

sister ship USNS Comfort—moored at the Mobile shipyard. Alabama Shipyard

announced on January 23 that the arrival of USNS Comfort marked “the first time in

30 years” that the two hospital ships have been alongside one another, calling it “a

historic moment.”

Photos from late January showed the USNS Mercy still in drydock at that time.

In his social media post, Trump indicated he is working with Louisiana Governor Jeff

Landry on the Greenland deployment. Landry was named special envoy to Greenland

last month.

Greenland’s Response

The Prime Minister of Greenland, Jens-Frederik Nielsen, said the deployment was

unnecessary and politely declined the with a “no thanks.”

“We have a public healthcare system where treatment is free for citizens. That is a

deliberate choice — and a fundamental part of our society. That is not the case in the

United States, where seeing a doctor comes at a cost.

“We are always open to dialogue and cooperation — including with the United

States. But please speak with us instead of making more or less random statements

on social media.”

Trump’s post came hours after Denmark’s Joint Arctic Command evacuated a crew

member needing urgent medical treatment from a U.S. submarine near Nuuk,

Greenland. It was unclear if there was any connection.

Mercy and Comfort

The USNS Mercy and USNS Comfort are the U.S. Navy’s only two hospital ships, each

measuring 894 feet in length with a displacement of 69,552 tons. The vessels can

accommodate up to 1,200 military personnel in addition to 71 civilian mariners, and

are designed to provide mobile, acute surgical medical facilities for U.S. military

operations and disaster relief missions worldwide. The USNS Mercy’s home port is

Naval Base San Diego, California.

When in Reduced Operating Status at its San Diego berth, the Mercy operates with a

skeleton crew of approximately eight officers, 53 enlisted personnel, and 15 civilian

mariners. The ship can be activated within five days when needed for mission

support.

The USNS Mercy most recently participated in the Pacific Partnership 2024

humanitarian mission and was deployed to Los Angeles during the 2020 COVID-19

crisis, where it served as a referral hospital for non-COVID patients.

The timing and logistics of any potential deployment to Greenland remain unclear

given the vessel’s current maintenance status in Alabama.

This article was original published on Saturday, February 21, 2026. It has been updated as

of 11:45 a.m. Sunday, February 22, 2026.
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icebreaker expansion aimed
at strengthening U.S.
presence and operational
capability in the Arctic amid
rising competition in the
High North.
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Viper in August, marking
one of the largest maritime
counter-drug efforts in
recent years as U.S. forces
also intensify operations
against trafficking routes at
sea.
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continues to face critical
workforce shortages and
equipment readiness gaps,
according to a new
Government Accountability
Office report that warns
money alone will not fix the
service’s deep-rooted
operational challenges.
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