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Serkis’ ‘LOTR: The Hunt For Gollum’:
Breaking Baz

March 11, 2026 9:48am
13

COMMENTS

Kate Winslet
Getty/New Line Cinema

READ MORE ABOUT:
ANDY SERKIS / BREAKING BAZ / KATE WINSLET

/ LORD OF THE RINGS: THE HUNT FOR GOLLUM / WARNER BROS

 13 Comments

Subscribe to Deadline
Get our Breaking News Alerts and Keep your inbox happy.

Sign Up

ADVERTISEMENT

13 Comments

Comments On Deadline Hollywood are monitored. So don't go off topic, don't impersonate anyone, and don't get your
facts wrong.

Comment

Name

Email

Website

POST COMMENT

Older Comments →

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Trending on Deadline

1 / Livvy Dunne Joins Fox's 'Baywatch' As Recurring

2 / 'Virgin River': 2 Longtime Cast Members Leaving Ahead Of Season 8;

See Who's Returning

3 / Kash Patel Confirms UFC Fighters Will Train FBI Agents This Week,

Calling It A "Historic Opportunity"

4 / 'Bosch: Start Of Watch' Adds Azita Ghanizada, William Fichtner &

Kathleen Wilhoite To Recurring Cast

5 / 'Family Guy' Spinoff 'Stewie' From Seth MacFarlane Gets 2-Season

Order At Fox & Hulu

BREAKING NEWS

'Super Mario Galaxy Movie' Orbiting $160M+ 5-Day Opening

Next Month, Biggest Of 2026 So Far

By Baz Bamigboye

EXCLUSIVE: Kate Winslet will join Andy Serkis’ Middle-earth epic The Lord of the Rings: The Hunt for Gollum in what
has been described to Deadline by sources as the female lead, although the role has not been disclosed.

Serkis and Peter Jackson spent most of last year coaxing Winslet to appear in the film, which means uprooting to New
Zealand to shoot her scenes in the film from late May through to October.
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‘Lord Of The Rings: The Hunt For
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Release

Everything We Know About ‘Lord

of the Rings: The Hunt for

Gollum’

It’s a country she’s familiar with, having shot Jackson’s 1994 movie Heavenly Creatures there.

Oscar winner Winslet will join a cast that includes the return of Elijah Wood as Frodo Baggins, Ian McKellen as Gandalf
and Serkis as Gollum — roles the three have been associated with since Jackson directed them in 2001’s The Lord of the
Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring and the subsequent series of The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit features based on
J.R.R. Tolkien’s celebrated collection.
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The new film follows Aragorn’s perilous quest to capture Gollum before the creature can reveal the Ring’s location to
Sauron. The story, much of it developed from Tolkien’s footnotes, is set between The Hobbit and The Fellowship of the
Ring.

Andy Serkis as Gollum in ‘The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King’

EVERETT COLLECTION

When I interviewed the Titanic star last year for her debut directorial feature Goodbye June, she mentioned she would
probably be out of the country for several months this year but refused to disclose the reason why.

However, sources have told Deadline that the chunk of time spent out of the UK will be spent filming The Lord of the Rings:
The Hunt for Gollum. The casting has been rumored on some film blogs today. We’d been sitting on the news for a while but
today can confirm the casting as legit.

Serkis has recently been in Los Angeles and New Zealand in pre-production for the film, which starts shooting in May with
Serkis in the director’s chair. The Warner Bros production has been scripted by Philippa Boyens, Fran Walsh, Phoebe Gittins
and Arty Papageorgiou. Jackson, Boyens, Walsh and Zane Weiner are producing.
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Winslet confirmed during our same Goodbye June interview that she there’s a “strong likelihood” of her starring in a second
season of acclaimed HBO murder mystery Mare of Easttown. Winslet said she has had what she called  “proper
conversations” with Mare of Easttown writer and creator Brad Ingelsby and director Craig Zobel about bringing back her
dogged detective.

She said that they’re hopeful of being in a position to shoot in Pennsylvania in 2027.

Zyzzyx on March 12, 2026 4:24 pm

I still don’t see why this movie is necessary. Is this really a story that needs to be told? It feels like they are really
close to scraping the bottom of the barrel.

And I haven’t even mentioned the fact that Elijah Wood and Ian McKellen are now about 25 years older than they
were in The Fellowship of the Ring.

Anonymous on March 11, 2026 9:51 pm

Perfecting timing for more preciouses

Anonymous on March 11, 2026 5:27 pm

Hire DiCaprio too. They can play Gollum’s parents.

SkyMan23 on March 11, 2026 2:07 pm

She won’t be Arwen. Most likely Aragorn’s mother. I’m glad its her, someone with her talent.

Alex on March 11, 2026 1:19 pm

The film is not set bewtween Fellowship of the Ring and the Hobbit. It is set between Bilbo’s birthday and
Gandalf returning to the Shire.

00:00 09:39

REPLY

REPLY

REPLY

REPLY

REPLY

TIP US

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our 207 partners store and access personal data, like browsing data or unique identifiers, on your

device. Selecting I Accept enables tracking technologies to support the purposes shown under we and our

partners process data to provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will disable them. If

trackers are disabled, some content and ads you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time by clicking the Manage Preferences link on

the bottom of the webpage [or the floating icon on the bottom-left of the webpage, if applicable]. Your

choices will have effect within our Website. For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Understand audiences through statistics or
combinations of data from different sources. Store and/or access information on a device. Measure
content performance. Develop and improve services. Create profiles to personalise content. Personalised
advertising and content, advertising and content measurement, audience research and services
development.

List of Partners (vendors)

Show Purposes Reject All  I Accept

https://deadline.com/
https://deadline.com/v/film/
https://deadline.com/category/casting/
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?title=Kate%20Winslet%20To%20Play%20Female%20Lead%20In%20Andy%20Serkis%E2%80%99%20%E2%80%98LOTR:%20The%20Hunt%20For%20Gollum%E2%80%99:%20Breaking%20Baz&sdk=joey&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=share_button&app_id=290526267722658&href=https://deadline.com/2026/03/kate-winslet-lord-of-the-rings-hunt-for-gollum-andy-serkis-1236749998/
https://twitter.com/intent/post?url=https://deadline.com/2026/03/kate-winslet-lord-of-the-rings-hunt-for-gollum-andy-serkis-1236749998/&text=Kate%20Winslet%20To%20Play%20Female%20Lead%20In%20Andy%20Serkis%E2%80%99%20%E2%80%98LOTR%3A%20The%20Hunt%20For%20Gollum%E2%80%99%3A%20Breaking%20Baz&via=Deadline
https://google.com/preferences/source?q=https%3A%2F%2Fdeadline.com
https://share.flipboard.com/bookmarklet/popout?v=2&url=https://deadline.com/2026/03/kate-winslet-lord-of-the-rings-hunt-for-gollum-andy-serkis-1236749998/&title=Kate%20Winslet%20To%20Play%20Female%20Lead%20In%20Andy%20Serkis%E2%80%99%20%E2%80%98LOTR:%20The%20Hunt%20For%20Gollum%E2%80%99:%20Breaking%20Baz
https://deadline.com/tag/andy-serkis/
https://deadline.com/tag/breaking-baz/
https://deadline.com/tag/kate-winslet/
https://deadline.com/tag/lord-of-the-rings-the-hunt-for-gollum/
https://deadline.com/tag/warner-bros/
https://cloud.email.deadline.com/signup
https://deadline.com/2026/03/kate-winslet-lord-of-the-rings-hunt-for-gollum-andy-serkis-1236749998/comment-page-2/#comments
https://deadline.com/2026/03/super-mario-galaxy-movie-box-office-forecast-1236751755/
https://deadline.com/2026/03/super-mario-galaxy-movie-box-office-forecast-1236751755/
https://deadline.com/author/baz-bamigboye/
https://deadline.com/tag/kate-winslet/
https://deadline.com/tag/andy-serkis/
https://deadline.com/tag/lord-of-the-rings-the-hunt-for-gollum/
https://deadline.com/2025/05/lord-of-the-rings-the-hunt-for-gollum-release-date-1236390022/
https://deadline.com/2025/05/lord-of-the-rings-the-hunt-for-gollum-release-date-1236390022/
https://deadline.com/?p=1235919555
https://deadline.com/?p=1235919555
https://deadline.com/gallery/highest-grossing-movies-all-time/
https://deadline.com/2025/08/kate-winslet-directing-goodbye-june-helen-mirren-toni-colette-1236498680/
https://deadline.com/tag/warner-bros/
https://deadline.com/2026/03/kate-winslet-lord-of-the-rings-hunt-for-gollum-andy-serkis-1236749998/?replytocom=4657279#comment-list-wrapper#respond
https://deadline.com/2026/03/kate-winslet-lord-of-the-rings-hunt-for-gollum-andy-serkis-1236749998/?replytocom=4656661#comment-list-wrapper#respond
https://deadline.com/2026/03/kate-winslet-lord-of-the-rings-hunt-for-gollum-andy-serkis-1236749998/?replytocom=4656519#comment-list-wrapper#respond
https://deadline.com/2026/03/kate-winslet-lord-of-the-rings-hunt-for-gollum-andy-serkis-1236749998/?replytocom=4656392#comment-list-wrapper#respond
https://deadline.com/2026/03/kate-winslet-lord-of-the-rings-hunt-for-gollum-andy-serkis-1236749998/?replytocom=4656362#comment-list-wrapper#respond
https://deadline.com/
https://deadline.com/
https://deadline.com/
https://deadline.com/tip-line/


Newswire

About Us

Advertise

Terms of Use

Privacy Policy

Accessibility

AdChoices

EU Privacy Preferences

TV

Film

Awards

Box Office

Business

International

Connect with Us

Get our latest storiesin the feed of your favorite networks

    

Have a Tip?

We want to hear from you! Send us a tip using our annonymous form.

SEND US A TIP

Stay in the Know

Sign up for our breaking news alerts

Your Email email@example.com

By providing your information, you agree to our Terms of Use and our Privacy Policy. We use vendors that may also process your information to help provide our

services. This site is protected by reCAPTCHA Enterprise and the Google Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.

Deadline is a part of Penske Media Corporation. © 2026 Deadline Hollywood,

LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Powered by WordPress.com VIP

Deadline Legal Sitemap

OUR SITES

6 / 'Twilight' Reissue Racks Up $1.5M Wednesday As Robert Pattinson &

Kristen Stewart Saga Plays Halloween Frame

7 / 'Super Mario Galaxy Movie' Orbiting $160M+ 5-Day Opening; Bound To

Be Biggest YTD - Box Office Early Look

8 / Nathan Lane Has Harsh Words For "Schmuck" Timothée Chalamet, Tells

'The View' No One Cares About Ping-Pong

9 / RZA Launches Film Distribution Label, Teams With Quentin Tarantino

For Release Of Revenge Thriller 'RZA's One Spoon Of Chocolate'

10 / 'Single Female' Movie Starring Jenna Ortega And Taylor Russell Taps

Sarah DeLappe To Write; Stacey Sher And Marisa Paiva Join As Producers

ADVERTISEMENT

Signup for Breaking News Alerts &

Newsletters

By providing your information, you agree to our Terms of Use and our Privacy

Policy. We use vendors that may also process your information to help provide

our services. This site is protected by reCAPTCHA Enterprise and the Google

Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.

Latest Film News

Jimmy O. Yang Sets Theatrical Release For Comedy Special 'Finally Home' - Watch
The Trailer

'Single Female' Movie Starring Jenna Ortega And Taylor Russell Taps Sarah DeLappe
To Write; Stacey Sher And Marisa Paiva Join As Producers

Felicity Huffman Signs With Gersh

Next In Horror: 'Monitor' Filmmakers Matt Black & Ryan Polly Nearly Had Their
Short Adapted By Someone Else Without Their Consent — But Seized The
Opportunity For Themselves

Marketplace

Your Email email@example.com

SIGN UP

TIP US

We Care About Your Privacy

We and our 207 partners store and access personal data, like browsing data or unique identifiers, on your

device. Selecting I Accept enables tracking technologies to support the purposes shown under we and our

partners process data to provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will disable them. If

trackers are disabled, some content and ads you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time by clicking the Manage Preferences link on

the bottom of the webpage [or the floating icon on the bottom-left of the webpage, if applicable]. Your

choices will have effect within our Website. For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Understand audiences through statistics or
combinations of data from different sources. Store and/or access information on a device. Measure
content performance. Develop and improve services. Create profiles to personalise content. Personalised
advertising and content, advertising and content measurement, audience research and services
development.

 

https://deadline.com/about-dhd/
https://deadline.com/advertise
https://pmc.com/terms-of-use/
https://pmc.com/privacy-policy/
https://deadline.com/accessibility/
http://optout.aboutads.info/
https://deadline.com/v/tv/
https://deadline.com/v/film/
https://deadline.com/v/awards/
https://deadline.com/v/box-office/
https://deadline.com/v/business/
https://deadline.com/v/international/
https://www.facebook.com/deadline/
https://x.com/deadline
https://www.youtube.com/user/deadlinecom/
https://www.instagram.com/deadline/
https://www.tiktok.com/@deadline
https://deadline.com/tip-line/
https://pmc.com/terms-of-use
https://pmc.com/privacy-policy
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://policies.google.com/terms
https://vip.wordpress.com/?utm_source=vip_powered_wpcom&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=VIP%20Footer%20Credit
https://deadline.com/2026/03/kate-winslet-lord-of-the-rings-hunt-for-gollum-andy-serkis-1236749998/
https://deadline.com/2026/03/kate-winslet-lord-of-the-rings-hunt-for-gollum-andy-serkis-1236749998/
https://pmc.com/terms-of-use
https://pmc.com/privacy-policy
https://pmc.com/privacy-policy
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://policies.google.com/terms
https://deadline.com/v/film/
https://deadline.com/
https://deadline.com/
https://deadline.com/
https://deadline.com/tip-line/

