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WHY ARE BOATS FEMALE?

WHY ARE SHIPS CALLED ‘SHE'?

Have you ever wondered why boats are referred to as “she” instead of “it” or any other pronoun? This
practice has intrigued many, particularly those familiar with sailors, maritime enthusiasts, or casual
seafarers. It is a long-standing tradition rooted in maritime culture, evoking admiration, emotional
connection, and respect for these impressive vessels.

In this blog post, we will delve into the origins and reasons behind this practice of personifying boats as
female, answering the question, “Why are boats female?”.
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1. THE LANGUAGE OF
THE SEA

The maritime world has its own unique
vocabulary and customs, and referring to boats
as “she” is deeply rooted in this maritime
heritage. Sailors, who spend prolonged periods
of time at sea, often develop deep emotional

connections with their vessels.

By referring to their boats as “she,” they bestow them with qualities of femininity, such as beauty, grace,
and strength, just as they would describe a beloved woman.

2. THEY CAPTURE THE HEARTS OF MEN

The tradition of referring to boats as “she” stems from the profound love and admiration that men have
for women. By using feminine pronouns for boats, men symbolically link their affection for these vessels
with the emotions they associate with women.

Just as men are captivated by the beauty, grace, and allure of women, they find themselves similarly
drawn to the elegance and aesthetics of boats. The reliance on boats for safety and protection mirrors
the dependence men often feel towards the care and support of women.

3. HISTORICAL ORIGINS

The tradition’s origins can be traced back to ancient times when seafaring was a male profession. Ships
were seen as lifelines, providing sustenance, security, and the means to explore distant lands.

By referring to boats as female, sailors believed they were connecting with the nurturing and protective
roles traditionally associated with women.

4. MOTHER NATURE AND MOTHER SHIPS

Another reason for boats being referred to as ‘she’ lies in the connection between seafaring and the
awe-inspiring power of Mother Nature. The sea, with its unpredictable nature and potential for both
tranquillity and violence, was often equated with femininity.

Ships, as vessels that traverse the sea, were regarded as the offspring of Mother Nature herself, and
therefore referred to as “she.”

5. GRACE AND ELEGANCE

Boats, especially sailboats, have long been admired for their elegant and graceful appearance as they
glide through the water. The curved lines, gentle movements, and the sense of harmony between the
vessel and its surroundings contribute to the perception of femininity.

The choice of referring to boats as “she” allows sailors to capture and express the inherent beauty and
allure of these vessels.

6. BOATS ARE COMPARED TO MOTHERLY
FIGURES

Referring to boats as “she” is rooted in the comparison of boats to goddesses and motherly figures. This
tradition highlights the nurturing and protective qualities associated with both boats and mothers. Just
as mothers provide care, support, and a sense of security to their children, boats offer a similar sense of
comfort, safety, and dependability to those who navigate the waters.

The choice to refer to boats as female aligns them with the loving and watchful nature often attributed
to motherly figures. It signifies the deep respect and appreciation that sailors and boat enthusiasts hold
for the role that boats play in their lives.

/. DEPENDENCE AND PROTECTION

In historical society, boats were considered crucial to a sailor’s survival and success. The relationship
between a sailor and their boat was often one of dependency, similar to the traditional roles of protector
and protection.

By referring to boats as ‘she’, sailors expressed their reliance on their vessels for safety and navigation,
just as a person might rely on a woman'’s care and protection.

8. TRADITION AND SUPERSTITION

Maritime traditions have played a huge role in shaping the language and customs of sailors throughout
history. Many superstitions and rituals surrounding ships and seafaring have been passed down through
generations.

The practice of referring to boats as “she” is deeply ingrained in this lore, and sailors often adhere to
these long-standing beliefs out of respect for tradition.

New Boats for Sale

WHEN DID SHIPS BECOME FEMALE?

The tradition of referring to ships as female has been ongoing for centuries, yet its exact origin is
difficult to pinpoint. This tradition likely evolved over time as sailors formed deep emotional connections
with their vessels.

Historical records indicate that by the 17th century, ships were commonly referred to as ‘she’ in English
literature. However, the concept of personifying ships as female is not exclusive to any particular era or
culture.

ARE SHIPS ALWAYS FEMALE?

While the tradition of referring to ships as female is deeply rooted in maritime culture, it is not an
absolute rule that all ships are always referred to as female. While it is a widespread practice, there are
instances where ships may be referred to using other pronouns or even assigned gender-neutral terms.

The choice of how to address a ship can vary depending on regional customs, personal preference, or
specific contexts. However, the tradition of personifying ships as female has persisted for centuries and
remains a prominent aspect of maritime language and tradition.

SO, WHY ARE SHIPS FEMALE?

The tradition of boats being referred to as “she” has endured for centuries, reflecting a deep-rooted
connection between sailors, their vessels, and the sea. It encompasses as the language evolves, ship
names, emotional bonds, the power of Mother Nature, and maritime customs.

By personifying boats as female, sailors pay homage to the strength, grace, and protection associated
with these mighty vessels. So, when you hear someone calling a boat “she,” it signifies a rich maritime
tradition connecting sailors to the vastness of the sea and the captivating essence of femininity.
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