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Mysterious large steel cylinder suddenly emerges from the ground in Japan
By AFP
Published: March 13, 2026 at 10:54AM EDT
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This shows a pipe which was buried but suddenly emerged above ground at a sewer construction site in Osaka, western Japan
Wednesday, March 11, 2026. (Yukie Nishizawa/Kyodo News via AP)

Japanese authorities were investigating Friday how a large steel cylinder suddenly
emerged from the ground during sewer construction work and rose to the height of a four-
storey building in the city of Osaka.

A city official told AFP they had received a report early Wednesday that the object, a steel
casing used for soil retention, was “jutting out of the ground” near highways in Osaka.

“It was not there the previous day,” he said.
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This shows a pipe, center, which was buried but suddenly emerged above ground at a sewer construction site in
Osaka, western Japan Wednesday, March 11, 2026. (Yukie Nishizawa/Kyodo News via AP)

The incident comes after a massive sinkhole near Tokyo -- that swallowed a truck and its
driver -- appeared last year, highlighting the risk posed by Japan’s ageing infrastructure.

The cylinder -- with a diameter of around 3.5 metres -- rose 13 metres into the air, but had
sunk to a height of around 1.6 metres by Friday morning after workers rushed to pour
water inside to help submerge it.

Two roads in the vicinity -- both of which lead to city centre districts -- have been closed to
traffic since Wednesday, causing congestion, the city official told AFP.

But one reopened Friday afternoon and the other will be opened “soon”, with city officials
considering cutting off the remaining exposed portion of the cylinder, he said.

“We are still investigating the cause of the trouble,” he added.

The incident comes after Osaka announced last month it had received an unusual
donation of 21 kilogrammes of gold to pay for the maintenance of its ageing water system.

The donation worth US$3.6 million was made in November by a person who had already
given $3,300 in cash for the municipal waterworks, Osaka Mayor Hideyuki Yokoyama told
a press conference.

Work to replace water pipes in Osaka, a city of 2.8 million residents, have hit a snag as
the actual cost exceeded the planned budget, according to local media.



Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi has said her “responsible and proactive” fiscal spending
would include investment in infrastructure.
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Family that once lived in B.C. train station sought by RCMP
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Alberni, B.C.

Man charged with arson after vehicle fire that delayed Nanaimo
passenger ferry, police say

Canada »

Teen who set girl on fire at Saskatoon high school to be sentenced

Suspects in B.C. killing of vocal Iran critic to make Vancouver court
appearance

Multi-brawl game that drew 572 penalty minutes a 'black eye' on N.L.
hockey: official

World >

Air China to resume direct flights to North Korea on March 30

Israeli military claims brother of man who attacked Michigan
synagogue was Hezbollah commander

Pope criticizes those who invoke God to wage war
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Carney meets Starmer as war in Iran disrupts shipping routes
Poilievre makes auto sector announcement during stop in Windsor

Canada and Nordic Five unite to protect sovereignty through Arctic defence
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Japan to release oil stocks as U.S. says buy American
Bell Canada to build 300MW data centre in Saskatchewan

Warner Bros’ Oscar triumph a bittersweet moment as Paramount deal looms

Health »

Teens using Al to diet may be told to eat almost 700 fewer daily calories than they need
‘Looksmaxxing’ trend is worrisome for boys and men, expert says

Canadians lost more than an estimated $4.2 billion in wages, productivity in 2025: Fraser Institute

Entertainment »

‘I'm not joking’: There was a tie at the Oscars
Sean Penn, who won Oscar but skipped awards, is in Ukraine: official

Highlight reel: Here’s a list of who won at the 2026 Academy Awards

Sports >

The PWHL is riding a post-Olympic boost in ticket sales and marketing opportunities
Canada settles for Paralympic silver after 6-2 loss to U.S. in hockey; Eriksson adds bronze

Asian Football Confederation says Iran is still set to play at the World Cup
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Resignation of Noma celebrity chef prompts conversation on restaurant kitchen culture
Samurai treasures, modern luxuries: Island-hopping through Japan’s unique Seto Inland Sea

How to properly clean and store your winter jackets, gloves

Climate & Environment >

Oldest known whale recording could unlock mysteries of the ocean
Rising sea levels lengthen Earth’s days at unprecedented rate

‘Punch’ the monkey is finally making friends and fitting in

Sci-Tech »

Years of training keep Artemis Il crew mission-ready, researcher says
Why employers say Al is making hiring harder

Weatheradio going off the air as Environment Canada moves emphasis to online and apps

Highly Engaged >

Rising sea levels lengthen Earth’s days at U.S. agents arrest Canadian crossing
unprecedented rate Gordie Howe International Bridge

Northern Ont. woman dies suddenly while
vacationing in the Dominican
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For 2025 You Can Get In Canada (So
Far)
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To Get Your Holiday Shopping Done
Early
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Ordering In October

13 Budget-Friendly Beauty Products
That Are Dupes Of More Expensive
Items

15 Of The Best Korean Beauty Skincare
Finds For Fall 2025

I've been Using This Canadian
Shampoo And Conditioner For Over A
Month, And It's Totally Changed My
Scalp And Hair Health

| Tried It: A Laundry Basket So Smart It
Solved Our Biggest Household
Argument

How To Choose The Best Vacuum
Sealer For You (And A Few Of Our
Favourite Models For 2025)

12 Products For Damaged Hair That’ll
Help Bring Your Fried Tresses Back To
Life

27 Of The Absolute Best Last-Minute
Beauty Discounts To Take Advantage Of
Before The Amazon Prime Big Deal
Days Sale Ends
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