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Netflix’s Scooby-Doo Series Sets Tanner

Hagen As Shaggy, Abby Ryder Fortson As

Velma & Maxwell Jenkins As Fred, Joining

Mckenna Grace As Daphne
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L-R: Tanner Hagen as Shaggy Rogers, Abby Ryder Fortson as Velma Dinkley, Maxwell Jenkins as Fred Jones and Mckenna Grace as
Daphne Blake
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By Nellie Andreeva

Netflix has assembled the human part of Mystery Inc., the amateur sleuthing gang at the heart of Scooby-Doo. Tanner

Hagen (The Pitt, Dark Light) will play Shaggy Rogers, Abby Ryder Fortson (Are You There God? It’s Me Margaret,
Carousel) will portray Velma Dinkley and Maxwell Jenkins (Lost in Space, The Bondsman) is set as Fred Jones in the
untitled Scooby-Doo live-action series, joining previously cast Mckenna Grace as Daphne Blake.
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This caps a lengthy talent search for the leads in the live-action reimagining of Warner Bros.’ classic Scooby-Doo cartoon,
which tracks down how the famous mystery-solving crew and their beloved dog first teamed up. It comes from Midnight
Radio, Berlanti Productions and Warner Bros. Television.

ADVERTISEMENTADVERTISEMENT

Written by Midnight Radio’s Josh Appelbaum & Scott Rosenberg based on characters created by Hanna-Barbera, the
Scooby-Doo series crafts an origin story of how the Mystery Inc. group got together and first teamed up to crack the
haunting case that started it all.

Watch on Deadline

During their final summer at camp, old friends Shaggy and Daphne get embroiled in a haunting mystery surrounding a
lonely lost Great Dane puppy that may have been a witness to a supernatural murder. Together with the pragmatic and
scientific townie, Velma, and the strange, but ever so handsome new kid, Freddy, they set out to solve the case that is pulling
each of them into a creepy nightmare that threatens to expose all of their secrets.

Appelbaum and Rosenberg serve as showrunners on the series, which the duo, André Nemec and Jeff Pinkner executive
produce via Midnight Radio. Greg Berlanti, Sarah Schechter and Leigh London Redman executive produce for Berlanti
Productions via the company’s Warner Bros. Television deal. Toby Haynes will direct the first episode and also executive
produce. WBTV is the studio.

While this is the first live-action Scooby-Doo series, a live-action film was released in 2002 starring Freddie Prinze Jr. as
Fred, Sarah Michelle Gellar as Daphne, Matthew Lillard as Shaggy and Linda Cardellini as Velma. It spawned a 2004
sequel.

Anonymous on March 19, 2026 12:04 pm

Okay this could be fun.

TRPG on March 18, 2026 3:06 pm

Excited for Abby. I saw her performance in Carousel at Sundance. She gained a new fan!

Anonymous on March 18, 2026 3:01 pm

Why don’t they ever cast actual blonde guys as Freddy?

Anonymous on March 19, 2026 12:04 pm

They can change everyone’s hair color to match the characters.

Anonymous on March 18, 2026 12:37 pm

I’m genuinely scared for the show, because if Bernlanti’s involved, it could be Scooby-Doo meets Riverdale. Who
else agrees?

Anonymous on March 18, 2026 3:03 pm

A live action Scooby-Doo story is SUPPOSED TO BE Riverdale, genius.

Anon-A-Mouse on March 18, 2026 11:15 pm

The two have nothing to do with each other.

The mystery/supernatural elements are only what they have in common.

Scooby Doo started as a funny animated mystery series involving four young adults and a dog pursuing
suspects in disguise who were scaring off people to cover their crimes before the clever “Zombie Island”
film in 1998 that began to make the mysteries truly supernatural (or alien). The live-action films tried to
incorporate the silliness of the cartoons.

Riverdale is based on the humorous Archie Comics teenage characters at a Riverdale high school that
was re-imagined into some serious, dark, mystery series for the CW in order to make it more interesting
for the network and its viewers since that was pretty much Berlanti’s thing and his audience primarily
due to the DC Comics “Arrowverse” shows.

Archie was created before Scooby Doo, but Scooby Doo was a mystery series before anything similar
involving Archie except, maybe, Sabrina the Teenage Witch.

One is NOT “supposed to be” the other, but your Anonymous “genius” is, ironically, “scared” Berlanti
will make it so assuming he/she is not a fan of Riverdale and/or Berlanti altogether.
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