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Did Ukraine run 'sting operation' providing
false intelligence to US that was leaked to
Russia? We inspected

The rumor appeared to stem from a mistranslation of an interview on French news
television.
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After French President Emmanuel Macron said France was now providing two-
thirds of all intelligence to Ukraine on Jan. 15, 2026, a rumor gained traction
that this was because Ukraine had given false intelligence to the U.S., which the
U.S. then leaked to Russia, revealing the U.S. as an unreliable intelligence

partner for Ukraine.

Snopes could find no evidence confirming the rumor Ukraine had shared false
information with the U.S. Instead, this part of the claim came from an apparent
misunderstanding of a Jan. 16, 2026, interview on a French news television

channel.

In that interview, Vincent Crouzet — a former intelligence officer at the
Directorate General for External Security (DGSE), France's foreign intelligence
agency — said, without citing any sources, that Ukrainian intelligence officials
suspected the U.S. had leaked information to Russia, causing Ukraine to stop
sharing intelligence with the U.S. In an X post two days later, Crouzet appeared

to deny the claim that those leaks involved intentionally false information.

We've reached out to Crouzet to ask about his evidence for these alleged leaks
and whether there was any indication they involved Ukraine intentionally

feeding the U.S. false information. We'll update this story if we learn more.

On Jan. 15, 2026, French President Emmanuel Macron said France was how

providing_two-thirds of Ukraine's intelligence. Shortly after, a rumor gained traction
that Ukraine relied so heavily on French intelligence because Ukraine had allegedly
given the U.S. false intelligence that the U.S. then leaked to Russia, uncovering the

U.S. as an unreliable intelligence partner for Ukraine.

Advertisement:

Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022, starting a war that was ongoing in early
2026.

including a Facebook post by a page named The Liberal Agenda (archived),

featured a screenshot of an X post by user Luc Rombout. The screenshot read:

Interesting message on French newschannel LCI:

"Ukrainian intell services sent false strategic info to US intell services... and observed that

the information had been relayed to RUS and was used by RUS forces."

=> total replacement of US as Intell partner with FRA, GBR, DEU [France, the U.K.,
Germany]

Advertisement:

"Trump is leaking intelligence about our allies to Russia," the caption on the Facebook

post said.

Snopes could find no evidence confirming the rumor Ukraine had shared false
information with the U.S. Instead, this claim appeared to stem from a
misunderstanding of an interview that aired on Jan. 16, 2026, on the French news

television channel LCI.

The interview subject was Vincent Crouzet, who formerly worked at the Directorate
General for External Security (DGSE), France's foreign intelligence agency. He said in
the interview, without citing his sources, that Ukrainian intelligence officials suspected
the U.S. had leaked information to Russia, causing Ukraine to stop sharing intelligence
with the U.S.

Asked to clarify his assertion that the U.S. had leaked Ukrainian intelligence to Russia,

Crouzet said in a Jan. 18 X post (archived), translated:

No, | did not say that: | said Ukrainians suspected risks of information leaks from the U.S.

to the Russians.
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Snopes contacted Crouzet to ask him what evidence he could provide that Ukrainians
suspected intelligence leaks from the U.S. to Russia and whether there was any
reason to believe Ukraine had fed the U.S. false information. We will update this report

if we receive a response.

Due to the fact that we could not verify or disprove these details independently, we did

not give this report a rating.

The interview that sparked the rumor

The rumor spread, in part, via the screenshot of the X post by Rombout, who
identified himself on his LinkedIn page as the head of a crisis management center in

Belgium.

Rombout's post appeared to reshare a video clip posted on the 24H Pujadas account.

24H Pujadas is a program on LCI, considered reputable in France.

The clip itself was genuine and not created or altered using artificial intelligence (Al)
editing tools. Snopes identified an X post by the TV program 24H Pujadas with the

video clip (archived) and a full video of the segment on the day it aired, Jan. 16,

2026. The presenter on that day was French journalist Yves Calvi.

Advertisement:

Rombout seemingly deleted his original X post that made the claim. In a later post, he
said in French that he was quoting the discussion in the French news program,

implying that the claim did not originate with him.

A review of the televised interview showed Crouzet saying, in the context of discussing
Macron's speech announcing France was now providing two-thirds of Ukraine's
intelligence, that two Ukrainian intelligence officials had decided to stop sharing

intelligence with the U.S. due to a lack of trust (emphasis ours):

Advertisement:

So this announcement went a bit under the radar, yet it is essential. It is essential in two
ways. First because it marks the divorce between Ukrainian intelligence and U.S.
intelligence, because if we [France] supply two-thirds of Ukraine's intelligence, | can well
imagine that the last third is supplies by other European partners — in this case, Germany
and the U.K.

When did this divorce happen? It happened on Feb. 28, 2025, during the famous session
in the Oval Office, which created a break in the trust between Ukrainian intelligence and
U.S. intelligence, to the point where the two leaders of Ukrainian intelligence — so,
Vasyl Malyuk for the SBU [Security Service of Ukraine] and Kyrylo Budanov ... you
can see them on the screen ... for the GUR [Main Directorate of Intelligence, military
intelligence] — decided to no longer share effective intelligence they had with their
U.S. partner due to U.S. leaks to Moscow.

Rombout's X post seemingly misinterpreted some details. At no point did Crouzet say
Ukraine had fed the U.S. false information and then tracked that information to Russia.
We reached out to Rombout for his response to our findings about the possible

translation error, and we will update this report if we receive a response.

For further reading, Snopes examined a rumor spread by Russian hackers that 1.7

million Ukrainians died or went missing during the war with Russia.
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Anna Rascouét-Paz is based in Brooklyn, fluent in numerous languages and specializes in
science and economic topics.

Article Tags

France Russia Ukraine Donald Trump Ukraine War

Emmanuel Macron

Recommendations

glopes

Company Navigate Sections Account
About Us Home Latest Membership
FAQs Search Top Donate

Contact Us Archive Fact Checks Login


https://www.snopes.com/author/anna-rascouet-paz/
https://www.rfi.fr/en/france/20260116-macron-says-france-is-providing-two-thirds-of-ukraine-s-intelligence-information
https://www.rfi.fr/en/france/20260116-macron-says-france-is-providing-two-thirds-of-ukraine-s-intelligence-information
https://x.com/OlenaRohoza/status/2012883603902939146
https://substack.com/@malloyrocks/note/c-201855599?r=42pcl
https://medium.com/the-dock-on-the-bay/ukraine-ran-sting-on-u-s-intel-to-catch-russia-leaks-5ffb3957c9a9
https://bsky.app/profile/aphclarkson.bsky.social/post/3mcp5rpw3hk2k
https://www.reddit.com/r/thebulwark/comments/1qg8a7m/report_ukraine_sent_false_strategic_information/
https://www.facebook.com/TheLeftDotOrg/posts/trump-is-leaking-intelligence-about-our-allies-to-russia-/1220526656847106/
https://archive.ph/Q0NS7
https://archive.ph/MPuus
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lucrombout/?originalSubdomain=be
https://archive.ph/CmNMn
https://www.tf1info.fr/replay-lci/videos/video-24h-calvi-du-vendredi-16-janvier-2026-2419200.html
https://x.com/RomboutLuc/status/2012884739028336701
https://www.snopes.com/news/2025/08/25/ukraine-russia-war-casualties/
https://www.snopes.com/news/2025/08/25/ukraine-russia-war-casualties/
https://www.snopes.com/author/anna-rascouet-paz/
https://www.snopes.com/tag/france/
https://www.snopes.com/tag/russia/
https://www.snopes.com/tag/ukraine/
https://www.snopes.com/tag/donald-trump/
https://www.snopes.com/tag/russia-ukraine/
https://www.snopes.com/tag/emmanuel-macron/
https://www.snopes.com/
https://www.snopes.com/
https://www.snopes.com/about/
https://www.snopes.com/faqs/
https://www.snopes.com/contact/
https://www.snopes.com/
https://www.snopes.com/search/
https://www.snopes.com/sitemap/
https://www.snopes.com/latest/
https://www.snopes.com/top/
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/
https://www.snopes.com/support/
https://www.snopes.com/contributions/
https://x.com/VincentCrouzet4/status/2012881852009209883
https://www.snopes.com/
https://www.snopes.com/support/

Submit a Topic Newsletters News Snopes App
Submit a Tip Random Game

FactBot

glopes

Snopes asks for your consent to use your
personal data to:

o Personalised advertising and content, advertising and content
measurement, audience research and services development

Lo Store and/or access information on a device

Your personal data will be processed and information from your device
(cookies, unique identifiers, and other device data) may be stored by,
accessed by and shared with 311 partners, or used specifically by this site.
We and our partners may use precise geolocation data. List of partners.

Some vendors may process your personal data on the basis of legitimate
interest, which you can object to by managing your options below. Look for a
link at the bottom of this page or in the site menu to manage or withdraw
consent in privacy and cookie settings.


https://www.snopes.com/contact/
https://www.snopes.com/tips/
https://www.snopes.com/newsletters/
https://www.snopes.com/random/
https://www.snopes.com/news/
https://www.snopes.com/game/
https://www.snopes.com/factbot/
https://www.snopes.com/app/
https://www.facebook.com/snopes
https://www.x.com/snopes
https://bsky.app/profile/snopes.com
https://www.threads.net/@snopesdotcom
https://infosec.exchange/@snopes
https://www.snopes.com/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.snopes.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.snopes.com/dmca-policy/

