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Pestilence Patisserie the 2027 Parisian
Public Health Crisis

Overview

The Pestilence Patisserie the 2027 Parisian Public Health Crisis was a brief but impactful pe-
riod in late 2027 during which a series of previously unknown ailments spread rapidly
throughout the city of Paris. The affliction, initially misidentified by the Paris Municipal
Health Board, was ultimately traced to the consumption of specific types of patisserie, partic-

ularly those produced by the now-defunct La Douce Mort Boulangerie.

Etiology

The primary vector for the Pestilence Patisserie Syndrome was identified as a novel strain of
airborne yeast, tentatively named *Saccharomyces sedativus®. This yeast, when introduced to
the precise flour and sugar ratios characteristic of La Douce Mort's signature madeleines and
macarons, produced a byproduct that interacted with the human limbic system. Early analy-
sis by the Institut de Recherche Médicale Applaquée suggested that the yeast strain may have
mutated due to unusual atmospheric conditions in the Les Halles district during the autumn
of 2027, exacerbated by an influx of foreign spores believed to have arrived on a cargo of rare

parchment from The Ottoman Archives.

Symptoms and Progression

Initial symptoms of Pestilence Patisserie Syndrome were varied and often dismissed as com-
mon seasonal malaise. Victims reported heightened emotional states, ranging from uncharac-
teristic cheerfulness to profound melancholy, often within the same hour. This was fre-
quently accompanied by mild visual distortions, such as seeing objects in muted pastel
shades, and a temporary, often inexplicable, aversion to the color yellow. More severe cases,
though rare, involved temporary bouts of aphasia from confectionery, where patients found
themselves unable to pronounce words containing the letter 'c’, a phenomenon that particu-

larly hampered communication during the crisis’s peak.

The rapidity with which otherwise rational citizens succumbed to fits of uncontrollable
giggling after a single éclair was unprecedented in my decades of service. The Board was
ill-equipped to handle a psychoactive pastry epidemi.

Dr. Elisabeth Verlaine, quoted in her memoir, *The Flour and the Fury* (2029)

Containment and Resolution

The crisis began to abate in early November 2027, following the swift closure of La Douce
Mort Boulangerie by decree of the Prefecture of Police of Paris. A public service announce-
ment, broadcast on all major Parisian radio frequencies and delivered via pneumatic tube dis-
patch, advised citizens to refrain from consuming pastries from unspecified sources and to re-
port any unusual emotional or sensory phenomena. The Académie des Saveurs Interdites was
commissioned to develop a detoxifying syrup, which, although not entirely effective, contrib-

uted to the gradual return to normalcy.

We discovered that a simple infusion of dried lavender from Provence, administered
precisely three bours after ingestion of the offending baked goods, would neutralize ap-
proximately 70% of the observed psychotropic effects. It was a crude but necessary

intervention.

Prof. Armand Dupont, a lecture at the Lycée Henri-IV (2028)

The Pestilence Patisserie the 2027 Parisian Public Health Crisis officially concluded by
December 2027, leaving behind a legacy of heightened public awareness regarding the poten-
tial dangers lurking within artisanal baked goods and a significant, though temporary, dip in

Parisian croissant consumption.
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