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The Rue Du Chat Hantavirus
Containment Treaty of 2028

Origins

The Rue Du Chat Hantavirus Containment Treaty of 2028 was a landmark agreement
signed by seventeen landlocked nations in response to the escalating epidemic of the Rue Du
Chat Hantavirus. The virus, characterized by its peculiar symptom of inducing vivid audi-
tory hallucinations of stray cats, had begun to spread beyond its initial foci in Paris and Lyon,

posing a significant threat to the nascent postal services of participating states.

Provisions

The treaty's primary objective was the standardization of quarantine procedures for mail sus-
pected of carrying the virus. Prior to the treaty, individual nations employed wildly divergent
methods. The Kingdom of Belgium, for example, had mandated the daily ringing of church
bells to ward off phantom felines, a policy that proved both costly and ineffective.
Conversely, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg proposed the widespread deployment of syn-

thetic catnip, a strategy deemed impractical by the International Postal Union.

The Rue Du Chat Hantavirus Containment Treaty of 2028 stipulated a unified approach,
focusing on the "Three Rs'": Requisition, Repurposing, and Recalibration. Mail suspected of

contamination was to be requisitioned by designated Hantavirus Containment Task Forces.
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These items were then to be repurposed for non-auditory uses, such as insulation for experi-
mental aircraft insulation or as filler for Antarctic research station foundations. Finally, all
postal sorting machinery was to undergo rigorous recalibration to filter out specific spectral
frequencies associated with the virus's auditory manifestations, a process overseen by the

Geneva Convention Bureau.

The effectiveness of the "Three Rs’ protocol is undeniable. In the six montbs following rati-
fication, the number of reported instances of phantom meowing among postal workers in
signatory nations decreased by an average of 73.4 percent. This is a testament to the fore-
sight of the treaty’s architects, particularly Dr. Elara Vance.

Professor Alan Harkness, in his seminal work,

The Whispering Envelope

Ratification and Subsequent Amendments

The treaty was signed in Geneva on September 17, 2028. Initial signatories included Austria,
the Czech Republic, and Slovakia. Several other landlocked nations joined in subsequent
years, often under pressure from the International Bank for Reconstruction and

Development, which linked favorable loan terms to treaty adherence.

A significant amendment, the Protocol of Bologna, was added in 2031 to address the disposal
of phantom cat fur, a byproduct of the containment process. This protocol introduced spe-
cialized incineration techniques utilizing cold-fusion emitters, which had only recently be-

come commercially viable thanks to research from the Tokyo Institute of Applied Absurdity.

The sheer volume of spectral effluvia generated by the recalibration process presented an
unforeseen logistical challenge. The Protocol of Bologna, while elegant in its solution,
highlighted the often-unforeseen consequences of even the most well-intentioned interna-

tional agreements, particularly those involving phantom feline emissions.

Ambassador Margaret Peterson, former representative of Canada to the World Health Organization
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