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The Dangerous Mismatch
Between American Missiles and
Iranian Drones
The United States has only so many expensive munitions to send after

Iran’s cheap and plentiful arms.
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T
he american air campaign against Iran would seem to be a

tactical and an operational success. The United States has struck 1,700

targets in Iran and apparently suffered only six fatalities. The Iranian

leadership has been disrupted and dozens of senior figures killed, including

Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

But a price must be paid for these short-term successes, and it makes the

bigger, strategic picture far less clear. The United States, Israel, and their Gulf

allies are using up scarce and costly munitions at an astounding rate. These

losses can’t be replenished nearly quickly enough to avoid possible global

repercussions, as far more formidable adversaries than Iran—Russia and

China—assess the war-fighting capacity that America holds in reserve. If they

conclude that the West has burned through too many interceptors to defend

itself, Russia might pursue aggressive action against NATO, or China could

move against Taiwan.

TO READ THIS STORY, SIGN IN, START A FREE TRIAL, OR SUBSCRIBE

TODAY.

https://accounts.theatlantic.com/login/?source=gate_toast
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/login/?source=gate_toast
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/login/?source=gate_toast
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/login/?source=gate_toast
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/free-trial/?source=gate_toast_np_gt_hg_dualcta
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/free-trial/?source=gate_toast_np_gt_hg_dualcta
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/free-trial/?source=gate_toast_np_gt_hg_dualcta
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/free-trial/?source=gate_toast_np_gt_hg_dualcta
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/?source=gate_toast_np_gt_hg_dualcta
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/?source=gate_toast_np_gt_hg_dualcta
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/?source=gate_toast_np_gt_hg_dualcta
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/?source=gate_toast_np_gt_hg_dualcta
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/?source=gate_toast_np_gt_hg_dualcta
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/?source=gate_toast_np_gt_hg_dualcta
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/?source=gate_toast_np_gt_hg_dualcta
https://accounts.theatlantic.com/products/?source=gate_toast_np_gt_hg_dualcta


Two kinds of missiles are in hot demand on the battlefield. Interceptors, such

as Patriot missiles, are designed to shoot down other missiles and drones.

Offensive weapons, such as Tomahawk cruise missiles, are meant to destroy

targets on the ground. Both are in short supply, but the situation with

interceptors is particularly dire.
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