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The headline feature got cut. WP 7.0 is an AI release wearing a collaboration release's announcement. Here's the
day-1 audit nobody else is running.

, WordPress 7.0 ships. May 20.

For two years the entire ecosystem talked about one feature: real-time collaboration.
Google Docs style co-editing, live cursors, the thing every agency demo deck promised
was coming.

It got cut. On May 8, twelve days before launch, the core team removed real-time
collaboration from 7.0 because the data storage layer was not stable enough to ship. It
is now pushed to the 7.1 cycle. Block-level Notes survive. The headline feature does not.

Almost nobody is talking about that. And even fewer people are talking about what
shipped in its place, which is the part that actually changes how you have to think about
every site you manage.

WordPress 7.0 is not a collaboration release. It is the release where WordPress became
an AI host. And most sites are going to treat it like a normal Tuesday update.

FIRST, THE PHP REALITY. STATED CORRECTLY THIS TIME.

I have to own something before going further. Earlier this week I posted, three times,
that WP 7.0 would break sites running PHP 7.4. A reader named Thomas corrected me
with the official source. He was right. I corrected it publicly on Saturday and I am stating
it accurately here so the record is clean.

WordPress 7.0 requires PHP 7.4 as the minimum. Support for PHP 7.2 and 7.3 is
dropped. PHP 8.2 or 8.3 is recommended for performance and security. The minimum
moved from 7.2.24 up to 7.4.

So the practical guidance is unchanged from what I have always said: get off PHP 7.4,
move to 8.2 or 8.3. But the reason is honest now. It is not that WP core breaks your 7.4
site on day one. It is that 7.4 has been end of life since November 2022, the plugin
ecosystem has drifted past it, and 8.3 gives you a real measurable gain (roughly 15 to
20 percent faster JSON Schema validation versus 8.1, which directly speeds up the new
AI ability execution path you are about to be running whether you planned to or not).

That is the boring infrastructure layer. Now the part nobody is auditing.

WHAT ACTUALLY SHIPPED: THE AI LAYER

WordPress 7.0 lands four connected pieces of AI infrastructure into core or alongside it:

The AI Client. A PHP API built into core. It is provider agnostic. Plugins describe what
they need and WordPress routes the request to whatever external provider you have
configured: OpenAI, Anthropic, Google. The model providers stay external. The routing
layer is now in your site.

The Abilities API. Plugins, themes, and core register their capabilities in a machine
readable registry. An AI agent can discover what your site can do and call it.

The Connectors dashboard. A new admin screen under Settings where API keys for
external AI providers are stored and provider performance is monitored.

The MCP Adapter. Ships separately from core but becomes meaningfully more powerful
now. It exposes your registered abilities as tools that any MCP compatible client can
discover and trigger, including Claude, ChatGPT, Cursor.

Plus the DataViews overhaul, which rebuilds the Posts, Pages, and Media admin screens
on a React based data layer. These are among the most heavily customized screens in
the entire WordPress admin.

Read that list again as a performance and security engineer instead of as a feature
announcement. Because that is where the work is.

THE FOUR THINGS NOBODY IS AUDITING

1- External AI calls inside the request lifecycle

The AI Client makes outbound calls to third party providers. Outbound HTTP calls have
latency, timeouts, rate limits, and failure modes. If a plugin author wires an AI call into a
path that runs during a page request instead of a background job, you now have a third
party API sitting in your TTFB. Your site's response time is now partially owned by
OpenAI's latency that afternoon. Nobody is load testing this on real sites yet. You
should, before a plugin does it for you.

2-DataViews rebuilt the most customized screens in WordPress.

Posts, Pages, Media. Every agency that ever added a custom column, a custom filter, a
custom bulk action, an admin tweak plugin, touched these screens. They were just
rebuilt on a new React data layer. This is the single highest breakage probability item in
the entire release, and it is also a client side performance change, because the admin is
now heavier JavaScript on the screens your editors live in all day. Test every admin
customization in staging before May 20. This is the one that generates the support
tickets.

3- The Abilities API plus MCP is a new automated action surface.

Before 7.0, triggering actions on a WordPress site meant the REST API or wp-admin,
both of which you understand and monitor. Now there is a registry of abilities that an
external AI agent can discover and execute. The official Make WordPress guidance
already recommends against using the JavaScript AI Client in distributed plugins
because it requires administrator level capability checks to stop untrusted users
sending arbitrary prompts to your configured providers. That sentence is a security
advisory wearing a developer note. If you run client sites, you need to know which
plugins register abilities and what those abilities can do, because that is now part of
your attack surface.

4-The Connectors dashboard stores provider API keys.

There is now a standard place in wp-admin where third party AI provider keys live. Keys
are credentials. Credentials in the database are a thing you back up, rotate, and restrict
access to. Most site owners will paste a key in and never think about it again. That is a
leaked-credential incident waiting for the first compromised admin account.

THE DAY-1 AUDIT CHECKLIST

For every site you are responsible for, between May 20 and May 22:

Confirm PHP is 8.2 or 8.3 before updating. 7.4 will run but you are leaving performance and
security on the table.

Update in staging first. Every site. No exceptions for "it is just a small site." DataViews is the
reason.

Open every admin screen that has a custom column, filter, or bulk action and verify it still
works. Posts, Pages, Media especially.

Inventory which installed plugins register abilities or use the AI Client. Anything that does is
now making external calls or exposing actions. Treat those plugins as a different risk class.

Check whether any AI-using plugin places a provider call in the page request path. If it does,
that is a TTFB problem and a reliability problem. Move it to a background job or remove the
plugin.

If the Connectors dashboard has keys in it, document them, restrict admin access, and put key
rotation on a calendar.

Re-run your baseline performance numbers after the update. TTFB, LCP, and admin load time.
Compare to your pre-update numbers. The delta tells you what 7.0 actually did to this specific
site, which is the only number that matters.

THE REFRAME

Everyone is going to update to 7.0 expecting a collaboration release and a new admin
look. That is not what this is.

This is the release where an AI routing layer, an action registry, and a credential store
entered WordPress core, and the feature that was supposed to be the story got cut at
the last minute so almost nobody is paying attention to the part that actually changes
the threat model.

The sites that treat May 20 like a normal update will be fine for a few weeks and then
slowly find out, the way these things always surface, three months later, during an
incident, with the client losing money and asking why nobody checked.

The ones who audit the AI layer on day one are the ones who get to keep saying the
site is handled and mean it.

Reach is vanity. Usefulness is revenue. This is the most useful thing I can hand you this
week: WP 7.0 is an AI release wearing a collaboration release's announcement. Audit it
like one.

If you manage client sites and want the audit checklist above as a standalone reference,
reply CHECKLIST and I will send the one-page version.

— Ishan Dwivedi

WordPress Performance Engineer
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