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Pluralistic: Post-political
(09 Jul 2026)

Today's links

Post-political: What a "leftist" is.

Hey look at this: Delights to delectate.

Object permanence: MSFT x OSCON; Parental spyware;
"Resurrection Man"; Brexit do-over petition; Workplace
email spying; Record label internet death penalty; News
should be cheap, free and chaotic; "Jughead".

Upcoming appearances: London, Edinburgh, Sydney,
Melbourne, Brighton, London, South Bend.

Recent appearances: Where I've been.

Latest books: You keep readin' em, I'll keep writin'
'em.

Upcoming books: Like I said, I'll keep writin' 'em.

Colophon: All the rest.

Post-political (permalink)

There's plenty of reasons to be skeptical of centrists
who bemoan "political polarization" and call for a
politics that abandons the "tribalism of left and
right."

Obviously there's the false equivalence: on the right,
you have fascists who want to send masked, armed goons
into the streets to beat, kidnap and murder your
neighbors. On the left, you have calls for higher
taxes, unions, environmental impact reviews for data-
centers, and an end to the genocide in Gaza.

"Leftist extremism" is moving some zines around:

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-
interactive/2026/jun/24/prairieland-texas-ice-protests-
zines

Right wing extremism is attempting the overthrow of the
government, murdering brown people in gulags, and the
earth's richest man slaughtering the world's poorest
children for the lulz:

https://hsph.harvard.edu/news/usaid-shutdown-has-led-
to-hundreds-of-thousands-of-deaths/

"Horseshoe theory" (the idea that the far right and the
far left actually bend around to meet each other) is
bullshit:

https://pluralistic.net/2024/02/26/horsehoe-
crab/#substantive-disagreement

The reality is that the right and left have large,
substantive disagreements that are matters of life and
death. Anyone dismissing these as "tribalism" doesn't
know what "left" and "right" mean. At best, they have
mistaken a collection of cultural signifiers –
pronouns, MMA, brands of beer – for politics.

Mistaking cultural signifiers and identity markers for
politics is centrism's most dangerous pathology, the
thing that makes centrism the handmaiden of the right.
If you think identity markers are politics, then you'll
be tempted to think the answer to a world run by 150
rich, white, cis straight guys is to replace half of
them with women, POCs and queer people. The difference
between the left and the right isn't the identities of
the ruling class – it's whether we have a ruling class
at all.

I collect definitions of "right" and "left." There's
Corey Robin's definition from The Reactionary Mind,
that conservatism is the belief that some people were
born to rule, and others to be ruled over, and that any
attempt to elevate the latter group to positions of
power (through civil rights movements, affirmative
action, etc) will result in dire misrule and disaster:

https://pluralistic.net/2025/07/22/all-day-suckers/#i-
love-the-poorly-educated

This explains how the right can encompass white
nationalists (rule by white people), Hindu nationalists
(rule by high-caste Hindus), libertarians (rule by
bosses), imperialists (rule by military aggressors),
etc. It also explains the right's obsession with
learning the racial and gender markers of anyone
involved in a plane crash or other disaster: "See, the
oil tanker was being piloted by a DEI hire when it
crashed into that bridge!"

Another important definition is Wilhoit's Law:

Conservatism consists of exactly one
proposition, to wit: There must be in-groups
whom the law protects but does not bind,
alongside out-groups whom the law binds but
does not protect.

https://pluralistic.net/2025/08/26/sole-and-despotic-
dominion/#then-they-came-for-me

This one hardly needs explanation in this era of "it's
not a crime if the president does it," where Alex Jones
can owe billions to the parents of dozens of murdered
children and somehow not have to pay or give up his
assets:

https://www.status.news/p/infowars-the-onion-alex-
jones-ben-collins

But when it comes to a "post-politics that is neither
right nor left," the definition I turn to most often
comes from science fiction writer Steven Brust, who
once told me:

"Left" and "right" have had the same meaning
since the French Revolution. If you want to
know if someone is on the left or the right,
ask them, "What is more important: human rights
or property rights?" If they say "Property
rights are a human right," then they are on the
right.

https://pluralistic.net/2021/03/16/wage-theft/#ppp

That's it. That's the crux. If you think that property
rights are a tool for achieving human rights, then
you're on the left. You might support the right of
farmers to block attempts to expropriate them via
eminent domain in order to build a data center, or the
right of people to not have their homes or devices
searched by cops, or a library's right to own and
archive digital books, even if the publishers insist
that ebooks are never "sold," merely "licensed."

If property rights are a tool to achieve human rights,
then property rights can be set aside when they impede
other rights. Human beings have the right to health
care, which is why we should have taken away the pharma
companies' patents and copyrights, ending vaccine
apartheid and letting the poor world make its own
vaccines:

https://pluralistic.net/2021/05/25/the-other-shoe-
drops/#quid-pro-quo

Human beings have the right to shelter. If your town
has a million empty homes and a million homeless
people, there's an obvious solution. At the very least,
you can tax the shit out of empty homes to discourage
the creation of derelict, empty blights:

https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-
news/owners-homes-left-empty-more-28622796

Human beings have the right to food. If a cartel claims
that you may not legally sell your 100,000lbs of
nectarines, you can just give them away and tell the
cartel to fuck off:

https://apnews.com/article/california-farmer-
nectarines-lawsuit-patent-
4f7bc8ab185e8b9cbdd6d6ad4f2aabd1

As Brust says, this fight is as old as the French
Revolution. It's literally the plot of Les Miz ("In
days gone by, I stole a loaf of bread in order to
live").

Note that this framework leaves plenty of room for
disagreement among leftists: we can disagree about who
should get taxed and how, when a company should be
ordered to destroy its ill-gotten loot and when that
loot should be divided up among its victims, and what
to do about empty houses and homeless people. We can
disagree about reparations, about collectivization and
co-operatives, about land reform. Very (very!) few
leftists want to abolish property, but to be a leftist
is to agree that property is only ever a means, and
never an end.

In systems thinking, we are counseled that the most
profound and durable changes come from shifts in
paradigms, from which all rules, laws and arrangements
flow:

https://pluralistic.net/2026/05/12/donella-
meadows/#paradigmatic

"Left" and "right" represent two radically different
paradigms. The right's paradigm is that property rights
are human rights, which cashes out to "property rights
are the only human right." If property rights are a
human right, then I can burn down my orchard and laugh
as you starve outside the gates. If property rights are
human rights, I can leave an apartment building empty
while you freeze to death on its sidewalk. If property
rights are human rights, I can fill my factory with
death-traps and insist that the workers I kill freely
chose to assume that risk (as economists would say,
they have a "revealed preference" for being killed at
work):

https://pluralistic.net/2026/03/30/players-of-
games/#know-when-to-fold-em

Leftists view property rights as a tool, like laws, or
regulations, or polls, or voting. Used well, these
tools can produce prosperity for all. But "voting" and
"laws" aren't good unto themselves. The Swiss practice
of voting on whether your neighbors qualify for
citizenship is barbaric:

https://www.bbc.com/news/newsbeat-38595807

Good regulations and laws are good, but simply passing
any law is stupid and gets you into terrible trouble,
even if the stupid law you've passed is designed to
solve a real problem:

https://pluralistic.net/2026/06/23/destroy-the-
village/#to-save-it

Viewed as tools, property rights are perfectly useful
ways of achieving the primary purpose of a
civilization: to safeguard the human rights of its
people. Viewed as ends unto themselves, property rights
are a terrible danger to our civilization and species.

If you believe property rights are tools, then you can
pass laws banning corporations from electioneering:

https://sos.mn.gov/media/3k4hu2if/minnesota-election-
laws-statutes-and-rules.pdf

If you believe property rights are human rights, then
you end up supporting unlimited dark money spending in
elections:

https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/25pdf/24-
621_h315.pdf

If you believe property rights are tools, you can order
landlords who want to ban their tenants from installing
balcony solar to fuck off. If you believe property
rights are human rights, then landlords can force their
tenants to pay every dime the fossil fuel industry
demands of them. "Property right as tool" allows you to
defend a farmer's right to install a wind-farm, and
still, to block a data-center from installing a gas
turbine on its own land.

"Post-political" movements are made up of people who
don't know what politics are. A "centrist" is
ultimately a rightist, because the foundation of
rightism is the supremacy of property. It is the
ideology that breeds hereditary aristocracy ("property
is a human right" means that it's a violation of your
human rights to expect you to work for a living if you
emerged from a lucky orifice). It's the ideology that
breeds oligarchy.

Politics aren't a bunch of cultural signifiers or
identity markers. Politics aren't about who rules –
it's about whether we are ruled at all, or whether we
are free.

(Image: Lewis Clarke, CC BY-SA 2.0, modified)

Hey look at this (permalink)

Hell Is Other People
https://locusmag.com/feature/commentary-cory-doctorow-
hell-is-other-people/

Incarcerated People Lose Treasured Media When Prisons
Change Tablet Contracts
https://truthout.org/articles/incarcerated-people-lose-
treasured-media-when-prisons-change-tablet-contracts/

Jay Rosen’s Internet Archive: an Introduction
https://pressthink.org/2026/07/jay-rosens-internet-
archive-an-introduction/

Zohran Mamdani on the Promise of America
https://jacobin.com/2026/07/zohran-mamdani-
independence-day-address

The official website of Nand to Tetris courses
https://www.nand2tetris.org/

Object permanence (permalink)

#25yrsago Why Microsoft was invited to OSCON
https://web.archive.org/web/20010701102931/http://www.o
reilly.com/news/osconint_0601.html

#25yrsago The Extent of Systematic Monitoring of
Employee E-mail and Internet Use
https://web.archive.org/web/20010711204804/http://www.p
rivacyfoundation.org/workplace/technology/extent.asp

#20yrsago BPI: We should be able to cut off your
Internet https://memex.craphound.com/2006/07/10/bpi-we-
should-be-able-to-cut-off-your-internet/

#20yrsago Technology for parents to spy on kids
https://web.archive.org/web/20060711084212/http://sfgat
e.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?
f=/c/a/2006/07/09/BIGMOTHER.TMP

#20yrsago Dale Bailey's "The Resurrection Man"
https://memex.craphound.com/2006/07/09/southern-gothic-
science-fiction-collection/

#10yrsago A law prof responds to students who
anonymously complained about #blacklivesmatter tee
https://backspace.com/notes/2016/07/law-professors-
response-to-black-lives-matter-shirt-complaint.php

#10yrsago UK government rejects Brexit do-over petition
with 4.1m signatures
https://web.archive.org/web/20160709101514/https://www.
independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/brexit-government-
rejects-eu-referendum-petition-latest-a7128306.html

#10yrsago New Zealanders raise millions to buy beach
and donate it to the public
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-36759321

#10yrsago Jughead: Zdarsky’s reboot is funny, fannish,
and freaky
https://memex.craphound.com/2016/07/10/jughead-
zdarskys-reboot-is-funny-fannish-and-freaky/

#5yrsago Biden's Right to Repair will include
electronics, too
https://pluralistic.net/2021/07/10/unnixing-the-
fix/#r2r-plus-plus

Upcoming appearances
(permalink)

London: Idler Festival, Jul 11
https://www.idler.co.uk/festival/

Edinburgh International Book Festival with Jimmy Wales,
Aug 17
https://www.edbookfest.co.uk/events/the-front-list-
cory-doctorow-and-jimmy-wales

Sydney: The Festival of Dangerous Ideas, Aug 23-24
https://festivalofdangerousideas.com/cory-doctorow/

Melbourne: Enshittification at the Wheeler Centre, Aug
25
https://www.wheelercentre.com/events-tickets/season-
2026/cory-doctorow-enshittification

Brighton: The Reverse Centaur's Guide to Life After AI
with Carole Cadwalladr (Brighton Dome), Sep 8
https://brightondome.org/whats-on/LSC-cory-doctorow-
the-reverse-centaurs-guide-to-life-after-ai/

London: The Reverse Centaur's Guide to Life After AI
with Riley Quinn (Foyle's Picadilly), Sep 9
https://www.foyles.co.uk/events/enshittification-cory-
doctorow-riley-quinn

South Bend: An Evening With Cory Doctorow (Notre Dame),
Oct 6
https://franco.nd.edu/events/2026/10/06/an-evening-
with-cory-doctorow/

Recent appearances (permalink)

Can AI be Saved From Capitalism? (Everyday Anarchism)
https://www.everydayanarchism.com/192-can-ai-be-saved-
from-capitalism-cory-doctorow/

Lawfare Daily
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1KIwaYRs1g

How to Think About AI (Organized Money)
https://www.organizedmoney.fm/p/how-to-think-about-ai-
with-cory-doctorow

Breaking Points
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJmUbkRqXeE

A.I. Enshittifies Everything (Slate)
https://slate.com/podcasts/what-next-tbd/2026/06/cory-
doctorow-thinks-a-i-is-overvalued-and-overrated-and-
still-a-threat

Latest books (permalink)

"The Reverse-Centaur's Guide to AI," a short book about
being a better AI critic, Farrar, Straus and Giroux,
June 2026
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374621568/thereverse
centaursguidetolifeafterai/

"Canny Valley": A limited edition collection of the
collages I create for Pluralistic, self-published,
September 2025
https://pluralistic.net/2025/09/04/illustrious/#chairma
n-bruce

"Enshittification: Why Everything Suddenly Got Worse
and What to Do About It," Farrar, Straus, Giroux,
October 7 2025
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374619329/enshittifi
cation/

"Picks and Shovels": a sequel to "Red Team Blues,"
about the heroic era of the PC, Tor Books (US), Head of
Zeus (UK), February 2025
(https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250865908/picksands
hovels).

"The Bezzle": a sequel to "Red Team Blues," about
prison-tech and other grifts, Tor Books (US), Head of
Zeus (UK), February 2024 (thebezzle.org).

"The Lost Cause:" a solarpunk novel of hope in the
climate emergency, Tor Books (US), Head of Zeus (UK),
November 2023 (http://lost-cause.org).

"The Internet Con": A nonfiction book about
interoperability and Big Tech (Verso) September 2023
(http://seizethemeansofcomputation.org). Signed copies
at Book Soup
(https://www.booksoup.com/book/9781804291245).

"Red Team Blues": "A grabby, compulsive thriller that
will leave you knowing more about how the world works
than you did before." Tor Books
http://redteamblues.com.

"Chokepoint Capitalism: How to Beat Big Tech, Tame Big
Content, and Get Artists Paid, with Rebecca Giblin", on
how to unrig the markets for creative labor, Beacon
Press/Scribe 2022 https://chokepointcapitalism.com

Upcoming books (permalink)

"The Post-American Internet," a geopolitical sequel of
sorts to Enshittification, Farrar, Straus and Giroux,
2027

"Unauthorized Bread": a middle-grades graphic novel
adapted from my novella about refugees, toasters and
DRM, FirstSecond, April 20, 2027

"Enshittification, Why Everything Suddenly Got Worse
and What to Do About It" (the graphic novel),
Firstsecond, 2027

"The Memex Method," Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 2027

Colophon (permalink)

Today's top sources:

Currently writing: "The Post-American Internet," a
sequel to "Enshittification," about the better world
the rest of us get to have now that Trump has torched
America. Fourth draft completed. Submitted to editor.

A Little Brother short story about DIY insulin PLANNING

This work – excluding any serialized fiction – is
licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
license. That means you can use it any way you like,
including commercially, provided that you attribute it
to me, Cory Doctorow, and include a link to
pluralistic.net.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Quotations and images are not included in this license;
they are included either under a limitation or
exception to copyright, or on the basis of a separate
license. Please exercise caution.
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Cory Doctorow July 8, 2026 Uncategorized empty homes tax, frank
wilhoit, human rights, ip, property rights, steven brust, TRIPs
waivers, vaccine apartheid

Like this:

Pluralistic: 07 Sep 2020

September 7, 2020
In "david graeber"

Pluralistic: Metabolizing the theory of "political capitalism" (06 Dec
2025)

Today's links Metabolizing the theory of "political capitalism": How
many $TRUMP coins should your company buy? Hey look at this: Delights
to delectate. Object permanence: NZ doesn't want US-style copyright;
Tron: Reloaded; Mass shootings and gun profits; Descartes God has
failed; "The Big Fix." Upcoming appearances: Where to find me.…

December 6, 2025
In "class warfare"

Pluralistic: Rights for robots (15 Apr 2026)

Today's links Rights for robots: Not everything deserves moral
consideration. Hey look at this: Delights to delectate. Object
permanence: 7 years under the DMCA; NOLA mayoral candidate x New
Orleans Square; Kettling is illegal; AOL won't deliver critical emails;
Chris Ware x Charlie Brown; Mossack Fonseca raided; Corporate lobbying

April 15, 2026
In "ai"
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