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Hack Reveals Suno
AI Music Generator
Scraped YouTube,
Deezer, and Genius

JASON KOEBLER · JUL 15, 2026 AT 9:59 AM

Hacked source code reveals how Suno scraped decades worth of music and

podcasts from the internet to train its AI tool.
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The AI music generation tool Suno scraped millions of songs and lyrics from

YouTube Music, Deezer, and Genius, as well as from the stock music libraries

Pond5, Jamendo, Freesound, the International Music Score Library Project, and

podcasts via RSS feeds, according to a hacker who breached the company and

shared data about Suno’s training libraries with 404 Media. The hacker was also

able to access user information for hundreds of thousands of Suno’s customers,

as well as Stripe payment information, they said.

The hacked data is a rare look at exactly how AI models and tools are built. Suno

is one of the largest AI music generation tools on the internet, and has been the

subject of several major lawsuits from the record industry, which accused the

company of training on millions of copyrighted songs. As part of these legal

proceedings, Suno previously admitted that it was trained on “essentially all

music files of reasonable quality that are accessible on the open internet,” which

included a total of “tens of millions of recordings.” Suno has been making the

argument that it is allowed to train on copyrighted works as fair use in those

cases, one of which has been settled. 

The lawsuits have made clear that Suno did train on huge amounts of

copyrighted works, but the hacked data shared with 404 Media sheds more light

on how Suno scraped songs from the internet and where it took them from. The

Recording Industry Association of America accused Suno of ripping songs

directly from YouTube; the hacked data seen by 404 Media confirms this.

The hacked material includes source code that appears to be from 2023 and

2024 that includes scraping instructions and details about the scope of at least

some of the scraping. For example, the comments in one file note that they will

pull from “genius_hq, youtube_music, freesound, jamendo, imp, deezer,

ytm_tagged,” and that “non-music will be filtered out.” A file called

“youtube_music” notes that at the time the file was last updated, it had ingested

“2,013,545 music clips.” Another file contains comments about different datasets

Suno had created, which included “113,879 hours of youtube_music,” “17,615

hours of genius_hq,” “410 hours of free sound,” “19,514 hours of imslp,” “3,726

hours of jamendo,” “62,117 hours of pond5_music,” “12,287 hours of deezer,”

“152,162 hours of ytm_tagged,” and “103 hours of musescore_lyrics.” In total,

this is at least decades worth of music. 

Scientists Discover Planet Has Everything to Host ‘Earth-Like Life’ In

Breakthrough

BECKY FERREIRA · JUL 16, 2026

How Cops Use Flock to Track People, Not Cars

JOSEPH COX · JUL 16, 2026

SIGN IN SUBSCRIBE

ABOUT RSS SUPPORT/FAQ PODCAST FOIA FORUM ARCHIVE MERCH ADVERTISE PRIVACY CONTAC

ADVERTISEMENT • GO AD FREE • HIDE

LISTEN TO THE 404 MEDIA PODCAST

https://www.404media.co/tag/suno/
https://www.404media.co/author/jason-koebler/
https://www.404media.co/signup/
https://www.404media.co/signin/
https://www.404media.co/#/portal
https://www.404media.co/listen-to-the-ai-generated-ripoff-songs-that-got-udio-and-suno-sued/
https://www.404media.co/ai-music-generator-suno-admits-it-was-trained-on-essentially-all-music-files-on-the-internet/
https://www.404media.co/ai-music-generator-suno-admits-it-was-trained-on-essentially-all-music-files-on-the-internet/
https://www.theverge.com/news/782448/riaa-suno-ai-lawsuit-update-stream-ripping-youtube?ref=404media.co
https://www.theverge.com/news/782448/riaa-suno-ai-lawsuit-update-stream-ripping-youtube?ref=404media.co
https://www.404media.co/scientists-discover-planet-has-everything-to-host-earth-like-life-in-breakthrough/
https://www.404media.co/scientists-discover-planet-has-everything-to-host-earth-like-life-in-breakthrough/
https://www.404media.co/scientists-discover-planet-has-everything-to-host-earth-like-life-in-breakthrough/
https://www.404media.co/author/becky/
https://www.404media.co/how-cops-use-flock-to-track-people-not-cars/
https://www.404media.co/how-cops-use-flock-to-track-people-not-cars/
https://www.404media.co/author/joseph-cox/
https://www.404media.co/
https://www.404media.co/signin/
https://www.404media.co/signup/
https://www.404media.co/about/
https://www.404media.co/404-media-now-has-a-full-text-rss-feed/
https://www.404media.co/faq/
https://www.404media.co/the-404-media-podcast/
https://www.404media.co/foia-forum-archive/
https://404media.myshopify.com/
https://www.404media.co/advertise-with-404-media/
https://www.404media.co/privacy-policy/
https://www.404media.co/contact-us-tips/
https://www.404media.co/the-404-media-podcast/


Podcast: We Are Living in a ‘ChatGPT Flyer Pandemic’

JOSEPH COX · JUL 15, 2026

ADVERTISEMENT • GO AD FREE

© 2026 404 MEDIA. PUBLISHED WITH GHOST.

Unparalleled access
to hidden worlds

both online and IRL.

404 Media is an

independent media

company founded

by technology

journalists Jason

Koebler, Emanuel

Maiberg, Samantha

Cole, and Joseph

Cox.

About

RSS

Support/FAQ

Podcast

FOIA Forum

Archive

Merch

Advertise

Privacy

Contact

Us/Tips

Twitter

Bluesky

Mastodon

Instagram

TikTok

Facebook

RSS

Join the newsletter

to get the latest

updates.

Your email

ADVERTISEMENT • GO AD FREE • HIDE

https://www.404media.co/podcast-we-are-living-in-a-chatgpt-flyer-pandemic/
https://www.404media.co/podcast-we-are-living-in-a-chatgpt-flyer-pandemic/
https://www.404media.co/author/joseph-cox/
https://ghost.org/
https://www.404media.co/about/
https://www.404media.co/404-media-now-has-a-full-text-rss-feed/
https://www.404media.co/faq/
https://www.404media.co/the-404-media-podcast/
https://www.404media.co/foia-forum-archive/
https://404media.myshopify.com/
https://www.404media.co/advertise-with-404-media/
https://www.404media.co/privacy-policy/
https://www.404media.co/contact-us-tips/
https://x.com/404mediaco
https://bsky.app/profile/404media.co
https://mastodon.social/@404mediaco
https://instagram.com/404mediaco
https://tiktok.com/@404.media
https://www.facebook.com/404mediaco
https://www.404media.co/rss

