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Pixar Bears Brunt of Disney Studio Layoffs as
Company Axes Several Hundred Staffers

By Todd Spangler
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Pixar Animation Studios, despite riding high on the

success of summer blockbuster “Toy Story 5,” was hit

particularly hard in a wave of companywide layoffs

Tuesday at Disney.

A Disney spokesperson confirmed that the media

conglomerate is cutting several hundred jobs across

certain corporate functions. Those include job cuts at

ESPN, many related to the integration of NFL Network;

Disney Entertainment Television; and Disney’s studios.

The majority of the layoffs on the studios side are within

Pixar and majority of cuts in the TV group are at

National Geographic.
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Disney in April cut about 1,000 employees in marketing

functions across Disney’s studios, TV networks, ESPN,

product and technology, and corporate groups. At the

time, newly appointed Disney CEO Josh D’Amaro said in

a memo to employees, “Over the past several months, we

have looked at ways in which we can streamline our

operations in various parts of the company to ensure we

deliver the world-class creativity and innovation our

fans value and expect from Disney. Given the fast-

moving pace of our industries, this requires us to

constantly assess how to foster a more agile and

technologically-enabled workforce to meet tomorrow’s

needs.”

The job cuts at Pixar are concentrated in production and

operations. A source familiar with the layoffs said the

changes reflect Pixar’s evolving needs related to

production volume and the projects that are in process

at the studio. More broadly, Walt Disney Studios has

evolved its production strategy over the past three years

to reduce overall volume and prioritize quality — with a

focus on theatrical releases that feed into the company’s

broader entertainment ecosystem (including

streaming), with less produced directly for streaming.
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Pixar has released two movies in 2026: this spring’s

original adventure “Hoppers,” which had a strong

opening but failed to match the box-office heights of

prior Pixar greats; and this summer’s “Toy Story 5,”

which is imminently crossing the billion-dollar mark

and will end up as the highest-grossing of the franchise.

Though Pixar’s sequels, including 2024’s “Inside Out 2,”

have electrified the box office, the animation studio has

struggled since the pandemic to launch new properties.

During COVID, several movies including “Soul,” “Luca”

and “Turning Red” were sent directly to Disney+ and

executives felt that inadvertently trained audiences to

watch Pixar’s films at home.

Rebecca Rubin contributed to this article.

Read More About: Disney, National Geographic, Pixar
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James Andrew Asbury  July 21, 2026 at 10:17 am

Disney wants Disney+ to grow but it doesn’t add good content to the platform fast enough to

satisfy the consumer. Pixar makes profitable films when it has quality material, which is

expensive. Pixar quality content is expensive to make and even then, money spent does not

always translate to a successful product. The process is taking too long and it’s unreliable.

Certainly the people at Disney still must know how to crank out content on the fly for a lot less

than it costs to make a animated feature? I don’t understand why they aren’t using the tools

and the roadmap that Walt gave them for creating masterpieces of entertainment. When you

have to lay off people because you don’t have anything for them to do, the boss isn’t doing their

job.

Reply

Todd  July 21, 2026 at 11:26 am

Before Disney bought the studio, Pixar put out some great computer animated stories. Today I

don’t see a difference between Pixar and Disney movies. Today’s Pixar follows a familiar safe

recipe, but nothing that had me walking out of the theater saying wow! Might as well drop the

“Pixar” name and merge animation altogether.

Reply

Josh Chapek  July 21, 2026 at 11:47 am

D’Amaro is following in Chapek’s footsteps. All the same mistakes already.

Disney is doomed and Apple will eventually buy them.
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