
Salad is usually synonymous with healthy eating. Except

now, as the US grapples with an expanding outbreak of

cyclosporiasis that’s sickened more than 7,100 people in

Michigan alone, likely caused by iceberg lettuce supplied

by Taylor Farms.
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Why Lettuce Is Always
Making People Sick
The cyclospora diarrhea outbreak isn't an

isolated incident. It's part of a pattern of

leafy greens wreaking digestive havoc.
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READ MORE

The Explosive Diarrhea Outbreak Is About to Get Much Bigger

Official case counts likely capture only a fraction of US cyclosporiasis infections, and the outbreak is

likely to get worse before it gets better.

EMILY MULLIN
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Taylor Farms Spent Big on MAGA and Anti-Regulatory Lobbying Before Diarrhea

Outbreak

The company donated more than $3.6 million to conservative groups between 2020 and 2025,

including $1 million to the MAGA Inc. super PAC.

KATE TAYLOR

The CDC Has a Cyclospora Lab. DOGE Downsized It Last YearGet WIRED. START FREE TRIAL
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“Based on simple math, these outbreak responses—which require rapid, timely responses—are going to

be greatly diminished,” the former CDC lab director tells WIRED.

EMILY MULLIN

The Explosive Diarrhea Outbreak Claims New Victims: Salad Chains

Foot traffic to leafy green chains is falling, data shows. Still, a few brave souls who spoke to WIRED were

determined to get their fix. “I honestly didn’t even think about” the risk of explosive diarrhea, one says.

KATE TAYLOR
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Food Preservatives May Increase the Risk of High Blood Pressure and

Cardiovascular Disease

Aa large-scale study demonstrates that preservatives widely used in everyday processed foods may

exacerbate common health risks.

RITSUKO KAWAI

Everyone Thinks They Have the Diarrhea ParasiteGet WIRED. START FREE TRIAL
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Cyclosporiasis isn’t the only thing spreading across the US. So is anxiety about getting hit with it.

EMILY MULLIN

Why Apple Sued OpenAI, New York Takes on Data Centers, and What to Know

about Cyclosporiasis

On today’s Uncanny Valley, we unpack OpenAI’s ongoing drama, both legal and reputational, and

whether these developments could further hurt the company—particularly in its fight against Anthropic.

BRIAN BARRETT
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The FDA Says It Didn't Apologize to Supplier Linked to Diarrhea Outbreak, Actually

The agency stressed that the July 17 voluntary recall from Taylor Farms still stands. The supplier has

been linked to the ongoing cyclospora outbreak.

KATE TAYLOR

We Make Lovely Home-Cooked Meals for Ourselves. Why Not Do the Same for

Our Dogs? Get WIRED. START FREE TRIAL

NEWSLETTERS SUBSCRIBE

We Care About Your Privacy

We, and our  partners use cookies and similar
methods to recognize visitors and remember their
preferences. We may also use these technologies to
gauge the effectiveness of advertising campaigns,
target advertisements, and analyze website traffic.
Some of these technologies are essential for
ensuring the proper functioning of the service or
website and cannot be disabled, while others are
optional but serve to enhance the user experience in
various ways.

We, in collaboration with our partners, store and/or
access information on a device and process your
personal data, such as browsing data and device

We and our partners process data for the
following purposes

Essential

Functional Cookies

Audience Measurement

Targeted Advertising

Performance Cookies

Social Media Cookies

Store and/or access information on a device

Privacy Policy

Consent powered by Ethyca

https://www.wired.com/story/taylor-farms-fda-explosive-diarrhea-tweets/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_ce4c932d-f787-4ba3-873d-afb0c026021c_roberta-similarity1_fallback_text2vec1
https://www.wired.com/story/taylor-farms-fda-explosive-diarrhea-tweets/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_ce4c932d-f787-4ba3-873d-afb0c026021c_roberta-similarity1_fallback_text2vec1
https://www.wired.com/story/taylor-farms-fda-explosive-diarrhea-tweets/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_ce4c932d-f787-4ba3-873d-afb0c026021c_roberta-similarity1_fallback_text2vec1
https://www.wired.com/story/gourmet-dog-food/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_ce4c932d-f787-4ba3-873d-afb0c026021c_roberta-similarity1_fallback_text2vec1
https://www.wired.com/story/gourmet-dog-food/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_ce4c932d-f787-4ba3-873d-afb0c026021c_roberta-similarity1_fallback_text2vec1
https://www.wired.com/story/gourmet-dog-food/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_ce4c932d-f787-4ba3-873d-afb0c026021c_roberta-similarity1_fallback_text2vec1
https://www.wired.com/story/taylor-farms-fda-explosive-diarrhea-tweets/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_ce4c932d-f787-4ba3-873d-afb0c026021c_roberta-similarity1_fallback_text2vec1
https://www.wired.com/story/gourmet-dog-food/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc_ce4c932d-f787-4ba3-873d-afb0c026021c_roberta-similarity1_fallback_text2vec1
https://www.wired.com/v2/offers/wira01042?source=Site_0_JNY_WIR_TABLET_PAYWALL_IN_CONTENT_BARRIER_BAR_0_INTL_ACQ_JUNE_2026_CONTROL_PV0_ZZ&redirectURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wired.com%2Fstory%2Fwhy-lettuce-always-making-people-sick%2F
https://www.wired.com/
https://www.wired.com/newsletter?sourceCode=hamburgernav
https://www.wired.com/v2/offers/wira01042?source=Site_0_JNY_WIR_MOBILE_NAV_CTA_0_INTL_ACQ_JUNE_2026_CONTROL_PV0_ZZ
https://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy
https://www.ethyca.com/janus?utm_source=fides_consent&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=cmp_backlinks&utm_term=janus


More dog owners have begun cooking for their canine companions in recent years. When my own dog

fell ill, I became part of this growing group.

ALICIA KENNEDY

The FDA Ruled That Zyn Pouches Are Safer Than Cigarettes. That Doesn’t Mean

They’re Safe

Zyn nicotine pouches, the FDA found, can be advertised as a less-harmful option for adult smokers. But

quitting all tobacco and nicotine products remains the best idea.
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Want to Boost Your Home’s Resale Value? Install a Heat Pump

Heat pumps are more than just a way to keep your home comfortable without using fossil fuels.

ALISON F. TAKEMURA

The Great Peptide Cash Grab Has Begun

The FDA could decide whether to loosen rules around peptide production this week. Some telehealth

players are already seeing dollar signs.
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KATE KNIBBS

WIRED is obsessed with what comes next. Through rigorous investigations and game-changing reporting,

we tell stories that don’t just reflect the moment—they help create it. When you look back in 10, 20, even 50

years, WIRED will be the publication that led the story of the present, mapped the people, products, and

ideas defining it, and explained how those forces forged the future. WIRED: For Future Reference.
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