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Do not cancel travel plans over wildfires, urges French minister

S

Updated / Saturday, 25 Jul 2026 12:11

RTE

We Care About Your Privacy

Fire burning in ient Hochedez

We and our 11 partners store and access personal data, like browsing data or unique identifiers, on your
device. Selecting Allow All enables tracking technologies to support the purposes shown under we and
our partners process data to provide. Selecting Allow Only Necessary or withdrawing your consent will
disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads you see may not be as relevant to you. You
can resurface this menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time by clicking the Manage
Preferences link on the bottom of the webpage [or the floating icon on the bottom-left of the webpage, if
applicable]. Your choices will have effect within our Website. For more details, refer to our Privacy
Policy. View our Cookie Policy View our Privacy Policy

We and our partners process data to provide:

Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store and/or access
information on a device. Develop and improve services. Measure content performance. Understand
audiences through statistics or combinations of data from different sources. Use limited data to select
advertising. Create profiles for personalised advertising. Use profiles to select personalised advertising.
Create profiles to personalise content. Use profiles to select personalised content. Measure advertising
performance.

List of Partners (vendors)

Show Purposes

Horses bolt from encroaching wildfire in Biscarrosse
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Speaking on BBC Radio, she added: "You have entire areas that are fine, you’re
seeing similar phenomena in Spain and other countries. I'm in Paris and nothing
is happening, and most other regions are OK, so do please come to France and
do not cancel your travel plans.

"But wherever you are, please do be advised as to what might be happening."

Ms Caroit, who said the French army had been deployed to help tackle the
wildfires which now number 32, also told the programme that France’s response
was being bolstered by their European Union membership.

She said: "Being part of the European Union today makes every possible sense.
We have activated the European Civil Protection Mechanism which is an
extraordinary mechanism; solidarity is essential in the EU.

A view of a burned house and vehicle, in Lanton, in the Lege-Cap-Ferret region, southwestern France

"Right now, we have had the confirmation that two water bombing carriers will
come from Croatia, two water tractors from Portugal, two Black Hawk helicopters
from Czech Republic and Slovakia.

"They're helping us now as the situation is terrible; we’ve helped them in the
past. It explains what it is to be in the EU."

Ms Caroit urged world leaders to see the fires — which have killed two firefighters,
injured 42 more and are confirmed to have destroyed around 100 homes so far —
as a wake-up call for climate change.

Read more:
Tens of thousands evacuated as French, Spanish wildfires rage

She said: "[This is] something we’re seeing in many parts of the world. Remember
the wildfires in California, Chile. The climate is changing, we’re having a terrible
impact on it.

"While leaders in the world continue to say climate change doesn’t matter, we're
seeing the concrete effects everywhere. We have to take it seriously.

"[France has] invested millions but we’re seeing it’s not enough."
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