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Atari Makes Universal Movie Deal For 10

Iconic Game Properties; First Up Is Original

Script By Matt Reilly & Carl Hampe, With

Entertainment 360 Producing
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BREAKING NEWS

'Spider-Man: Brand New Day' Sets All-Time First-Day High

With $167M+ U.S., Could Beat 'Avengers: Endgame' $357M

Weekend Record

By Mike Fleming Jr

EXCLUSIVE: Partnering with Entertainment 360, Atari has signed a deal with Universal Pictures giving the studio the right
to develop 10 classic Atari video game properties for the big screen. Universal has bought the first project from the new
partnership, a feature film based on Atari IP which will be produced by Entertainment 360’s Guymon Casady from a
screenplay by Matt Reilly and Carl Hampe. Both of them will also be producers.

“For more than five decades, Atari has created games and worlds that have remained part of popular culture long after their
original release,” said Atari chairman and CEO Wade Rosen in confirming for Deadline. “We are excited to work with
Universal and Entertainment 360 to bring the spirit of our iconic brand and games to a new medium.”
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The 10 properties include the ones we grew up playing until we were bleary-eyed: Asteroids, Adventure, Berzerk, Breakout,
Centipede, Crystal Castles, Millipede, Missile Command, Pong and Yars’ Revenge. The aim is to use the IP to create big-
scale action-adventure fare.

Watch on Deadline

The catalyst was an original spec by Reilly, the longtime studio exec at Universal who pivoted to screenwriting and
producing, and Hampe, a producer on Hellboy who also worked on Jungle Cruise among other films.

“Matt Reilly and I grew up playing Atari 2600 games and have remained fans ever since,” said Casady. “The best Atari
games dropped you into a world and let your imagination do the rest. Carl and Matt saw an opportunity to take that same
spirit and build an original, large-scale adventure around it. From the moment we read the screenplay, we believed there was
a great movie here.”

Atari is represented by IAG and Vanderkloot Law. Universal did not comment.

Caleb on July 27, 2026 1:41 pm

Oh my lord, this is stupid, kinda… There’s not even enough material for a full blown film, but I’ll say this… If
they pull this trick off, I’ll eat my hat.

Jose Canales Martinez on July 24, 2026 8:28 pm

It is great to read this news about creating movies based on Atari games…people from the new generations (after
generation y) need to be informed of what created ATARI

Tom H on July 24, 2026 5:51 pm

For those asking, why not “Pitfall” – Activision made the game, so that would require a separate licensing deal.

It’ll be interesting to see if anything happens this time. Universal first optioned “Asteroids” back in 2009 (!), and
Fox optioned “Missile Command” back in 2011 in a deal that has since lapsed. Will Universal’s success with the
“Mario” movies embolden everyone to get these movies to the finish line this time? Only time will tell.

Christopher Baranowski on July 24, 2026 9:24 am

I can see how games like Missile Command, Adventure, Bezerk and Yars’ Revenge can become movies similar to
the Super Mario Movie and The Super Mario Galaxy Movie. Missile Command, Asteroids and Yars’ Revenge can
all have Space Station bases. Bezerk can maybe have Mike Myers playing Evil Otto with a Robot-Making base.

However, I am struggling to see Main Characters / Story Arcs for titles such as Breakout and Pong.

David McQueen on July 24, 2026 9:02 am

that e.t. game might make a decent movie.

Caleb Shreve on July 27, 2026 1:42 pm

Actually, universal probably did with Amblin entertainment, I think.

Gary Twiss on July 24, 2026 11:56 pm

He he my friend….nice.
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