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Student Teacher Sent a Private
Snapchat Complaining About Her
Workday. An Hour Later, Police
Pulled Up to Her School.

Aug 3, 2026 ·

HOME / PRIVACY

Snapchat’s automated system flagged a private DM to three

contacts and triggered an FBI alert in under 60 minutes, ending her

teaching career

Rex Edison 2 min read

Image: Deposit Photos

KEY TAKEAWAYS

Snapchat’s automated AI flagged a private message and

alerted the FBI within 60 minutes.

Snapchat retains ability to scan private messages server-side

without end-to-end encryption protections.

Volpe’s arrest demonstrates a pre-built, operational pipeline

connecting private messages to law enforcement.
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Sixty minutes. That’s how long it took for a private Snapchat

message to travel from Kristen Volpe’s phone to the FBI to the

deputies standing in her elementary school hallway. On January 29,

2025, the 22-year-old student teacher at John L. Hensey Elementary

in Washington, Illinois, vented to her boyfriend and two roommates —

three people total — after a student closed her laptop mid-class and

wiped her lesson plan. She referenced shooting the student or the

school. She meant it as a frustrated joke. Snapchat’s algorithm didn’t

get the humor.

The Pipeline Nobody Told You About
A student’s prank, a dark joke to three friends, and an automated

system that moved faster than anyone expected.
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Here’s what happened in sequence:

A student closed Volpe’s laptop during class, deleting her

lesson plan. Frustrated, she sent a private Snapchat message

referencing shooting the child or the school — exact phrasing

varies across reports.

The message reached three recipients. Not a public Story.

Three people she lived with or dated.

Snapchat’s automated AI flagged the message and reported it

to the FBI, which alerted the Tazewell County Sheriff’s Office.

Deputies arrived at the school within roughly one hour.

Volpe was arrested for disorderly conduct, held overnight at

Tazewell County Jail, and released on $0 bond under Illinois’s

SAFE-T Act. No formal court charges were filed. Her student-

teaching placement was terminated.

L

a

n

d

J

o

b

In

t

e

r

vi

e

w

s

J

U

L

3

1

,

2

0

2

6

1

4

C

a

r

G

a

d

g

e

ts

T

h

a

t

M

a

k

e

Y

o

u

r

D

ri

v

o select advertising

ased on information actively requested

cation data

o select content

ect All Manage Settings

Accept All

Manage Your Privacy

xperiences, our 141 partners and we use
kies to store and/or access device information.

echnologies will allow us and our partners to process
s browsing behavior and unique IDs, on this site. You
ces at any time by clicking on the Update Privacy

e bottom of the screen. We use this data to:

https://www.wandtv.com/news/illinois-student-teacher-allegedly-commented-about-shooting-student/article_847147a6-e004-11ef-8635-d367fa615a2b.html
https://www.gadgetreview.com/ai-prompts-to-beat-ats-and-land-job-interviews
https://www.gadgetreview.com/ai-prompts-to-beat-ats-and-land-job-interviews
https://www.gadgetreview.com/car-gadgets-that-make-your-drive-more-comfortable-and-less-irritating


No student reported her. No parent. No coworker. The flag was

entirely automated. Snapchat’s policy permits voluntary emergency

disclosures to law enforcement — no warrant required — when the

platform determines imminent harm exists. The algorithm makes

that initial call. Think of it like your Ring doorbell deciding to call 911

on its own, except the doorbell is reading your text messages.

On bodycam footage, Volpe described the message as “a joke” made

out of frustration, acknowledged it was “stupid,” and noted it was

sent “only to three people.”

IT Guy
@T3chFalcon · Follow

A 22-year-old student teacher in Illinois sent a 
private Snapchat message to her boyfriend and two 
roommates.

A student had walked up to her laptop and deleted 
her lesson plan mid-class. frustrated, she typed 
something like "should I shoot him" with a gun emoji. 
venting. four Show more

Abdulkadir | Cybersecurity @cyber_razz
A woman made a joke in a private Snapchat message. Snapchat’s 
AI reported it to the FBI. She was arrested before any human she 
sent it to ever reported her.

7:42 PM · Aug 1, 2026
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The school-safety argument is straightforward: after decades of

mass school shootings, any message referencing shooting a child

demands an immediate response. Deputies concluded there was no

actual threat — but only after arriving, interviewing her, and reviewing

her phone. The civil-liberties counterargument is equally blunt: an

opaque algorithm set the threshold for “risk of harm,” and Volpe

received zero notification before law enforcement walked into her

classroom.

What “Private” Actually Means Now
The gap between what users assume and what platforms actually do

with direct messages keeps widening.

Your Snapchat DMs feel like a locked apartment — but the building

management reportedly kept a spare key. End-to-end encrypted

apps like Signal are technically designed so platform operators

cannot read message content. Snapchat, according to reports,

retains the ability to scan at least some private messages server-

side. Similar controversies have surfaced on Facebook and

Instagram when automated systems flagged private content and

secretly tracking users and contacted authorities over potential self-

harm or violence.

The shorthand that emerged from this case — “Snapchat AI → FBI →
local police → school → arrest in under an hour” — is now the most

vivid public illustration of an surveillance app infrastructure most

users didn’t know was already running.

This case didn’t change any law. It produced no formal charges and

no Snapchat policy announcement. What it did produce was a clear

demonstration that the pipeline between your private messages and

a patrol car was already built, already operational, and considerably

faster than anyone venting into a group chat reasonably assumed.
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• ICE Collected Almost 1 Million DNA Profiles in 2025 –
Including Toddlers

OUR EDITORIAL PROCESS

At Gadget Review, our guides, reviews, and news are driven by

thorough human expertise and use our Trust Rating system and the

True Score. AI assists in refining our editorial process, ensuring that

every article is engaging, clear and succinct. See how we write our

content here →
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