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Special bricks to help birds put in
every new home in Scotland

A new law has been passed in Scotland which means that every new house

built in the country will have to have a swift brick in them.

A swift brick looks a bit like a normal brick, but it's hollow inside to allow birds

- like swifts - to nest in them.

According to charity RSPB (The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds) the

number of swifts in the UK has fallen by around 66% over the last 25 years.
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Conservationists say this is because of a lack of bugs to eat and places to

nest.

Swifts normally like to nest in little holes under the roofs of people's houses,

and once they find a cosy nest, they will return to the same place every year.

Scottish MPs hope that the new rules will help give the birds a boost.

What about the rest of the UK?

This little swift has made its home in a swift brick

So far the Scottish parliament is the only nation in the UK to make swift bricks

a legal requirement in new homes.
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Last year, the government rejected the proposal to make the bricks

mandatory in England.

Instead there will be 'suggestions' in 'planning guidance' for building new

homes.

Likewise the Senned in Wales also rejected the proposal in November last

year.

In Northern Ireland the government said they prefer to allow local councils to

make the decision, rather than it be a legal requirement.

Newsround Presspackers Penny and Bea found out more about swifts and visited a 'Super Swift street' in Salford

where they have put up lots of boxes for them to nest in.

Top swift facts

Swifts spend almost all of their time in the air - that means that they can

sleep, eat and even bathe whilst flying.

Speaking of flying, swifts have an impressive top speed of 69mph.

They also travel huge distances every year - around 22,000 km (or 14,000

miles).

This is because the birds like to stay warm, so they travel to the UK in the

summer, and migrate to Africa during the winter.
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In 2020, Swifts were added to the UK's red list of birds most in need of

conservation.

Watch Newsround

Top stories

Bite-sized videos

1:02

How to make a solar
eclipse pinhole
projector

0:50

Part of SpaceX rocket
crashes into the Moon

0:23

Ariana Grande to take
a break from singing
and shows

0:46

What is a
star?

Watch Newsround Watch Newsround - signed and subtitled
Cookies on the BBC website

We use cookies to give you the best online experience. Strictly necessary cookies are on by default.

Additional cookies are off by default.

Let me choose

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/news/watch_newsround
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/videos/cgrrgk856k1o
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/what-do-i-need-to-know-about-cookies/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/what-do-i-need-to-know-about-cookies/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/what-do-i-need-to-know-about-cookies/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/what-do-i-need-to-know-about-cookies/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/what-do-i-need-to-know-about-cookies/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/how-can-i-change-my-bbc-cookie-settings/


CBBC

CBBC iPlayer

Newsround

Bitesize

CBeebies

CBBC on TV

CBBC Help

Terms of Use About the BBC Privacy Policy Cookies Accessibility Help Parental Guidance Contact the BBC

Careers BBC emails for you Advertise with us Do not share or sell my info

Copyright © 2026 BBC. The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our approach to external linking.

Will new school uniform
rules in England affect
you?

15

Typhoon Dolphin: The
strongest storm to hit
China this year

1

Out of this world: When
and how to see the solar
eclipse in August 2026

7

Annoying noises on
holiday: Would cowbells
bother you?

8

Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann:
Huge Irish music festival
wraps up in Belfast

Fit for a king! Rare
chocolate tin sells for
double expected price

2

Happy News: Stories to
make you smile

Cookies on the BBC website

We use cookies to give you the best online experience. Strictly necessary cookies are on by default.

Additional cookies are off by default.

Let me choose

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/cbbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/guide/cbbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/curations/cbbc-help
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/terms
https://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/privacy
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies
https://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/guidance
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact
https://www.bbc.co.uk/careers
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcnewsletter
https://www.bbc.com/advertisingcontact/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/editorialguidelines/guidance/links-and-feeds
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/articles/cd9wg1g2z38o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/articles/cly5xy1x0nwo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/articles/c4gd8l0m7nwo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/articles/cd9w0eqnev4o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/articles/c3r09z9x13xo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/articles/c1e134gjq22o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/videos/c0ddx03wmwmo
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/what-do-i-need-to-know-about-cookies/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/what-do-i-need-to-know-about-cookies/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/what-do-i-need-to-know-about-cookies/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/what-do-i-need-to-know-about-cookies/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/what-do-i-need-to-know-about-cookies/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/how-can-i-change-my-bbc-cookie-settings/

