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Flock cameras are controversial to say the least. But the dystopian surveillance

company has at least one fan: Darth Vader.

A man dressed as the Star Wars villain spoke Wednesday night at a San Diego

City Council meeting regarding public safety. The unidentified man (he was only

addressed as “Darth Vader” when members of the public were allowed to speak)

walked up to the microphone with his trademark breathing audible.

“The Emperor is a fan of Flock, and we must continue utilizing Flock

technologies so that we can follow and surveil the rebel scum as they move

from playground to playground; from playground to pool; from pool to

gymnasium,” Mr. Vader said.

“Because we all know that the Flock cameras are not only following the license

plate readers, they are following children. They are following children in parks

and gymnasiums. And we need this. I need this so I can stalk my ex-girlfriend,”

the Dark Lord continued.

The people behind him were quite amused.

Countless law enforcement officers have been using Flock cameras to stalk

their ex-girlfriends, ex-wives, and other family members. The officers use Flock’s

technology to search for license plates, one of the many reasons public

backlash against Flock has been so brutal in recent months.

Darth Vader went on to talk about how storm drains in San Diego shouldn’t be

cleared, and more money should be used for “surveillance technology that

imprisons” the population. Vader also mocked claims that police services in the

city had become “more humanitarian,” comparing it to a Jedi mind trick. He also

praised a ban on camping in the city, which effectively criminalizes

homelessness.

“This technology will help us find Luke Skywalker as he traverses the universe in

his X-Wing. This technology is a necessary, necessary force,” said Vader.

Darth Vader also celebrated the Otay Mesa Detention Center in San Diego, the

ICE detention facility run by private prison company CoreCivic. The

concentration camp is notorious in the community as President Donald Trump

continues his purge of anyone in the country who’s not white.

The Dark Lord’s discussion of Flock was actually the second time he spoke

during the 3-hour meeting. His first appearance praised the council, saying the

“Chomo Emperor” was pleased, presumably a reference to President Trump

given his ties to Jeffrey Epstein. The word “chomo” is short for “child molester,”

though President Trump has never been charged with sexual offenses against

children.

“We do not need parks. We do not need libraries. We do not need daycare

centers. We do not need homeless shelters,” said Vader. “All we need is money

for our stormtroopers. And anyone that disagrees is part of the rebel alliance

and scum, and they should be taken away immediately.”

Flock has become a lightning rod of controversy with viral videos on social

media showing how to vandalize and destroy the cameras that blanket the U.S.

Many Flock cameras have been cut down, but some alleged vandals have been

arrested, including a 35-year-old man in Louisville, Kentucky, this week.

Flock didn’t immediately respond to questions Thursday about Darth Vader’s

testimony. Gizmodo will update this article if we hear back. And if you were the

man who dressed up as Darth Vader last night, drop us a line at

mnovak@gizmodo.com. We’d love to hear about your plans for keeping the rebel

scum in line.

EXPLORE MORE ON THESE TOPICS

SHARE THIS STORY

Sign up for our newsletters
Subscribe and interact with our community, get up to date with our customised

Newsletters and much more.

EMAIL ADDRESS SUBSCRIBE NOW

CRIME

‘The Emperor Is a Fan of Flock’: Darth Vader
Speaks at City Council Meeting
"This council was elected to serve the police, not the public," said Vader.

BY MATT NOVAK

PUBLISHED AUGUST 20, 2026, 1 :10 PM ET

READING TIME 3 MINUTES

A man dressed as Darth Vader speaks in favor of Flock Safety surveillance at a City Council meeting in San Diego, California, on Aug.

19, 2026. © San Diego City Council

FLOCK STAR WARS

GIZMODO IO9 EARTHER THE NEXT INTERFACE

The Best Tech and Gear for Back to School

2026

Latest news

AUG 20 10:50 PM

ChatGPT’s Mac App Can Now Control
iMessage, Which Apple Probably Won’t Like

AUG 20 8:00 PM

Netflix’s Anime NYC Line Up Is Ridiculously
Stacked

AUG 20 7:00 PM

There’s Life Before Watching ‘Bone
Tomahawk,’ and Then There’s Life After
Watching ‘Bone Tomahawk’

AUG 20 6:38 PM

Dave Bautista Is Kratos in ‘God of War’

AUG 20 6:00 PM

Bruce Campbell Has Been Retired as Ash for
a While, Actually

AUG 20 5:55 PM

Grok Is Having a Hard Time

AUG 20 5:15 PM

Bigfoot-Like Ancient Apes Might Have Been
Closer to Humans Than We Realize

AUG 20 5:10 PM

Republicans Turn to Elon Musk and AI Super
PACs for a Bailout Ahead of Midterms

SHOW ALL LATEST NEWS 

Latest Reviews

AUG 20 3:00 PM

The Best Tech and Gear for Back to School
2026

AUG 19 5:00 PM

Ozlo Sleepbuds 2 Review: Comfy Sleep
Earbuds With an Uncomfortable Price

AUG 19 4:45 PM

Google Pixel 11 Pro and 11 Pro XL Review:
Still Growing Into Their AI Shoes

NEWSLETTERS

Read More

00:00 02:08

Gizmodo

With our 219 With our 219 partnerspartners , we wish to store and access information on your devices (cookies, pixels in emails, etc.), combine, we wish to store and access information on your devices (cookies, pixels in emails, etc.), combine
and share your personal data with our partners, whether collected on this website or in our emails, already held by some ofand share your personal data with our partners, whether collected on this website or in our emails, already held by some of
us, or obtained later, including in other contexts.us, or obtained later, including in other contexts.

Processing this data (identifiers, browsing, preferences, purchases, loyalty programs, IP, postal addresses and emails,Processing this data (identifiers, browsing, preferences, purchases, loyalty programs, IP, postal addresses and emails,
phone, precise geolocation, etc.) allows developing and offering you services, content, commercial offers and ads acrossphone, precise geolocation, etc.) allows developing and offering you services, content, commercial offers and ads across
your devices and screens (including by email, post, SMS, phone, audio, and video), personalising them, measuring theiryour devices and screens (including by email, post, SMS, phone, audio, and video), personalising them, measuring their
performance, and analysing audiences.performance, and analysing audiences.

You can "accept all" and withdraw your consent at any time via the "cookies" footer linkYou can "accept all" and withdraw your consent at any time via the "cookies" footer link. You can also "set detailed. You can also "set detailed
preferences" and object to processing activities not subject to consent. These choices remain valid for 12 months.preferences" and object to processing activities not subject to consent. These choices remain valid for 12 months.

powered  by

https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2026/08/02/how-police-officers-used-vast-network-cameras-spy-their-exes/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2026/08/02/how-police-officers-used-vast-network-cameras-spy-their-exes/
https://bsky.app/profile/paleofuture.bsky.social/post/3mdbq3lhxtc2u
https://www.wave3.com/2026/08/19/louisville-man-arrested-after-police-say-he-shot-flock-camera/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?display=popup&u=https%3A%2F%2Fgizmodo.com%2Fdarth-vader-flock-city-council-2000801054%3Futm_source%3Dfacebook%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_campaign%3Dshare
https://threads.net/intent/post?text=%E2%80%98The%20Emperor%20Is%20a%20Fan%20of%20Flock%E2%80%99%3A%20Darth%20Vader%20Speaks%20at%20City%20Council%20Meeting&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgizmodo.com%2Fdarth-vader-flock-city-council-2000801054%3Futm_source%3Dthreads%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_campaign%3Dshare
https://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgizmodo.com%2Fdarth-vader-flock-city-council-2000801054%3Futm_source%3Dreddit%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_campaign%3Dshare&title=%E2%80%98The%20Emperor%20Is%20a%20Fan%20of%20Flock%E2%80%99%3A%20Darth%20Vader%20Speaks%20at%20City%20Council%20Meeting&type=link
https://gizmodo.com/tech/crime
https://gizmodo.com/author/mattnovak
https://gizmodo.com/tag/flock
https://gizmodo.com/tag/star-wars
https://gizmodo.com/darth-vader-flock-city-council-2000801054?utm_source=gizmodo.com&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=share
https://gizmodo.com/the-best-tech-and-gear-for-back-to-school-2026-2000800911
https://gizmodo.com/the-best-tech-and-gear-for-back-to-school-2026-2000800911
https://gizmodo.com/the-best-tech-and-gear-for-back-to-school-2026-2000800911
https://gizmodo.com/the-best-tech-and-gear-for-back-to-school-2026-2000800911
https://gizmodo.com/chatgpts-mac-app-can-now-control-imessage-which-apple-probably-wont-like-2000801353
https://gizmodo.com/netflixs-anime-nyc-line-up-is-ridiculously-stacked-2000800920
https://gizmodo.com/theres-life-before-watching-bone-tomahawk-and-then-theres-life-after-watching-bone-tomahawk-2000801193
https://gizmodo.com/dave-bautista-is-kratos-in-god-of-war-2000801315
https://gizmodo.com/bruce-campbell-has-been-retired-as-ash-for-a-while-actually-2000801239
https://gizmodo.com/grok-is-having-a-hard-time-2000801255
https://gizmodo.com/bigfoot-like-ancient-apes-might-have-been-closer-to-humans-than-we-realize-2000801208
https://gizmodo.com/republicans-turn-to-elon-musk-and-ai-super-pacs-for-a-bailout-ahead-of-midterms-2000801160
https://gizmodo.com/latest
https://gizmodo.com/the-best-tech-and-gear-for-back-to-school-2026-2000800911
https://gizmodo.com/ozlo-sleepbuds-2-review-comfy-sleep-earbuds-with-an-uncomfortable-price-2000800334
https://gizmodo.com/google-pixel-11-pro-review-2000800535
https://gizmodo.com/bose-quietcomfort-headphones-2nd-gen-review-still-more-quiet-and-comfortable-than-most-2000798413
https://gizmodo.com/newsletters
https://gizmodo.com/
https://cmp.sirdata.com/


Related Articles
The Best Tech and Gear for Back to School 2026
Whether your budget is $10 or $1,300, we've got tech and gear

recommendations that will make the new semester more productive and

entertaining.

OTHER GADGETS RAYMOND WONG, KYLE BARR, JAMES PERO, AND MATT WI… AUG 20

Returned, a Popular ‘Star Wars’ Art Series Has
[Exclusive]
Artist Mike Mitchell is bringing back his beautiful, detailed 'Star Wars'

portraits after five years away.

TOYS & COLLECTIBLES GERMAIN LUSSIER AUG 20

‘Star Wars Visions: Tsukumo’ Adds a Fascinating
Twist to Order 66
VIZ Media’s prequel‑era manga follows an Order 66 survivor locked in a

fatal clash with an Imperial droid acting as the fandom’s mouthpiece,

airing out everything wrong with the Jedi—and whether they deserved to

be destroyed.

BOOKS & COMICS ISAIAH COLBERT AUG 19

‘Star Wars: Starfighter’ Was Inspired by a Francis
Ford Coppola Classic
Director Shawn Levy and Ryan Gosling were both heavily inspired by 'The

Outsiders.'

MOVIES GERMAIN LUSSIER AUG 18

‘Star Wars’ and Marvel’s Futures May Put Animation
Front and Center
If 'Star Wars' or Marvel have any future in TV, it seems it'll mostly be some

animated adventures.

TELEVISION JUSTIN CARTER AUG 16

We Just Saw the First Footage From ‘Star Wars:
Starfighter’
Ryan Gosling and Flynn Gray star in the first post-'Rise of Skywalker' 'Star

Wars' adventure, out May 28, 2027.

MOVIES GERMAIN LUSSIER AUG 15

©2026 GIZMODO USA LLC.

All rights reserved.

  𝕏   

About Us Jobs Product Review Newsletters

YOUR PRIVACY CHOICES PRIVACY POLICY TERMS OF USE ACCESSIBILITY ADVERTISING & LICENSING

We may earn a commission when you buy through links on our sites.

Other editions 

AUG 16 11:30 AM

Bose QuietComfort Headphones (2nd Gen)
Review: Still More Quiet and Comfortable
Than Most

AUG 16 9:30 AM

Schlage Sense Pro Review: Who Needs a Key
Anyway?

AUG 13 6:00 PM

Viture Pro 2 Review: A Dark Horse in the
Entry-Level AR Glasses Race

AUG 12 9:00 AM

Insta360 X6 Review: The King of 360
Cameras Reclaims Its Crown

AUG 10 2:05 PM

Samsung Odyssey G80HS Monitor Review:
6K Isn’t the Future of Gaming

SHOW ALL LATEST REVIEWS 

Read More

00:00 02:08

Gizmodo

With our 219 With our 219 partnerspartners , we wish to store and access information on your devices (cookies, pixels in emails, etc.), combine, we wish to store and access information on your devices (cookies, pixels in emails, etc.), combine
and share your personal data with our partners, whether collected on this website or in our emails, already held by some ofand share your personal data with our partners, whether collected on this website or in our emails, already held by some of
us, or obtained later, including in other contexts.us, or obtained later, including in other contexts.

Processing this data (identifiers, browsing, preferences, purchases, loyalty programs, IP, postal addresses and emails,Processing this data (identifiers, browsing, preferences, purchases, loyalty programs, IP, postal addresses and emails,
phone, precise geolocation, etc.) allows developing and offering you services, content, commercial offers and ads acrossphone, precise geolocation, etc.) allows developing and offering you services, content, commercial offers and ads across
your devices and screens (including by email, post, SMS, phone, audio, and video), personalising them, measuring theiryour devices and screens (including by email, post, SMS, phone, audio, and video), personalising them, measuring their
performance, and analysing audiences.performance, and analysing audiences.

You can "accept all" and withdraw your consent at any time via the "cookies" footer linkYou can "accept all" and withdraw your consent at any time via the "cookies" footer link. You can also "set detailed. You can also "set detailed
preferences" and object to processing activities not subject to consent. These choices remain valid for 12 months.preferences" and object to processing activities not subject to consent. These choices remain valid for 12 months.

powered  by

https://gizmodo.com/the-best-tech-and-gear-for-back-to-school-2026-2000800911
https://gizmodo.com/the-best-tech-and-gear-for-back-to-school-2026-2000800911
https://gizmodo.com/reviews/other-gadgets
https://gizmodo.com/returned-a-popular-star-wars-art-series-has-exclusive-2000800004
https://gizmodo.com/returned-a-popular-star-wars-art-series-has-exclusive-2000800004
https://gizmodo.com/io9/toys-and-collectibles
https://gizmodo.com/author/germainlussier
https://gizmodo.com/star-wars-visions-tsukumo-manga-viz-media-book-review-2000800279
https://gizmodo.com/star-wars-visions-tsukumo-manga-viz-media-book-review-2000800279
https://gizmodo.com/io9/books-comics
https://gizmodo.com/author/icolbert
https://gizmodo.com/star-wars-starfighter-was-inspired-by-a-francis-ford-coppola-classic-2000799631
https://gizmodo.com/star-wars-starfighter-was-inspired-by-a-francis-ford-coppola-classic-2000799631
https://gizmodo.com/io9/movies
https://gizmodo.com/author/germainlussier
https://gizmodo.com/star-wars-and-marvels-futures-may-put-animation-front-and-center-2000798892
https://gizmodo.com/star-wars-and-marvels-futures-may-put-animation-front-and-center-2000798892
https://gizmodo.com/io9/television
https://gizmodo.com/author/gigawattconduit
https://gizmodo.com/we-just-saw-the-first-footage-from-star-wars-starfighter-2000796665
https://gizmodo.com/we-just-saw-the-first-footage-from-star-wars-starfighter-2000796665
https://gizmodo.com/io9/movies
https://gizmodo.com/author/germainlussier
https://gizmodo.com/
https://facebook.com/gizmodo
https://facebook.com/gizmodo
https://instagram.com/gizmodo
https://instagram.com/gizmodo
https://x.com/Gizmodo
https://www.linkedin.com/company/gizmodo-usa
https://www.linkedin.com/company/gizmodo-usa
https://www.youtube.com/gizmodo
https://www.youtube.com/gizmodo
https://gizmodo.com/feed
https://gizmodo.com/feed
https://gizmodo.com/about
https://gizmodo.com/jobs
https://gizmodo.com/how-gizmodo-tests-products
https://gizmodo.com/newsletter
https://gizmodo.com/privacy-policy
https://gizmodo.com/terms-of-service
https://gizmodo.com/accessibility
https://gizmodo.com/advertise-with-us
https://gizmodo.com/bose-quietcomfort-headphones-2nd-gen-review-still-more-quiet-and-comfortable-than-most-2000798413
https://gizmodo.com/schlage-sense-pro-review-who-needs-a-key-anyway-2000794020
https://gizmodo.com/viture-pro-2-review-a-dark-horse-in-the-entry-level-ar-glasses-race-2000796684
https://gizmodo.com/insta360-x6-review-the-king-of-360-cameras-reclaims-its-crown-2000797308
https://gizmodo.com/samsung-odyssey-g80hs-monitor-review-6k-isnt-the-future-of-gaming-2000796172
https://gizmodo.com/reviews
https://cmp.sirdata.com/

