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Valid Words Remaining

12974

Undos Remaining

5

Random starting word

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L

ENTER Z X C V B N M

Welcome to Don’t Wordle

Don’t Wordle is a free daily puzzle with similar appearance and gameplay as Wordle. In Wordle, the

goal is to guess the 5 letter hidden word. In Don’t Wordle, the goal is to not guess the hidden word.

Just like Wordle, after each guess, each letter is labeled as either green (correct letter, correct spot),

yellow (correct letter, incorrect spot), or gray (letter not in the word). However, the strategy and feel of

the game is completely different to Wordle, and many users find it frustrating. The full rules are

explained here.

Wordle is calibrated so that it’s hard to win on the first guess, but the clues usually nudge you toward

the answer before you run out of guesses. It’s surprisingly tough to lose Wordle if you’re making an

honest attempt to try to win. By the same virtue, it is surprisingly difficult to win at Don’t Wordle,

because the game forces you to respect the information you have learned in previous guesses (i.e.

you must re-use green letters in the same spot, and re-use yellow letters in a new spot) while still

avoiding the hidden word. The valid words remaining shows at the top of the page to clue you in on

how many words you can still play. It’s quite surprising just how quickly the number decreases. If the

number gets uncomfortably low, you can use an undo to reverse course.

There are many different strategies for playing Don’t Wordle. The most basic strategy is to make a

few guesses to derive the hidden word without accidentally guessing it, then undoing to reset the

game and then you can intentionally avoid letters in the hidden word. It’s also very popular to use

words with less common and repeat letters to save as many useful letters as possible for the later

guesses. However, the "Purist" strategy is to start with a random word, not use any undos, and only

use "common" words—that’s closest to the spirit of the game of trying to make an honest attempt to

lose at Wordle.
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HOW TO PLAY

Don't Wordle is just like Wordle but the opposite.

In Wordle, the goal is to guess a particular 5 letter word in 6 or
fewer tries. In Don't Wordle, the goal is to NOT guess the word.

The catch is that your word attempts must respect the
information you have learned in previous guesses.

1. 🟩 - Once you place a letter correctly, then future guesses
must contain that same letter in the same position

2. 🟨 - Once you place a correct letter in an incorrect location,
then future guesses must contain that letter in a different
location

3. ⬜ - Once letters have been guessed and eliminated, then
you can no longer use them

The number of valid words remaining appears at the top, and it
will shrink with each guess. If the number gets too low, you can
use one of your "UNDOs" to reverse course.

Be careful! If you accidentally enter the Wordle word, the game is
over even if you have some UNDOs remaining.
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