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Niccolo

Niccolo is not a real person. But his life story is created from the statistical reality of the Italian
Peninsula in 1792 CE.

D See an Al image of what he might have looked like. @
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Niccolo was born in the countryside near Rome, in 1792 CE. His hamlet was home to
about 30 people. He lived in a half-timbered thatched house. Of five children, Niccolo was
the second. His mother died when he was 24; his father when he was 39. He mostly ate
wheat bread, beans and cheese, pork, and greens and onions, with grapes, figs, and olives

for fruit. He stood some 156 cm tall (5 ft 1 in).

He never married. Niccolo had no children. The greatest distance he ever travelled was 5
days' walk, as far as Naples. Niccolo spoke a regional Italian dialect, and his faith was

Christianity. He worked as a farmer.

When he was 17, ash from the distant eruption of an unidentified volcano in the tropics

dimmed the sky, and the harvest failed. The Italian famine of 1817 reached his district
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when he was 25. Halley's Comet crossed the sky when he was 43. He was 67 when the

fighting in Italy began.

Death came at 91, of pneumonia or influenza. After death, he was buried in the

churchyard.
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