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NYC: Come see a screening of Sean Wilsey’s powerful new 9/11

documentary, XI IX, this Saturday, September 19.

Click for details.
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For as long as humans have created SHIT with our BODIES AND

BUTTS, we have been asking this FUNDAMENTAL

QUESTION: What if there were a COMPUTER that could

ALSO SHIT?

It was this IRONCLAD CERTAINTY about people

UNIVERSALLY WANTING MACHINE-GENERATED SHIT

that drove us to create THE SHIT MACHINE, the machine that

RAINS SHIT.

The way this TRANSFORMATIONAL AND FOUL-

SMELLING TECHNOLOGY WORKS is by taking shit particles

and BLASTING THEM INTO RAIN CLOUDS, and then

SOME STUFF HAPPENS that we ASSUME IS COOL AND

M c S W E E N E Y ’ S
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Dave Eggers silkscreen

prints to benefit the

new International

Library of Youth

Writing! Purchase

your own unique piece

of art and check back

regularly for more.

SCIENCE BUT ACTUALLY CAN’T EXPLAIN,

and then those clouds aggregate a bunch of the

airborne shit particles into COHERENT-SEEMING

PIECES OF SHIT that are ALL-NEW and NOT

JUST THE OLD SHIT REASSEMBLED BUT

FASTER.

The miraculous Shit-Raining Machine, from which

there will be NO HOPE OF RELIEF, promises to

unlock PREVIOUSLY UNIMAGINABLE AND

CURRENTLY VAGUE BENEFITS FOR

HUMANKIND, such as:

Business things

Other stuff

WE MUST CREATE IT

Could the Shit Machine END WORLD HUNGER? It’s NOT

IMPOSSIBLE in the most LITERAL SENSE, which is all the

justification we need to invest an AMOUNT OF MONEY that

would OTHERWISE BY ITSELF END ACTUAL WORLD

HUNGER.

Could it CURE CANCER? We DON’T KNOW, which is the

same as: YES.
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Hark. The

McSweeney’s Advent

Calendar has

returned, and this

time it’s bringing

along a dependent.

Could it SOLVE GLOBAL WARMING? If the Shit

Machine can SHIT OUT something as COMPLEX

as “NOT BURNING STUFF,” then ALMOST

DEFINITELY.

I asked everyone I know at the BIG TECH

HUMAN CENTIPEDE ROUNDTABLE, and we

all agreed that UNCONTROLLABLE SHIT-RAIN

IS USEFUL AND GREAT, and that EVERYONE WANTS IT.

Also, that it was IN RETROSPECT A GREAT IDEA TO PUT

EVERYTHING ON COMPUTERS.

To help humans adjust to the NEW REALITY that is about to be

ushered in by the UNQUESTIONING AND UNIVERSAL

ADOPTION OF THE SHIT MACHINE, we will also be creating

an APP that will allow you to POINT YOUR PHONE at the

SHIT from the SHIT MACHINE, and this APP will tell you

“THAT’S SHIT,” if it’s SHIT.

NOTE: Even if it’s NOT SHIT, the app MIGHT STILL TELL

YOU IT’S SHIT.

We have not been this EXCITED about SHIT-BASED

TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS since the advent of

the SHITAVERSE, which we all LOVED and DEFINITELY

NEEDED and CONTINUE NOT TO BE ABLE TO GET
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Out now from the

editors of McSweeney’s

Internet Tendency.

“This book is the

catharsis we all need.

It’s not easy to make

this current political

moment funny, but

Greaves and Hogan

pull it off again and

again.” —Nikki

Glaser

ENOUGH OF and should NEVER SPEAK

ANOTHER WORD OF AGAIN.

CHINA MUST NOT OBTAIN THE SHIT

MACHINE.

Because we are RESPONSIBLE STEWARDS OF

THE FUTURE OF THE HUMAN RACE, we have

also created SPECIALIZED SHIT-SHIELDING

UMBRELLAS, which will be necessary to prevent

you from becoming COVERED IN THE

SCALDING SHIT-RAIN. Please note that the

SHITBRELLA, which is the only umbrella perfectly

formulated to withstand the Shit Machine’s

MERCILESS AND UNENDING DELUGE OF FIRESHIT, and

will be available to you for an INITIALLY REASONABLE

SUBSCRIPTION FEE, only works up to a certain degree and

cannot for example protect you against an ONRUSHING RIVER

OF BLAZING SHIT, which will also be HAPPENING FOR

SOME REASON, all of which is DISCLAIMED AT LENGTH in

the Shitbrella’s TERMS OF SERVICE.

To stop the WALL OF SHIT LAVA from WRECKING YOUR

HOUSE AND BICYCLE, you will actually need to purchase the

SHIT DAM, which is SOLD SEPARATELY, and which we are
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“When a new

McSweeney’s

Quarterly is released,

you’d better drop

whatever it is you’re

doing and check it

out.”

—PRINT Magazine

Please help support our writers and keep our site ad-free by becoming a
patron.

Become a patron

Subscribe to McSweeney’s Internet Tendency’s
Substack

Subscribe to McSweeney’s Internet Tendency’s

WORKING SEMI-FEVERISHLY TO CREATE from our NEW

ZEALAND BUNKER.

ALL HAIL THE SHIT DAM.

Lest you think we intend to create this HELLSCAPE

OF SHIT without any input from THE EVERYDAY

HUMANS who might be affected by our

BUBBLING SHIT CAULDRON FUTURE, please
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Being a Luddite Is Cool and All, but Have You Seen the

Hilarious Tapestries These New Looms Are Making?
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“This is the kind of

magazine you keep on

your bookshelves with

your favorite

books.”—Cece Bell,

author of El Deafo

Winner of the

National Magazine

Award. Subscribe to

The Believer today!

Do you hear what I

hear? Your favorite

holiday tradition has

returned.
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Backrooms, but for Introverts

by JULIE K LAUSNER

S E P T E M B E R  1 7 ,  2 0 2 6

Sculpture Weather

by ALI FITZGERALD

McSweeney’s is an independent nonprofit publishing company based in San

Francisco.

As well as operating a daily humor website, we also publish Timothy McSweeney’s

Quarterly Concern, Illustoria and an ever-growing selection of books under various

imprints. You can buy all of these things from our online store. You can support us

today by making a donation.

McSweeney’s accepts no writing aided in any manner by AI. Before publishing any

writing—from a letter to a book-length work—authors published at McSweeney’s

will be asked to attest that AI played no part in the creation or writing of that work.

We are committed to our environment. Each year, we purchase carbon offsets

commensurate with our estimate of the impact of the printing, shipping, and travel

necessary to publish our books and magazines. We are continually working to
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minimize our impact on the planet by examining every business decision through a

lens of sustainability. To support this effort, or to learn more, please write to

executive director Amanda Uhle.
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