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AI-Assisted Starling Desktop Introduces 3D View With "Walkable 3D
Waterfront City"

Written by Michael Larabel in Desktop on 20 September 2026 at 06:49 AM EDT. 16 Comments
From a few months ago you may recall Starling as the new Linux desktop written with its own Wayland
compositor, using the Swift programming language, and written in large part via AI with Claude Code. Out

today is Starling 0.5 with this desktop now gaining an optional 3D desktop mode.

The optional 3D desktop mode for Starling is self-described in today's release announcement as:

"Starling keeps the familiar 2D desktop and adds a walkable 3D waterfront city. Open the control panel and
choose 3D Desktop to change perspectives. The city includes moving boats, traffic and clouds, a clock tower,
sunset lighting, and cream, bronze and sage window chrome.
...
Chrome, Video Player, Files, Terminal and the other desktop apps remain real windows. Switch between them
with Alt + Tab, or bring a live preview forward from the rail. Double-click a window's outer title bar to center
the view on it. Popups follow their parent window in the scene.

Each display has its own scene and camera. Walking, turning or pointer-driven parallax on one display leaves
the other display's view unchanged. Scene rendering shares a backend while keeping each output's camera and
render target independent."

Claude Fable 5.1 worked on this new Starling release.

This 3D desktop option for Starling reminds me a bit of Sun Microsystem's Project Looking Glass covered on Phoronix 20
years ago: see screenshots of Looking Glass for that wild throwback.

Starling 0.5 also now supports Windows through WSL2 with Ubuntu 26.04 and using the RDP display mode.

Those curious can learn more about the Starling 0.5 desktop release and its optional 3D city mode via GitHub.

16 Comments

Related News
Linux Mint Debuts Xepub As New EPUB Reader, Clockenstein Calendar App
COSMIC Epoch 1.8 Provides Latest Fixes & Minor Improvements For This Rust Desktop
COSMIC Epoch 1.7 Released: No Longer Slow Browsing Network Filesystems
COSMIC Epoch 1.6 Released With Per-App Volume Control, Remote Desktop Preparations
Omarchy 4.0 Linux Distro Released With Desktop Shell Now Implemented Via Quickshell
Flatpak 1.19 Released With Nine Security Fixes

About The Author

Michael Larabel is the principal author of Phoronix.com and founded the site in 2004 with a focus on enriching the Linux
hardware experience. Michael has written more than 20,000 articles covering the state of Linux hardware support, Linux
performance, graphics drivers, and other topics. Michael is also the lead developer of the Phoronix Test Suite, Phoromatic,
and OpenBenchmarking.org automated benchmarking software. He can be followed via Twitter, LinkedIn, or contacted via
MichaelLarabel.com.

Popular News This Week
Void Linux Maintainer Orphans 100+ Packages Over AI Policy Dispute
Intel Reverses Decision To Cancel Their Open-Source Font Project
BFS File-System Being Removed For Linux 7.4
Linux Patched For Silent User-Space Data Loss Bug That's Existed Since 2023
Debian 13.7 Released With Many Bug Fixes
Ubuntu 26.10 Moves cp, mv & rm Over To Rust Coreutils For 100% Transition
Google's "Painful To Maintain" Binder C Linux Driver Being Removed In Favor Of Rust
Intel Linux NPU Driver Only Now Officially Supports Ubuntu 26.04 LTS
Latest Linux News
Linux 7.3-rc4 Released: More Fixes Caught By LLMs, But Nothing Too Scary
Important x86 Fixes Merged Ahead Of Linux 7.3-rc4
Gzip 1.15 Released With Many Bug Fixes For Issues Present Since Its Inception
KDE To Focus On Next-Gen Styling, Better Documentation & KDE For Enterprise
AI-Assisted Starling Desktop Introduces 3D View With "Walkable 3D Waterfront City"
Linux 7.3-rc4 To Address Two Unfortunate Bugs With Btrfs
Simple Optimization For Linux 7.4 Can Open Files For Reading ~39% Faster
GNOME OS Turns To Zswap To Deal With OOM Issues, Progress On Geary Email Client Fork
KDE Plasma 6.8 Seeing More Polishing & Fixes, Plasma 6.9 Begins Seeing More Activity
Help Linux Hardware Testing & Reviews Continue While Enjoying Phoronix Without Ads
Show Your Support, Go Premium

Phoronix Premium allows ad-free access to the site, multi-page articles on a single page, and other features while supporting
this site's continued operations.

Latest Featured Articles
AMD Strix Halo Enjoys Some Performance Gains On Ubuntu 26.10, Especially With amd64v3
Intel Granite Rapids WS vs. AMD Threadripper Zen 5 SMT Performance
Ubuntu 26.10 amd64v3 Can Provide A Nice Boost For Low-End/Budget Hardware
Linux 7.3 Delivering Some Performance Gains On Intel Panther Lake / Framework Laptop 13 Pro
CachyOS vs. Windows 11 vs. Ubuntu 26.04 LTS On Intel Wildcat Lake + 8GB RAM
Support Phoronix

The mission at Phoronix since 2004 has centered around enriching the Linux hardware experience. In addition to supporting
our site through advertisements, you can help by subscribing to Phoronix Premium. You can also contribute to Phoronix
through tips/donations via PayPal or Stripe.

Phoronix Media

Contact
Michael Larabel

Phoronix Premium

We value your privacy
We and our partners use cookies to personalize content, serve targeted ads, and analyze site traffic. You can
accept, reject, or customize your choices by clicking 'Manage My Choices'.

Our 238 technology partners are seeking your consent for their own data processing purposes.

Accept

Reject All

Manage My Choices

https://x.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.phoronix.com%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Ebuttonembed%7Ctwterm%5Eshare%7Ctwgr%5E&related=michaellarabel&text=AI-Assisted%20Starling%20Desktop%20Introduces%203D%20View%20With%20%22Walkable%203D%20Waterfront%20City%22&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.phoronix.com%2Fnews%2FStarling-0.5-3D-Desktop&via=phoronix
https://www.phoronix.com/
https://www.phoronix.com/
https://www.phoronix.com/reviews
https://www.phoronix.com/news
https://www.phoronix.com/forums/
https://www.phoronix.com/phoronix-premium
https://www.phoronix.com/contact
https://www.phoronix.com/reviews
https://www.phoronix.com/news
https://www.phoronix.com/forums/
https://www.phoronix.com/phoronix-premium
https://www.phoronix.com/contact
https://www.phoronix.com/reviews/Computers
https://www.phoronix.com/reviews/Display+Drivers
https://www.phoronix.com/reviews/Graphics+Cards
https://www.phoronix.com/reviews/Linux+Gaming
https://www.phoronix.com/reviews/Memory
https://www.phoronix.com/reviews/Motherboards
https://www.phoronix.com/reviews/Processors
https://www.phoronix.com/reviews/Software
https://www.phoronix.com/reviews/Storage
https://www.phoronix.com/reviews/Operating+Systems
https://www.phoronix.com/reviews/Peripherals
https://www.michaellarabel.com/
https://www.phoronix.com/linux/Desktop
https://www.phoronix.com/forums/node/1659083
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Starling-Swift-Desktop
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Starling-Swift-Desktop
https://www.phoronix.com/search/Project+Looking+Glass
https://www.phoronix.com/review/610
https://github.com/starling-build/starling/releases/tag/v0.5.0
https://www.phoronix.com/forums/node/1659083
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Linux-Mint-Xepub-Clockenstein
https://www.phoronix.com/news/COSMIC-Epoch-1.8
https://www.phoronix.com/news/COSMIC-Epoch-1.7
https://www.phoronix.com/news/COSMIC-Epoch-1.6
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Omarchy-4.0-Released
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Flatpak-1.19-Released
https://twitter.com/MichaelLarabel
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michaellarabel/
https://www.michaellarabel.com/
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Void-Linux-AI-Policy-Orphan
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Intel-One-Mono-Saved
https://www.phoronix.com/news/BFS-Filesystem-To-Be-Removed
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Linux-7.3-Fix-Silent-Data-Loss
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Debian-13.7-Released
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Ubuntu-Completes-Rust-Coreutils
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Google-Binder-C-Goodbye
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Intel-Linux-NPU-Driver-1.38
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Linux-7.3-rc4
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Linux-7.3-rc4-x86-Fixes
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Gzip-1.15-Released
https://www.phoronix.com/news/KDE-Goals-To-2028
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Starling-0.5-3D-Desktop
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Btrfs-Fixes-For-Linux-7.3-rc4
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Linux-7.4-Faster-Do-Open
https://www.phoronix.com/news/GNOME-OS-Goes-Zswap
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Plasma-6.8-Post-Beta-Fixes
https://www.phoronix.com/news/Phoronix-Oktoberfest-2026
https://www.phoronix.com/phoronix-premium
https://www.phoronix.com/review/ubuntu-2610-strix-halo
https://www.phoronix.com/review/amd-zen5-intel-gnr-ws-smt
https://www.phoronix.com/review/ubuntu-2610-amd64v3-lowend
https://www.phoronix.com/review/linux-73-panther-lake
https://www.phoronix.com/review/wildcat-lake-windows-linux
https://www.phoronix.com/phoronix-premium
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=EA79CCDLNFJNW
https://buy.stripe.com/28o02d1yG1Lp8H67ss
https://www.phoronix.com/contact
https://www.phoronix.com/michaellarabel

