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Google Play now lets
anyone build private,
vibe-coded apps that run
on Android

Sarah Perez 10:00 AM PDT · October 13, 2026

Your vibe-coded applications can now be easily run on

Android smartphones without having to first go public

on the Google Play Store, the tech giant announced on

Tuesday. A new feature will allow users to launch their

own personal apps on their device via Google Play using

their standard Google account, but they will remain

completely private.

These personal apps won’t show up in Google Play’s

search or listing pages, and won’t be shared with

anyone except for the app’s creator.

The idea comes as more people are experimenting with

building their own applications via AI for specific,

personal needs. However, being able to use that app on

their own Android device has meant publishing to

Google Play, making it accessible to the Play Store’s

some 3 billion users. That led many to limit their vibe-

coding efforts to web apps that could run on any device

instead of something built natively for Android.

Now, Google says Android device owners can vibe-code

an app using Google AI Studio, then launch it for their

own use.
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These apps are still required to comply with Google

Play’s existing policies but allow users to experiment

more directly with building apps for Android.

Initially, the feature will be available to users in the U.S.,

age 18 and up.

“That’s why the future of apps on Google Play is

personal, secure, and built by everyone — and it’s why

Play is leading the charge and moving from ‘there’s an

app for that’ to ‘there’s an app for me,’” said Sam Bright,

Google’s VP and GM for the Google Play and Developer

Ecosystem, in a press briefing ahead of Tuesday’s

launch. “We started Google Play with a simple goal: to

connect you with the apps you love. But after today, we

hope it’s clear: Play has evolved to become so much

more than that.”

In the months ahead, the company said that users will

be able to share their vibe-coded creations with a

network of trusted friends. That means the apps you

built for family or friends, or maybe your child’s T-ball

league, could be used with a small group of people,

without having to go public on the Play Store.

And if the app ever really becomes popular, there will be

a way to shift the personal app to one that’s published

on the Google Play Store for everyone to try, after

completing the trust and safety reviews.

Related to AI’s impact on app development, Google said

it’s also building better ways to curate the Google Play

experience — for instance, by leveraging Google’s AI to

create a personalized game recommendation engine,

called Game Finder. The feature, first available in the U.S.

in English, will be based on what the user likes to play

combined with Google’s knowledge derived from its

game community’s 1.2 billion players.
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Google will also allow users to curate their own lists of

games, post questions about games to a new

Community Posts section, and join new 48-hour gaming

challenges called Sprints, among other gaming-related

feature updates.

IMAGE CREDITS:GOOGLE

Plus, the Play Store’s built-in AI assistant, Ask Play, is

being updated to offer comparisons, allowing users to

see the key differences between similar applications.

Google Play apps and games will also be more deeply

integrated into Gemini’s conversations.

The changes are rolling out alongside Google Play’s new

support for an age-range feature that allows parents to

share their child’s age range, but not their exact

birthdate, with developers to get an age-appropriate

experience.
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