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About
Bismillah, c'est les ténèbres (In the name of God, darkness is upon us) is a catchphrase
taken from Snapchat screenshots showing suspicious accounts asking information about
student whereabouts and gathering plans during the 2026 French high school student protest.
One of those accounts wrote the catchphrase to pass off as a fellow protester but eventually
appeared as using obvious racist stereotypes of North African slangs. From that point on, the
phrase became a rallying cry during the protests thoughout France, appearing on banners and
spawning images and videos making fun of the police.

Origins
The 2026 French Students Protests  is an ongoing event that started on September 18th, alerting on poor working
conditions inside a majority of high schools around France and later Belgium, listing overcrowded classrooms, missing
teachers, poorly maintained buildings and facilities, longer timetables and stressful conditions as the main sources of
protest.
Soon, the French governement responded by sending riot police officers (CRS) to maintain control, escalating into riots
and injuries, sometimes serious. Amidst these events, in early October, several snapchat screenshots began
circulating on the French web and around student circles, showcasing suspicious accounts with stereotypical African
usernames asking for information about the protests, plans, gatherings and equipments involved.
One of such messages (shown below) included the strange sentence "Bismillah, c'est les ténèbres", seemingly trying
to mimick French teen slangs mixing arabic words.

Spread
Immediately recognizing it as a failed racist attempt by the police to infiltrate protesters online, students began using
the catchphrase everywhere , spearheading it as a slogan for the protests themselves , which caught the attention of
most national news outlets (shown below).

On October 15th, YouTube User Aidanectera posted a short summing up the situation and the meme for English
speakers (shown below):

Greta Thunberg's endorsement
As the protests grew and began gathering more demonstrators including parents, teachers and public workers, Greta
Thunberg joined in as early as October 13th, delivering speeches to the youth and speaking with several mayors.
She also appeared in a video by activist group l'Oeil au Beurre Noir in which she was asked to utter the phrase and
then obliged (shown below).

Examples

Search

External Références
 Wikipedia – 2026 French Student Protests

 Huffington Post – Comment l'infiltration raciste des policiers est devenue un meme

 FranceInfo – Comment Bismillah, c'est les ténèbres est devenu un slogan de la mobilisation lycéenne

Sign up for our Newsletter

Comments ( 0 )

Latest Images

3,416
0
1
0

Bismillah C'est Les Ténèbres
Updated a day ago by Tomberry.

Added 3 days ago by Tomberry.

0

Advertisement

Advertisement

[1]

Advertisement

[2] [3]

[1]

[2]

[3]

Recent Videos

There are no videos currently available.

+ Add a Video

Recent Images 1 total

     

+ Add an Image

Advertisement

Show comments

Like us on Facebook!    Like   1.8M   Share     Save     Tweet

PROTIP: Press 'i' to view the image gallery, 'v' to view the video gallery, or 'r' to view a random entry.

Know Your Meme

Tra La La S…  Malfoid / Fe…  Scientists R…  Images  Memes

Search the world's largest internet culture authority...

  Meme Encyclopedia     Media     Editorials     More       

Welcome to Know Your Meme

Know Your Meme asks for your consent to use

your personal data to:

Personalised advertising and content, advertising and content

measurement, audience research and services development

Store and/or access information on a device

Your personal data will be processed and information from your device

(cookies, unique identifiers, and other device data) may be stored by,

accessed by and shared with 630 partners, or used specifically by this site.

We and our partners may use precise geolocation data. 

Some vendors may process your personal data on the basis of legitimate

interest, which you can object to by managing your options below. Look

for a link at the bottom of this page or in the site menu to manage or

withdraw consent in privacy and cookie settings.

Learn more

List of partners.

Manage options

Do not consent Consent

https://knowyourmeme.com/categories/meme
https://knowyourmeme.com/types/catchphrase?status=all
https://knowyourmeme.com/search?query=year%3A2026
https://knowyourmeme.com/search?q=tags%3A%28%22france%22%29
https://knowyourmeme.com/search?q=tags%3A%28%22protest%22%29
https://knowyourmeme.com/search?q=tags%3A%28%22french%22%29
https://knowyourmeme.com/search?q=tags%3A%28%22snapchat%22%29
https://knowyourmeme.com/search?q=tags%3A%28%22police%22%29
https://knowyourmeme.com/search?q=tags%3A%28%22highschool%22%29
https://knowyourmeme.com/search?q=tags%3A%28%22student%22%29
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bismillah,_c%27est_les_t%C3%A9n%C3%A8bres
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/catchphrases
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/sites/snapchat
https://knowyourmeme.com/photos/3332948-bismillah-cest-les-tenebres
https://knowyourmeme.com/photos/3332948-bismillah-cest-les-tenebres
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/sites/youtube
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/sites/wikipedia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2026_French_student_protests
https://www.huffingtonpost.fr/france/video/bismillah-c-est-les-tenebres-l-infiltration-raciste-de-policiers-parmi-les-lyceens-est-devenue-un-meme_337493.html
https://www.franceinfo.fr/societe/education/blocage-des-lycees/comment-bismillah-c-est-les-tenebres-est-devenu-un-slogan-de-la-mobilisation-lyceenne_8234173.html
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/bismillah-cest-les-tenebres
https://knowyourmeme.com/users/tomberry
https://knowyourmeme.com/users/tomberry
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/bismillah-cest-les-tenebres/favorites
https://i.kym-cdn.com/entries/icons/original/000/057/620/la-phrase-devenue-virale-vue-sur-une-pancarte-lors-dune-manifestation-etudiante-a-paris-le-13-octobre-2026.jpg
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/bismillah-cest-les-tenebres/videos/new
https://knowyourmeme.com/photos/3332948-bismillah-cest-les-tenebres
https://knowyourmeme.com/photos/3332948-bismillah-cest-les-tenebres
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/bismillah-cest-les-tenebres/photos/new
https://facebook.com/knowyourmeme
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=104675392961482&href=https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/bismillah-cest-les-tenebres
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/bookmarklet/?url=https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/bismillah-cest-les-tenebres&media=https://i.kym-cdn.com/entries/icons/mobile/000/057/620/la-phrase-devenue-virale-vue-sur-une-pancarte-lors-dune-manifestation-etudiante-a-paris-le-13-octobre-2026.jpg
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/bismillah-cest-les-tenebres
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/protip
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/bismillah-cest-les-tenebres/photos
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/bismillah-cest-les-tenebres/videos
https://knowyourmeme.com/
https://knowyourmeme.com/
https://knowyourmeme.com/
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/tra-la-la-spongebob
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/tra-la-la-spongebob
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/malfoid-female-draco-malfoy
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/malfoid-female-draco-malfoy
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/scientists-reveal-the-hi
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/scientists-reveal-the-hi
https://knowyourmeme.com/photos
https://knowyourmeme.com/photos
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes
https://knowyourmeme.com/
https://knowyourmeme.com/


Get all the best Meme culture right in
your inbox.

Encyclopedia Media Editorials More

Cultures

Events

People

Sites

Subcultures

Submit

Episodes

Images

Images
Trending

Images
Templates

Upload an
Image

Videos

Videos
Trending

Upload a
Video

News

Explainers

Collections

Interviews

In the
Media

White
Papers

Behind the
Scenes

Meme
Review

Poll

Meme
Insider

Insights

Meme
Insider
Magazine

Meme
Store

Forums

Our Story

Staff

Contact

Credits

Site Rules

Guidelines
and
Policies

The Style
Guide

Legal Information: Know Your Meme ® is a trademark of  Literally Media Ltd . By using this site, you are agreeing by the

site's terms of use and  privacy policy and  DMCA policy .

Enter Your Email

© 2007-2025 Literally Media Ltd.

Welcome to Know Your Meme

Know Your Meme asks for your consent to use

your personal data to:

Personalised advertising and content, advertising and content

measurement, audience research and services development

Store and/or access information on a device

Your personal data will be processed and information from your device

(cookies, unique identifiers, and other device data) may be stored by,

accessed by and shared with 630 partners, or used specifically by this site.

We and our partners may use precise geolocation data. 

Some vendors may process your personal data on the basis of legitimate

interest, which you can object to by managing your options below. Look

for a link at the bottom of this page or in the site menu to manage or

withdraw consent in privacy and cookie settings.

List of partners.

https://knowyourmeme.com/categories/culture
https://knowyourmeme.com/categories/event
https://knowyourmeme.com/categories/person
https://knowyourmeme.com/categories/site
https://knowyourmeme.com/categories/subculture
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/new?guidelines=1
https://knowyourmeme.com/episodes
https://knowyourmeme.com/photos
https://knowyourmeme.com/photos/trending
https://knowyourmeme.com/photos/templates
https://knowyourmeme.com/photos/new
https://knowyourmeme.com/videos
https://knowyourmeme.com/videos/trending
https://knowyourmeme.com/videos/new
https://knowyourmeme.com/news
https://knowyourmeme.com/editorials/guides
https://knowyourmeme.com/editorials/collections
https://knowyourmeme.com/editorials/interviews
https://knowyourmeme.com/editorials/in-the-media
https://knowyourmeme.com/editorials/white-papers
https://knowyourmeme.com/editorials/behind-the-scenes
https://knowyourmeme.com/editorials/meme-review
https://knowyourmeme.com/editorials/poll
https://knowyourmeme.com/editorials/meme-insider
https://knowyourmeme.com/editorials/insights
https://memeinsider.com/
https://thememestore.com/
https://knowyourmeme.com/forums
https://knowyourmeme.com/about
https://knowyourmeme.com/news/staff
https://knowyourmeme.com/contact
https://knowyourmeme.com/credits
https://knowyourmeme.com/editorials/rules-and-guidelines/
https://knowyourmeme.com/guidelines
https://knowyourmeme.com/editorials/the-style-guide
https://literally.media/
https://knowyourmeme.com/privacy
https://knowyourmeme.com/dmca

